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PHASE ONE: Biological Inventory 



Groups 

1. Trees, palms, orchids, ferns, mosses 

2. Bats, rats, possums, pigs, cats 

3. Lizards, frogs, snakes 

4. Fish, eels, prawns, snails, insects 

5. Birds 

 



EXPEDITION TEAM 



PLANT TEAM 
Team Leader:  

Myknee Sirikolo 

 

Team Members: 

Ruvi Pita 

Iulah Pitamama 

Fred Tabepuda 

Albry Qoloni 

 



Plants 
 

• New island records for 

Choiseul 

• Many rare and 

uncommon species 

• Expansion of 

herbarium collections 



 
 
 
Team Leader: Tyrone Lavery (Aust.) 
 
Team members: 
Corzzierrah Posala (Sol. Is.) 
Cornelius Qaqara  (Sol. Is.) 
 
 

MAMMAL 
TEAM 



Harp trap (echolocating bats)   Mist nets (bats) 

Sherman Traps & Snap Traps (rodents)  Spotlighting 

Camera traps (rodents, pigs, cats and cuscus) Active searches hollow trees 

Methods 



Umboi tube-nosed bat 
Nyctimene vizcaccia 

Rousette bat 
Rousettus amplexicaudatus 

Northern Common Cuscus 
Rousettus amplexicaudatus 

Northern blossom-bat 
Macroglossus minimus 

Widespread species 

Diadem leaf-nosed bat 
Hipposideros diadema 



NOT FOUND THIS TIME … 
 
Bougainville monkey-faced bat 
(Pteralopex anceps) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bougainville Giant-rat (Solomys salebrous) 
 
 
Poncelets Giant-rat (Solomys ponceleti) 

 
 
 
 



FROGS, LIZARDS & SNAKES 
TEAM 

Patrick Pikacha - Team leader 
 (Sol Isl) 
 
Edgar Pollard (Sol Isl) 
Adam R. Backlin 
Jonathan Q. Richmond 
 U.S. Geological Survey, Western 
 Ecological Research Center 
Scott Travers (USA-Kansas University) 
 
 



Methods 

• Day and night visual 
encounter surveys 

• Sticky board transects 
– Tree trunk (ca. 2-3 m 

above ground) 

– Log (ca. 1-2 m above 
ground) 

– Ground 

• Dependence on others 
for sightings/captures 



Findings 

o 17  frogs species 

o 20 lizard species 

o 5 snakes species 
 

 



Choiseul Expedition October 2014 
Freshwater team 

Team Leader: David Boseto (Sol. 
Is.) 

 

Brendan Ebner (Aust.) 

Philippe Keith (France) 

Philippe Gerbeaux (New Zealand) 

Gerard Marquet(France) 

Robson Hevalao(Sol Isl) 

Isaac Qaloni Jnr (Sol Isl) 

 



Methods and Results 

• Visually surveyed  over 3 
km of stream by snorkel 
and electric fishing 

• 52 fish species 

• 28 prawn, crabs, shrimp 
species 

• Gut content analysis of 
eels 

 

 

 



Lentipes solomonensis – endemic to Solomon Is, and first recorded now in Guadalcanal 

 8 

endemic. According to IUCN status 6 are data deficient and one is vulnerable, but many 

species have been not evaluated.  No introduced species were found. 

As nothing was known on crustaceans in Solomon before this trip, all the species 

caught are new occurrences for this country and for Choiseul Island. Three outright new 

species of Caridina for science were suspected as is one new species of crab. Many rare 

species were collected. For fish we noted 12 new occurrences with two potential new 

species.  

 

 

Figure 3: A selection of the freshwater crustaceans from Choisel Island including a) female, and b) 

male of Labuanium trapezoideum, c) Atyopsis spinipes, d) Caridina typus, e) Caridina sp., and f) 

Macrobracium lar (B. Ebner). 

 

Out of the fish caught during the survey, the majority belong to Gobiidae and 

Eleotridae families. The crustaceans caught are amphidromous and belong mainly to the 

families Atyidae and Palaemonidae. Table 1 provides a list of the species encountered during 
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BIRD TEAM 
Team Leader: Mark 
Robison (USA) 

 

Sahid Bello (USA) 

Sammy Galo (Sol. Is.) 

 





Solomons 

 



Not found during this survey 
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leaders and, if effectively implemented, will provide the first Ridges to Reefs Protected Area 
Network in Solomon Islands.  
 

 
Figure 15: Choiseul Crested Pigeon -  Microgoura meeki (©Alexander Lang); Choiseul Provincial Flag. 

 
The development of this Ridge to Reefs Conservation Plan also provides a pilot study to the 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Meteorology with regards to a conservation 
planning process that could be effectively applied to the whole of Solomon Islands.   
 
Interestingly, the Choiseul Conservation Plan through the stakeholder consultation process has 
potentially identified a living population of a unique endemic species, thought to be extinct on 
Choiseul - the Choiseul Crested Pigeon (Micouruna meeki) or traditionally known as the kukuru-
ni-lua, Kuvojo or Dumoko. This bird is the emblem at the centre of the Choiseul Provincial Flag 
(Figure 15). No birds have been recorded since 1929. Verifying local knowledge that indicates 
that this bird is still alive should be a high priority.  If this bird is found to still be alive its 
remaining populations should be protected.  
 
Finally, the Choiseul Ridges to Reefs Conservation Plan provides strategic direction regarding 
conservation priority areas for the Choiseul government, leaders and people. However, this is 
only the first step in the process of establishing a Lauru Protected Area Network. It recognizes 
that there are many steps and decisions that need to be made before determining the final 
boundaries of protected or managed areas. All of these decisions are ultimately at the 
discretion of the traditional owners of the land and sea. The next step in establishing the Lauru 
Protected Area Network, is to develop an effective and efficient process to work with the 
traditional land and sea owners to establish the protected areas for each ward, and to move 
constructively forward to realize the Lauru Protected Area Network for the benefit of present 
and future generations.  
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Carbon Assessment  
Insects  
Corals  
Marine fishes  
Marine  Invertebrates  
 
  

Future Biodiversity Work 



“Our vital wealth of Biodiversity in the marine, 
freshwater and terrestrial (land & forests) 

environments are the basis of life on earth. Without 
them, we  won’t be able to enjoy our livelihoods and 
our socio-economic aspirations  as a people and  as a 

nation”   
 

Think Globally, Act Locally !!! 
 
 



Velaka Sivala  
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Reflections 

1. What nao presentation yia talem me? 

 

2. What now bae you saave doim for look 
afterim tribal customary land blo me.  

 

3. Am I fulfilling GODS Call to be a faithful 
Steward? 


