
Species Forum, Day 3: 
Dugong & Seagrass Conservation Project 



DUGONG & SEAGRASS 

Dugong (dugon) Known as “Sea Cow” or “Lady of the Sea” 

Halophila ovalis 



SEAGRASS 

Seaweed Seagrass 

Seagrass is different from seaweed 



Previous Studies 
 
1. 1970 – Womersley & Bailey – identify 
7 species 
 
2. 2004 – SI Rapid Ecological 
Assessments (Mckenzie et al.2006) 
• 10spp. confirmed (80% known 

species in region) 
• Largest seagrass meadow found in 

Malaita Province (>1000ha) 
 

Previous Studies 

 Survey for dugong 
sightings/occurrence 
in 6 Provinces (2009, 
dugong Surveys of the 
SI) 

 
 North-east Choiseul,  
• Honiara bay,  
• Malaita,  
• Marovo Lagoon  
 Isabel Province   
• Western Province.  
 



PARTICIPATORY SEAGRASS MAPPING IN LAU LAGOON, MALAITA 

Mapping activity 

• Scoping trip to Lau in 

early 2016 

 

• Focus group discussions 

with men and women in 

in five communities in 

the Lau Lagoon 

 

• Collection of local 

stories from Lau and 

Temotu for booklet of 

local stories on dugongs 

 

 



• Pebble distribution is a ranking 

method utilizing photographs 

as visual aids 

 

• Conducted three exercises: 

a) PDM of important species for 

food  

b) cash and  

c) culture 

PARTICIPATORY SEAGRASS MAPPING IN LAU LAGOON, MALAITA 

Pebble Distribution Method 



RESULT: local stories on dugongs 



RESULT: local stories on dugongs 



RESULT: local names of dugongs and seagrass 
SEAGRASS DUGONG 

Local name From Local name From 

Kokolie Choiseul Iatekwa Lau, Malaita 

Bamu Russel Islands Vena Maringe, Isabel 

Kulikuli Roviana, Kia Rumu Roviana, Marovo, Kolombangara, Kia  

Checheu Pa Idere Marovo Haehu Ulawa, Makira 

Kingnekobe Vanikoro Haihu’u West Are’are 

Namaga Utupua Taehu South Malaita 

Kalokalo Duff Islands Tou Shortland Is 

Nga Reef Islands Te Sire Gilbertese 

Rungu Ranongga 

Kelekel Russell Is 

Anive Vanikoro 

Lolwe Utupua 

Kimokimo Duff Is 

Tekumo Reef Is 



RESULT – Pebble Distribution Method 

Reef fish is 

the key 

important 

species for 

cash 

Rabbitfish is the key important species in 

Lau Lagoon for food, followed by 

triggerfish Crocodile and 

sharks is the 

key important 

species for 

culture 



PARTICIPATORY SEAGRASS MAPPING IN LAU - 

Groundtruthing 

• Utilized Seagrass 

Watch 

methodology 

• Approximately 30 

transects, 10 

quadrants per 

transect 

• Data is still being 

analyzed   



SICCP Current Work  

being done in  

Western Province 

 
West Parara, Ropa and Chubikopi 



Seagrass Monitoring in West Para 

Capacity building: 

Training women to conduct 

seagrass monitoring  



Monitoring at Ropa 

Monitoring at West Parara 



Development of Locally Managed Marine Areas - Seagrass 



• Dugong is a mammal and threatened 

 

• Seagrass is an important breeding and feeding habitat 

 

• There is limited information on dugongs and seagrass in Solomon Islands 

 

• This work will feed into national strategy development for Dugong and Seagrass Management 

 

• MFMR is developing a Fisheries Regulation for dugong banning the sale of dugongs, consultations to 

come 

 

 

SUMMARY – key messages 


