
Flying fox status, island size and logging in the 
Solomon Islands 
Tyrone Lavery 
Diana Fisher 
Corzzierrah Posala 
Liz Tasker 

25 species of flying foxes 
10 Least Concern 
2 Data Deficient 
- 5 threatened spp are Pteralopex 



• Many studies show that small mammals & bats tolerate selective 
logging 

 

• Island endemics with small ranges are vulnerable to habitat loss & 
hunting, especially ecologically specialised, sedentary species 



25 year test of island size and logging effect on flying fox 
captures in Western Province 
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Pteralopex taki 

Melonycteris fardoulisi  
Logging 
was 
associated 
with 
decline 
only in the 
two 
restricted 
range 
endemics 
 
-no effect 
of island 
size 
 



75% decline in 25 years, no update from LC yet 
(could be upgraded) 



Downgraded EN to VU: rediscovered on 
Kolombangara by Tyrone Lavery 2015 



Pteropus woodfordi 
Downgraded from VU to LC: no decline in Western Province, 
 relatively resilient to logging and locally abundant 



Pteralopex atrata 
Still EN: recorded on Guadalcanal 2015 by Tyrone Lavery 

Not found on New Georgia 

Status of other threatened bats based on recent evidence 
(most from CEPF projects)  



Pteropus tuberculatus  
CR: rediscovered on Temotu 2015 by Oceanswatch team 

No downgrade yet from ‘CR (possibly extinct)’ 
 

Pteralopex pulchra montane Guadalcanal still CR and possibly 
extinct- no sign of it 



Pteropus rennelli Rennell 
Upgraded to EN from VU 

Pteropus cognatus Makira 
Downgraded to VU from EN 

- John Fasi found most 
people perceive a decline. 

Hunted too 



Downgrade  
(doing better) 

Upgrade 
(doing worse- due to logging) 

 Four species Two species (Fardouli’s blossom 
bat & Rennell flying fox) 



DD species 
 

According to Nancy Irwin’s recent PhD 
work N santacrucis is not a species 

Ontong Java flying fox P. howensis - 
who knows? 



New projects: 
 
SINU research and capacity 
building (CEPF) 
John Fasi,  
Patrick Pikacha 
 
Bats and viruses versus 
island size, forest loss in 
Melanesia  
 
Junior Novera: Bougainville 
mammals including EN 
Pteralopex anceps  
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