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Need for a Better 
 Understanding  



1st Lesson! 
 

• Logging is all over Solomon 
Islands  

• It is 5-6 times beyond its 
sustainable rate 

• Contributes to 70% of SI’s 
economy 

• Put and keep government 
in power – Need a Different 
Approach. CBRM may be an 
option 

• Direct threat to the marine 
environment & island 
endemism 



2nd Lesson – “Seeing Is Believing!” 

Avoids of Possible Land Dispute 



Ridges To 

Reef  

• Component  of CBRM 
• Planning tool that 

describes a 
holistic ecosystem 
approach to 
conservation 

• Comes with 
different branding 
such as: 

1)integrated coastal 
management 
2) Ridges to community 
to Reef 
3) Hilltops to Oceans 
4) White Water to Blue 
Water 
 

 



Arnavon Community Marine Park – Declared on 
May 11 2017 under the 2010 PA Act as the 1st PA of 

the Country 

Site & Species Focused 
• Site – Arnavon Islands 
• Species – Hawksbill & 
 Green turtles. 
• Leather back - Sasakolo 



The importance of 
scientific data and  
information to 
determine boundaries 
for of the intended PA. 
For example in the 
Arnavons we have the 
satellite maps of the 
internal migrations 
helps us in determining 
the boundary that 
become legalised.  
 



Choiseul  
Ridges to Reef Conservation Plan 

Tenement sites in Choiseul Biodiversity and 
Tenement sites 



Isabel Province 
Ridges to Reef Conservation Plan 

Threats Cultural Sites 



Sources of Data for R2R Planning 

• Local Knowledge 
•Grey literatures – verified & ground truthed 
•Data bases – Govt ministries & NGO sources 
•Published Research Reports from institutions & individuals 
•Private Sectors – Mining/Logging Companies 
•National Archives 
•Regional Organization portals – SPREP, SPC etc 
• Start with information that is available and populate as more 

information become available. 



Protected Area Sites in Isabel Province 

11 sites in Provincial mechanisms 
20 sites under voluntary systems 
16 sites under development 
1 site under dispute 



Protected Area sites of Choiseul Province 

 

1 site under provincial mechanisms 
20 sites under voluntary systems 
25 sites under developmet 
1 site under dispute 



What are your suggestions for priority activities of MFMR to ensure it 
achieves its vision “a sustainable fishery that is able to contribute to the 
socio-economic needs  of all Solomon Islanders?”. 

• Make provisions that certain percentage of annual offshore earnings ($300+M 
SBD) should be allocated to inshore fisheries (CBRM). This will make both inshore 
and offshore of equal standing and appreciation of their importance. 

•  Paradigm Shift of Thinking – Think Nationally! The problem experienced by the 
community of Ontong Java is mine as well, although I am not living in Ontong 
Java. 

• Align our community interventions to provincial, national policies & priorities in 
relation to SDG’s, Aichi Targets and UN Conventions – Possible funding assistance. 

• Create a National Trusted Mechanism for Multilateral opportunities – to get 
maximum benefits for communities 

• Get Away from Middle Man – Go to the Market Directly for Maximum Price 



How would your team suggest that CBRM initiatives have to evolve to 
be able to contribute to achieve sustainable management that 
contributes to the need of all Solomon Islanders? 

• Protected Areas – Just as important as building infrastructures (roads & bridges) 

• Policies & Legislations to guide activities on the ground – Don’t make our activities a 
stand alone – Example: Arnavons (Provincial Ordinances & Plans and Legislations) 

• Make a ‘Blanket Declaration’ with close and open access areas (challenge is customary 
ownership) 

• NGO Fraternity – Community Conservation work in SI follows our footprints (Lets don’t 
create orphans and liabilities to the communities and state). Deal with our core 
business and allow other partners to do what we cannot do. 

• Political Stability & Indigenous Organizations – Political Support & Community 
Guidance 

• The 2010 Protected Areas provides provision for Sustainable Finance Mechanisms for 
PA – Opportunity to sustain our community work. (Glue that holds Aranvon all these 
years).  

 

 

 


