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SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCEMENT & CALL FOR PAPERS

The Symposium on ‘Small-scale Aquaculture for Increasing Resilience of Rural Livelihoods in Nepal’
5- 6 February 2009

Kathmandu, Nepal

ORGANIZERS 

· Institute of Agriculture and Animal Science (IAAS), Tribhuvan University, Nepal

· Nepal Agriculture Research Council (NARC), Nepal

· Directorate of Fisheries Development, Department of Agriculture, Nepal
· Nepal Fisheries Society (NeFiS)

· Aquaculture and Aquatic Resources Management (AARM), Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand

· The WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia

THE CONTEXT AND THEME OF THE SYMPOSIUM
Aquaculture is a relatively new farming activity in Nepal, though a number of ethnic minority communities across the country have traditionally made their living (partially/fully) from capture fisheries. Over the years, aquaculture has developed as the fastest growing food production sector of Nepal. However, local fish supplies have been extremely inadequate to meet the increasing demand for fish and fish products in Nepal.  The country imports substantial quantities from India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and elsewhere. Integration of pond aquaculture in existing crop-livestock based farming system is believed to be effective in increasing local fish supply and diversifying livelihood options of small-holder farmers in terai and mid-hill valleys, thereby also increasing resilience of rural livelihoods. 
The role of small-scale aquaculture in household food and nutrition security, income generation and empowerment of women and marginalized communities has been increasingly appreciated in recent years. A few pilot projects implemented in terai and middle hill valleys have been successful in demonstrating the viability of small-scale aquaculture systems in Nepal. Whilst MDGs calls for halving the population living in extreme poverty by 2015, harnessing small-scale aquaculture development potential of Nepal could contribute significantly to meeting these goals. 

The ‘Symposium on small-scale Aquaculture for Increasing Resilience of Rural Livelihoods in Nepal’, scheduled to be held in Kathmandu on 5-6 February 2009, is intended to provide a forum for sharing recent small-scale aquaculture research and development initiatives, and to promote discussion amongst researchers, policy makers and other stakeholders to identify key research and development agenda for collaboration in the small-scale aquaculture sector.   The Symposium is specifically aimed at:
· 
sharing small-scale aquaculture research/development experiences  amongst researchers, policy makers and development partners

· 
identifying key research/development agenda for increasing resilience of rural livelihoods through development of small-scale aquaculture 
· 
promoting collaboration among public- private- sectors, international organizations, and developments partners in small-scale aquaculture development in Nepal
SYMPOSIUM THEMES
· Review of Aquaculture Research and Development Policy and Plans

· Social, Economic and Technical Perspective of Small-scale Pond Aquaculture

· Cross-cutting Issues in Small-scale Aquaculture: Ethnicity, Gender, Environment and Resilience  

· Cage and Pen Culture: Opportunities and Constraints

· Aquaculture in Seasonal Water Bodies

CALL FOR PAPERS
This announcement serves as an Open Call for Papers from scientists, academicians, development professionals, and policy makers with experience and views on the five Symposium themes. Authors are requested to submit their electronic copies of title and abstract (200 - 250 words) by 31 December 2008 and full papers by 31 January 2009 to Symposium secretariat or anyone of the organizing committee. All submissions will be reviewed by the editorial board.  Notification of the acceptance of the abstract and invitation to the workshop will be sent by 10 January 2009.<Please click here for guidelines>  
Papers presented in the Symposium will be published in a Symposium Proceedings, after editing. 
PARTICIPANTS 

The Symposium will be attended by participants from a wide range of educational, research, policy institutions and development organization with active interest in small-scale aquaculture research and development in Nepal. A total of around 80 national and international participants are expected.  

KEY DATES
31 December 2008:

deadline for the submission of title and abstract

31 January 2009:

deadline for submission of the full paper
10 January 2009:

invitation sent to the participants
5-6 February 2009:

Symposium days
THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:

Coordinator:
Mr. Krishna Gopal Rajbanshi (Coordinator), Nepal Academy of Science and 


Technology
(email: kraj@mos.com.np )
Members:
Dr. Madhav K. Shrestha, TU/IAAS, Nepal 


(email: madhavshrestha1954@gmail.com)



Dr. Tek B. Gurung, NARC, Nepal (email: frdgdr@wlink.com.np)


Mr. Kishore K. Upadhayaya, DoFD, Department of Agriculture, Nepal 



(email: koshor.upadhyaya@gmail.com )



Dr. Ram C. Bhujel, AARM/AIT, Thailand. (email: bhujel@ait.ac.th) 



Dr. Jharendu Pant, The WorldFish Center, Malaysia (email:j.pant@cgiar.org)
For more information please contact:
The Secretariat

The Symposium on ‘Small-scale Aquaculture for Increasing Resilience of Rural Livelihoods in Nepal’ 

Department of Aquaculture 

Institute of Agriculture and Animal Science, Rampur, Chitwan, Nepal

Email:

madhavshrestha1954@gmail.com
Mobile:
+ 977- 9851075404
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