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Coastal communities, including indigenous peoples, and SIDS
are at the frontline of climate change. Sea level rise and in-
creasing frequency and intensity of storms will have severe
impacts on these vulnerable areas, resulting in loss of life,
damage to infrastructure and economy, and possible dis-
placement and resettlement of populations. Such projected
impacts heighten the urgency to continue ocean observations
and impact assessments needed to develop appropriate re-
sponse measures, take strong actions to mitigate the effects of
climate change, and encourage the implementation of inno-
vative adaptation measures, while also securing appropriate
financing for these activities.

Oceans Day targets an audience of negotiators, high level of-
ficials, experts, media, and interested members of the public.

Organizers
Global Forum onOceans, Coasts, and Islands, Government of
Indonesia, and European Environment Agency

In collaboration with the following:

Governments: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, France,
Grenada, Japan, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Monaco, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Seychelles, Solomon Islands,

South Africa, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor Leste,
United Kingdom, United States, Venezuela, European Com-
mission Directorate-General forMaritime Affairs and Fisheries
(to be invited)

Nongovernmental Organizations and Alliances

World Wildlife Fund, World Ocean Network, World Ocean
Observatory, The Nature Conservancy, IUCN, Stakeholder
Forum, Conservation International, Institute for Sustainable
Development and International Relations (IDDRI), World
Conservation Society, WorldFish Center, Partnership for Cli-
mate, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (comprising eighteen inter-
governmental organizations, nongovernmental organizations,
and civil society organizations), Center for Ocean Solutions,
Scripps Institution of Oceanography – UC San Diego

Intergovernmental Organizations

Global Environment Facility, Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission/UNESCO, United Nations Environment
Programme, United Nations Development Programme, Food
and Agriculture Organization,World Bank, InternationalMar-
itime Organization, World Meteorological Organization.

Purpose

The Oceans Day provides an opportunity for Parties and Observer States, intergovernmental
organizations, non-government organizations, andmembers of civil society to come together and

discuss the implications of the emerging Copenhagen agreement for oceans, coasts, and small island
developing States (SIDS). Oceans Day will highlight the evolving science about the inherent links be-
tween the oceans and climate change and the need for sufficient funding to support bold mitigation
steps and adaptation activities that will minimize climate change impacts on coastal communities
and ocean resources.



Background
TheWorld Ocean Conference (WOC, May 11-15, 2009, Man-
ado, Indonesia), hosted by the Indonesian government and
co-organized by the Global Forum and various partners (in-
cluding international organizations, governments, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, science groups, and the private
sector), focused on three major themes: the implications of
climate change for the world’s oceans and coastal communi-
ties, the role of the oceans in climate change phenomena, and
the need for mitigation and adaptation measures to climate
change. The Conference produced the Manado Oceans Dec-
laration (signed by 76 governments) stressing the importance
of oceans issues on the agenda at COP15 and beyond. The
Manado Global Ocean Policy Day (the multistakeholder dia-
logue organized by the Global Forum and partners) produced
the Co-Chairs’ Statement Emanating from the Global Ocean
Policy Day detailing major ocean, coasts, and SIDS issues re-
lated to climate changemitigation, adaptation, financing, ca-
pacity development and civil society.

The Oceans Day at Copenhagen will bring together in one
venue the latest emerging scientific understanding about the
impacts of climate change and increased concentration of at-
mospheric carbon on the oceans. This state of the art under-
standing will serve to underpin strong inclusion of oceans,
coasts, and SIDS issues in the climate negotiations and pro-
vide the context for charting the way ahead for implementa-
tion of the Copenhagen climate accord in the context of
oceans and coastal communities.

Major Topics to be Addressed
The Role of the Oceans in Climate Change Phenomena

The Implications of Climate Change for the World’s Oceans
and Coastal Communities

Crafting and Financing Mitigation and
Adaptation Responses

Moving Forward from Copenhagen:
Next Steps for the Oceans Community

Draft Schedule
10:00 AM Welcome and Opening Ceremony

The Role of the Oceans in Climate Change
Phenomena

Implications of Climate Change for the
World’s Oceans and Coastal Communities

12:00 PM Lunch, Poster and Exhibit Session

2:30 PM Crafting Mitigation and Adaptation Responses

Moving Forward from Copenhagen:
Next Steps for the Oceans Community

6:00 PM Evening Reception and Entertainment
(with high-profile speakers)

Reaching a Worldwide Audience
A special website will be set up to invite all relevant groups
and individuals to participate in the Oceans Day at Copen-
hagen, manage participant registration, publicize the event,
and disseminate the Oceans Day activities through the Inter-
net.

The activities and outputs of Oceans Day will be disseminated
through a variety of media:

• Video footage of panel discussions, high-profile speakers,
and other Oceans Day events will be streamed online for
public viewing

• Posters, pamphlets, and other materials will be dissemi-
nated on site and on the Internet



Contact Information
For additional information on Oceans Day

please contact:

Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands
E-mail: bcs@udel.edu

Dr. Tonny Wagey, Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia
E-mail: t.wagey@fisheries.ubc.ca

Dr. Jacqueline McGlade, European Environment Agency
E-mail: Jacqueline.McGlade@eea.europa.eu


