
1

www.comesa.int e

Issue #126 - Friday 19 October 2007  newsletterIssue #222   9th October 2009 newsletter

This bulletin is published by the COMESA Secretariat Public Relations Unit but does not necessarily represent views of the Secretariat.

Contact Address : COMESA SECRETARIAT, COMESA Center , Ben Bella Road 
P.O. Box 30015, 260 1 229 725, 260 1 225 107

www.comesa.int, e.COMESA@comesa.int

The Government of Sweden has 
reaffirmed its commitment and 
support to the regional integration 

agenda being spearheaded by the 
Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA). The new 
Swedish Special Representative to 
COMESA, Ambassador Marie Andersson 
De Frutos revealed this in Lusaka, 
yesterday ( Thursday 8th October 
2009)  when she presented her letter of 
credence to Secretary General Sindiso 
Ngwenya.

“Sweden recognizes the progress of 
the Common Market and is proud to 
enter into a new phase of deepened 
cooperation with COMESA as we 
support regional integration and 
we assure COMESA of our highest 
consideration, sharing COMESA’s vision 
of a fully integrated, internationally 
competitive regional economic 
community, with high living standards 
for its people,” Ambassador de Frutos 
added.

Sweden already cooperates with 
COMESA through the Regional team 
for Environment and Economic 
Development based in Nairobi. The 
Nordic country also supports COMESA’s 
implementation of the Comprehensive 
African Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) and COMESA’s 
development of a multi sectoral 
programme on HIV/AIDS-aiming at 
mainstreaming HIV/Aids in all COMESA 
programmes.

The Ambassador revealed that the 
Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency has been 
tasked to develop a new strategy 
for development cooperation with 
regional institutions in sub-Saharan 
Africa, recognizing the important role of 
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COMESA.

Following the recent activities of 
COMESA, Sweden welcomes the 
launching of the COMESA Customs 
Union and the tripartite process 
involving COMESA, the East African 
Community and the Southern African 
Development Community.

In welcoming Sweden’s appointment 
of a Special Representative to COMESA, 
Secretary General Sindiso Ngwenya 
commended that country for its 
commitment to reduce poverty in 
Africa and bring about development.

He pointed out that the appointment is 
very significant taking into account that 
Sweden currently holds EU presidency. 
Africa certainly welcomes the EU’s 
Swedish Presidency which is committed 
to tackle the two major challenges 
of climate change and the current 
economic crisis.

The European Union is by far the largest 
donor to COMESA. In the case of the 
Eastern and Southern Africa and the 

Indian Ocean Region, the EU under the 
EDF 10 and IOC for regional envelope is 
providing 645 million Euros to COMESA, 
EAC, IGAD and IOC for regional 
integration, which includes funding for 
cross border infrastructure projects and 
peace and security.      

Mr Ngwenya commended the Grant 
Aid from the EU which he described 
as unique because it is based on the 
requirements of countries in the region.

Mr Ngwenya noted that under 
the COMESA Fund, the European 
Commission has provided 78 million 
Euros to support COMESA and EAC 
partner States for compensation for 
revenue losses which are occasioned 
by the removal of tariffs when 
implementing Free Trade Areas and 
Customs Unions.

Recently, the COMESA Fund provided 
Euros 4.4 million and 10.3 million to 
Burundi and Rwanda respectively, for 
compensation for revenue losses as a 
result of implementing the East African 
Community Common External Tariff 
(CET).  
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improved efficiency, as well as 
consistent supply and price 
stability are the most important 
factors in reducing the high rate 
of poverty and mitigating the 
impact of high prices for staple 
foods in international commodity 
markets.

Mr Karangizi made these remarks 
in Lusaka at the opening of the 
meeting early this week, on 
Bio-technology and Commodity 
Trade organized by the Alliance 
for Commodity Trade in Eastern 
and Southern Africa (ACTESA).

“As COMESA, we acknowledge 
the critical need for improving 
market access, increasing 
agricultural productivity and 
operating under an enabling 
policy environment,”

ACTESA was recently established 

by COMESA and other partners 
to act as a specialized agency 
to focus on the important 
business of integrating small 
farmers in national, regional and 
international markets. ACTESA, as 
an agency will focus on groups 
of commodities such as grains 
and pulses, oilseeds, roots and 
tubers, tree crops and other key 
commodity areas.

On the Lusaka meeting, Mr 
Karangizi said biotechnology 
provides a powerful tool for the 
sustainable development of 
agriculture, fisheries and forestry. 
When appropriately integrated 
with other technologies 
for the production of food, 
agricultural products and 
services, biotechnology can be of 
significant assistance in meeting 
the needs of an expanding 
population.

“However, we are also aware of 
the concern about the potential 
risks posed by certain aspects of 
biotechnology like the effects on 
human and animal health and 
the environmental consequences. 
Rest assured, we support a system 
that carefully evaluates and 
assesses each new technology 
used in the quest to improve 
our agricultural productivity,” Mr 
Karangizi added.

The Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) has reiterated 

that growth in staple food 
markets is of critical importance 
to both producers and consumers 
in the entire region.

COMESA adds that increased 
integration and improved 
regional competitiveness needs a 
transformation from subsistence 
farming to larger commercially 
oriented units producing for 
markets according to demand.

COMESA Assistant Secretary 
General (Programmes) Stephen 
Karangizi pointed out that 
likewise, production must 
be delivered more efficiently 
to consumers in order to 
lower prices, and improve the 
consistency of supply and stability 
of prices. Lower prices through 

Growth of Staple Food Market is 
crucial for COMESA – Karangizi
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reaffirmed that COMESA is ready to 
implement the priority areas of the 
strategy. 

He also pointed out COMESA’s 
commitment for immediate 
implementation of sound projects 
on development of fish farming, 
technology transfer and capacity 
building. Dr. Dugan thanked 
COMESA for cooperating with 
WorldFish Centre through the 
WorldFish Centre regional office 
based in Lusaka.

The COMESA Fishery Strategy 
highlights priority interventions in 
the aquaculture, inland fisheries 
and marine fisheries sectors. 
These interventions cover the 
following areas; trade and market 
access, technology dissemination 
and research, policy, standards 

and regulatory frameworks, 
capacity building and training, 
management of trans-boundary 
fisheries resources, and investment 
facilitation.

The meeting with WorldFish 
Centre was held as a follow up 
of the cooperation between the 
two sister organizations and as a 
follow up to the last ministers of 
agriculture meeting held in Victoria 
Falls, Zimbabwe in September, 
2009.

The meeting agreed that COMESA 
and WorldFish Centre should work 
together on resource mobilization 
in the coming six month after 
completion of the strategy and 
identifying the priority areas for 
immediate implementation.

Co-operation with WorldFish Centre on 
Fishery Development in COMESA Region

The COMESA Secretary 
General, Mr. Sindiso Ngwenya 
has reiterated the importance 

of fisheries and aquaculture to 
member states as it contributes to 
food security, regional trade and 
economic growth. This was during 
a meeting with Dr. Patrick Dugan, 
Deputy Director General of the 
WorldFish Centre at the COMESA 
Secretariat in Lusaka on Thursday 
8th October 2009. Dr Dugan was 
accompanied by Dr Simon Heck, 
Senior Policy Advisor at WorldFish 
Centre Lusaka Office. 

Mr. Ngwenya thanked WorldFish 
Centre for the support rendered 
to COMESA Secretariat in the 
development of the Regional 
strategy for sustainable 
Development of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture. The Secretary General 
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Conservation 
Agriculture Workshop 
held in Kenya

Agriculture stakeholders drawn from 

different parts of Kenya met on 28-29 

September 2009 at Milimani Resort, 

Kisumu western Kenya and agreed that a 

framework should be urgently developed aimed 

at getting communities  involved in up scaling of 

Conservation Agriculture (CA).

The national workshop on up scaling 

Conservation Agriculture was convened in 

Kisumu with the support of the Norwegian 

Government.  The meeting attracted participants 

from local Non Governmental organizations, 

Farmers, Government Ministries of Agriculture 

and Environment, ICRAF and the Swedish 

Cooperative Centre. 

The meeting was officially opened by Agriculture 

Coordinator at the Ministry of Agriculture Mr. 

S. Kosge.  He indicated that the Government 

of Kenya was implementing a programme for 

modernising the agriculture sector and that CA 

was one of the technologies that needed to be 

up scaled.

COMESA Secretariat informed the meeting that 

the last meeting of Ministers of Agriculture and 

Environment held in Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe 

agreed that COMESA secretariat working with 

the Member States should ensure that 1.2 

million Farmers in the region have access to CA 

technologies by 2012.  

COMESA Climate Change Coordinator Mr 

Chikakula Miti noted that COMESA Secretariat 

was developing a programme aimed at 

implementing the decision of the ministers on  

CA.   The programme would cover the entire 

COMESA region. The meeting agreed to carry 

out a stock taking exercise  on  the status of CA 

programmes in  Kenya .   

President Obama nominates Ethiopian Born 
Yohannes to the Millennium Challenge Corporation

US President Barrack Obama has nominated Ethiopian born Daniel W. Yohannes for 

the position of Chief Executive Officer, Millennium Challenge Corporation.

Mr Yohannes is currently President and CEO of M&R Investments, LLC, a privately-

held investment firm specializing in real estate, financial institutions and the 

green energy sector. Previously, he served as Vice Chairman of U.S. Bank for the 

Commercial Banking Group, Consumer Banking Group and as Head of Integration 

for Community and Public Affairs. In this role, his responsibilities included leading 

the integration of U.S. Bank and Firstar, which resulted in the 6th largest bank in 

the country. 

From 1992 to 1999, Yohannes was President and CEO of U.S. Bank (formerly 

Colorado National Bank), where he grew the Colorado franchise from $2 billion 

to $9 billion in assets. From 1977 to 1992, he worked at Security Pacific Bank (now 

Bank of America), where he held a number of leadership roles. Yohannes is on 

the Board of the National Jewish Hospital and Research Center, the Denver Art 

Museum, the University of Colorado Medical School and Project C.U.R.E., which 

provides medical supplies to 110 countries. Yohannes holds a B.S. in Economics 

from Claremont McKenna College and a M.B.A. from Pepperdine University. 

Governments to Cut on Transport Barriers

Kigali — A council of Ministers of countries along the Northern Corridor has 

resolved to adopt a wide range of reforms to reduce tariff and non- tariff barriers 

that have traditionally increased the cost of doing business on the route.

Rwandese Infrastructure Minister, Linda Bihire said the council in its sitting in 

Kenya agreed to fix existing gaps in policy, regulation and laws among the 

member states.

In the meeting, she said: “Kenya also agreed to harmonise with other COMESA 

members on the number of tonnes a truck is allowed to carry.”

Kenya, currently allows 48 tonnes per truck while other members accept 58 - 

implying that Rwandan transporters will soon increase cargo on their trucks 

coming in from Nairobi by 10 tonnes.

She said governments also agreed to fix sections of the roads on their sides of the 

corridor noting that Kenya had fixed 85 per cent of its share, Uganda 60 per cent 

and Rwanda will next year begin works on the Kigali - Gatuna section.

Bihire noted that the desire in future is to make the whole corridor dual carriage.

On tariff barriers, the Minister said Kenya had agreed to scrap handling charges, 

release orders and other charges on containers.

The Ministers also agreed to harmonise traffic rules, regulations and 

standardization of road signs.

The meeting which was attended by delegates from Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, 

Tanzania, Burundi, Congo and Southern Sudan closed in Mombasa on 2nd 

October 2009.Source: The New Times Newspaper


