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ODA 
Priorities 

♦ Big focus on Africa 

♦ Themes of Swedish development cooperation: 
o Growth for poverty reduction and sustainable development  
o Trade, regional integration and business development 
o Agriculture 
o Energy and infrastructure 
o Research  
o Peace and security in a new regional context  
o Democracy and human rights – development opportunities  
o Gender equality – development on the same terms 
o Environment and climate – national, regional and global challenges and 

opportunities 
o Development opportunities for the individual  
o Health  
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o Education 

Swedish funding priorities which match WorldFish priorities: 

• Aquaculture and fisheries 
May 2009, SIDA announced plans to reduce its ODA investments by 30%.  
This will have profound impacts on WorldFish.  Although SIDA handles only 
about 50% of Sweden development assistance, much of the agriculture 
funding is through this route1. Note that unlike many investors, for Sweden 
the term agriculture includes the fisheries sector.  In the strategy, Improving 
Income among Rural Poor, Sida focuses on priorities for improving fisheries 
including access to markets and increased productivity.  A more integrated 
approach is taken to supporting rural development that goes beyond 
production and deals with other issues such as sustainable development.  A 
wide range of projects have been funded dealing with improvements in 
fisheries.  The country strategies are the basis for determining whether the 
priorities in a particular partner country include these types of initiatives.  
Sweden like many investors has channelled its programming through 
consortia – The Wetlands Alliance is an example.   
 
This focus is reinforced in the recent Government Policy statement Global 
Challenges - Our Responsibility (2007).  This includes economic exclusion as 
one of the priorities.  Within this, the document cites the importance of 
fisheries for stimulating growth, reducing poverty and hunger, and improving 
food security.  Priority is placed on linking producers to markets including 
international markets.  The Government’s strategy for working with Africa, 
Sweden Africa Policy, also reiterates the importance of improving the 
productivity of fisheries.   
 
Sida has supported a large number of different biodiversity-related projects.  
This includes support to: development of knowledge; policy development and 
capacity-building in partner countries for international policy work; and 
support to non-governmental organizations working with conservation, 
sustainable use, and/or access and benefit-sharing of biological diversity.  
Many of the earlier projects in countries such as India and Vietnam included 
biodiversity elements within the broader natural resource management 
package.  

They have provided funding for the start of the Swedish International 
Biodiversity Programme – SwedBio to: support local organizations aiming to 
develop methods for utilizing biodiversity; and contribute to integrating 
biodiversity considerations into Swedish development cooperation. 
 

• Livelihoods and markets 
A strong emphasis within past and current programming has been on linking 
various agricultural products to markets—domestic and international.  Sida’s 
Policy for Trade-Related Development Cooperation focuses on three 
priorities: capacity development to design and manage trade policy; capacity 
development to effectively participate in bilateral, regional, and multi-lateral 
trade policy development; and capacity to trade by implementing agreed trade 
rules, meeting standards in the export markets, and promoting their own 
exports.  The Policy targets differing strategies depending on the partner 
country circumstances.  Sweden’s 2008 Policy for global development (Global 
challenges – our responsibility) reiterates the importance of building trade 

                                                        
1 Sida is organized around 3 main pillars: Policy, Operations and Management.  Policy and Management are responsible for supplying expertise 
and qualified personnel, as well as developing methods to implement Agency operations.  Operations is responsible for the implementation of 
the actual development cooperation 
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capacity with one specific area of focus being trade in agricultural (including 
fisheries) products 
 

• Environment 
Sweden has also had extensive involvement in coastal management and 
ecosystems for the poor, funding a wide range of projects.  The Action Plan 
The Marine Initiative provides an overview of the SIDA priorities that cover 
both fisheries and issues around sustainable development of oceans and 
coasts.  It was developed in order to increase the focus of Sida’s programming 
and increase its effectiveness.  This initiative and others are likely to suffer 
from Sida’s announcement mid 2009 to cut ODA support by over 30%.  
 
Sida takes a multi-stream approach to providing support that includes: 
initiatives focused on better meeting the needs, interests and conditions of the 
poor; greater regional coordination; and effectively working with a wide range 
of partners.  This work has covered specific initiatives such as the integrated 
programming being taken on the Lake Victoria Initiative that covered a wide 
range of interventions including sustainable development, community 
empowerment, sustainable use of natural resources, combating HIV/AIDS, 
and economic growth initiatives. WorldFish has benefitted from significant 
funding through Sida’s integrated programming focus – for example, the 
Wetlands Alliance with integrates natural resource management and poverty 
reduction and the HIV/AIDs and fisheries project in Africa.    

• Climate Change 
Sweden has been placing an increasing emphasis on climate change.  In its 
Climate and Development Policy, Sida laid out the framework for 
interventions which focused on measures in three areas: prevention or 
minimization of greenhouse gases; reduction in the vulnerability of poor 
countries and poor people; and strengthening the possibilities available to the 
poor to adapt to climate change.  

However, Sida is continuing on its multi-layered approach to fighting climate 
change.  The Policy specifically recognizes the importance of the fisheries 
sector in issues around vulnerability and adaptation.  The approach is to 
integrate these issues, however, into broader initiatives being done at the 
country level.   

Besides these activities, Sweden has also established an International 
Commission on Climate Change and Development.  The Commission will 
present proposals on how developing countries can adapt to the new climate 
reality and on the types of support they need from the international 
community to do so.  The final report is expected in the spring of 2009 and 
will address the following issues.   
• The human dimension of climate change: what do people need in order to 

adapt and how are they adapting already?  
• The institutional architecture: how can Sweden best organize the plethora 

of institutions involved in climate change to efficiently encourage 
adaptation, in general and in accordance with the Paris declaration on aid 
effectiveness?  

• What are the financial and political prerequisites for the success of 
developing countries in meeting their adaptation needs?  

• Resources and financing: what resources are needed and how can they 
best be managed?  

 
Further news on SIDA provided through email from SIDA (forwarded by 
Blake Ratner): Priority will be given to partner countries that have drawn up 
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national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs) under the Climate 
Change Convention. The countries currently concerned are Bolivia, 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Burkina Faso and Mali, alongside special initiatives for 
regions in Africa and Asia. 
 
Through these initiatives, the Government is helping to integrate a climate 
perspective into the partner countries' own development strategies. The 
'climate billion' will give our ongoing actions in the areas of environment, 
water and energy a clearer climate adaptation profile. Sweden is thereby 
supporting the countries' own efforts to continue their development in a 
changed climate." (http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/11421/a/118345) 
 
Sida has announced some news in relation to the 2009 call for research 
applications that will be fully published in mid February. Sida states that 
research applications have to have a stronger focus on priorities listed in the 
Swedish policy for development cooperation (for example good governance, 
human rights and climate change) as well as a stronger focus on countries 
prioritized by Sida (of which Cambodia is one). Furthermore, Sida has 
announced that Swedish researchers can apply both for research projects and 
for 2-year post-doc positions at any research department or organization 
abroad.” 
 

• HIV/AIDS  
Sweden has taken a broad approach to the issue of health and other sectors as 
society as shown in the Health is Wealth Policy.   The funding of the Center’s 
project on Fisheries, HIV/AIDS and Health in Africa demonstrates the more 
complex approach that Sida is taking to the issues.  Unfortunately, mid 2009 
Sida announced widespread program cuts and indicated it would not be 
continuing funding to this WorldFish work. 
 
Sweden has funded a series of innovative projects including the Fighting 
HIV/AIDS in Asia and the Pacific.  Being administered by the ADB, this 
program has a series of sub-projects aimed at various aspects of the 
HIV/AIDS issue including links to infrastructure projects, bundling 
HIV/AIDS and human trafficking issues in Vietnam, and supporting 
networks for prevention in China.   

 
♦ Long term development partner countries where Sweden works (and 

WorldFish operates): 
o Africa- Zambia, Tanzania, Mozambique  
o Asia - Bangladesh, Cambodia  

 

Funding 
History 

 
♦ Core:    $352K (2009);  $352K (2008); $330K (2007); $296K (2006); $323K 

(2005); $365K (2004); $312K (2003); $268K (2002); $219 K (2001); $217K 
(2000) 

♦ Restricted:     
$1.753M (2009); $2.369M (2008); $711K (2007) $280K (2006); $19K (2005); 
$180K (2004)*; $329K(2003); $0.62M (2002); $0.78M (2001); $0.41M (2000)** 

♦ Sweden  ranked 7th of 60 members of the CGIAR in 2007;  Core $8.4M/ 
Rest- $5.2M  

♦ WorldFish ranked 2nd to the last of 15 Centers in 2007 for Core (top ILRI, 
last CIAT) and 3rd of 14 Centers for Rest 

 
*contracted amounts/** includes carryover 
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Active 
Projects 

 
Recently 

completed 
 

♦ Fisheries, HIV/AIDS and Health in Africa $4.2M (Heck) Apr 07-Mar 10 
 
 
♦ Strengthening Governance of Aquatic Resources in the Greater Mekong 

(Wetlands Alliance) $800K (Ratner) Jan 06- Dec 08-recently completed 
♦ Strengthening Governance of Aquatic Resources in the Greater Mekong 

(Wetlands Alliance Support) $125K  Jan 06 – Dec 08 
  

Past Projects ♦ Workshop on HIV and AIDS in the Fisheries Sector $50K (Heck) Dec 05- 
Feb06  

♦ The Role of Social Capital & NGOs $15K (Brooks) 
♦ Community management of openwater inland fisheries $20K for 1.5 yrs (M 

Rab) 
♦ Sida Wetlands Alliance Pre Proposal grant $25K (Edmond Oh) 
♦ Improving Policies for Sustainable Mgt of Coral Reefs $1.57M (JMcManus/M 

Ahmed) Jul 1998- Jun 2002 
♦ ReefBase: A Global Database of Coral Reefs and their Resources $192K (J 

McManus) Jan-Dec 1997 
♦ Global Symposium on Women in Fisheries $16K (MJ Williams) Nov 2001 
♦ International Consultative Workshop on Economic Valuation & Policy 

Priorities for Sustainable Management of Coral Reefs $20K (M Ahmed) Dec 
2001 

♦ Swedish Contribution to ICLARM on the Program for Policy Research and 
Impact Assessment $0.602M (M Torrell) Oct 1996 –Oct 1998 

♦ Fisheries Co-Management Workshop on Research Strategy, Methodologies, 
Field Experience of partners and Exchange of Information $15K (M Torrell) 
May 1995 

 

Opportunities 
worth 

discussing 

 
♦ SIDA has revised its country list, and has a primarily Africa focus 
♦ Our low ranking with Core will be hopefully improved based on the strengths 

of delivering on current restricted funded projects 
♦ SIDA reorganized Oct '08 according to 3 areas: policy, mgmt & operations.  

Useful to know how the new organization might open new doors if any     
♦ A wide range of projects have focused on  in fisheries  but it seems given the 

many areas of priority which relate to our MTP that we have significant other 
opportunities, particularly in Africa related to improving productivity of 
fisheries ;   

♦ Like many investors they are putting increasing emphasis on Climate change 
and specifically mention fisheries -- so opportunities here should be pursued.   
In this regard it would be useful to know the role of their new Climate 
Change Commission       

♦ There are considerable opportunities which relate to their environmental 
focus, some of which we are already pursuing in the Mekong; however, given 
their focus coastal management and ecosystems for the poor no doubt other 
opportunities might be explored      

♦ SIDA has also funded a large number of biodiversity related projects & we 
might explore if there are additional opportunities for us beyond what we are 
already pursuing in the Mekong.    

♦ Building capacity for developing trade policy is another priority and they 
specifically mention fish products -- this is another obvious link to our past 
work and an area that might be pursued.    

♦ We are already tapping into their broader programming for sustainable dev 
which considers issues like HIV/AIDS and nexus to natural resources and 
economic dev.   in Africa,  since they also have a similar focus in Asia support 
for similar initiatives should be explored  
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♦ Sweden is also interested in  broader social challenges like migration  and  
how fisheries relates to this might be of interest to them   

♦ Like Norway, Switzerland and others, Sweden has schemes for fellowship 
funding that should be explored   

Proposals 
submitted or 

in the 
pipeline 

 
♦  

Swedish 
Board 

Members and 
Staff 

 

 
Past Staff 
♦ Dr Magnus Torrell, Jan 1996- March 03 ,  Social Scientist, Policy Research 

and Impact Assessment Program (currently Senior Advisor - SEAFDEC - 
Sida Project Email- magnus@seafdec.org ) 

 
 

Partners 
 

 
♦ Swedish Museum of Natural History 
♦ University of Gothenburg 

Other Notes 
 

♦ Prof Ian Bryceson (2003-Norway-funded Coastal Aquaculture Systems Project $39KI 
Bryceson/J Bell) sits on the Board of the SIDA Research Council 

Follow-up 
Actions 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
These briefing notes are produced as a service to WorldFish Center staff and Board of Trustees by the 

Business Development and Communications Division 
 The WorldFish Center 

 Penang, Malaysia Tel ++60-4 626 1606 (GMT +8) 



Business Development and Communications 8 Aug 2009 
  

 
Annex 1 
 
Subject: Sida's new country list 
 
 
Long-term development funding: 
 
Africa: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia 
Asia: Bangladesh, Cambodia 
Latin America: Bolivia 
 
Conflict countries that Sweden will support: 
 
Africa: Burundi, DR Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan 
Asia: Afghanistan, East Timor  
Middle East: Iraq, Westbank-Gaza 
Latin America: Colombia, Guatemala 
 
European countries that Sweden will support:  
 
Albania, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Georgia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Moldova, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine 
 
Phasing out, some work remains to be funded: 
 
Africa: Botswana, Namibia, South Africa 
Asia: India, Indonesia, China, Vietnam 
 
Countries that will be phased out: 
 
Africa: Angola, Cote D Ivoire, Malawi, Nigeria 
Asia: Philippines, Laos, Mongolia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand 
Latin America and Caribbean: Chile, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru 
Europe: Armenia, Azerbajdzan, Kirgizistan, Montenegro, Tadjikistan, Russia 
Middle East: Lebanon 
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Annex 2 
Current WorldFish projects funded by SIDA 
 
Fisheries and HIV/AIDS in Africa: Investing in Sustainable Solutions USD4.3M, Apr 07-Mar 10 
(S Heck, D Jamu)  

Small-scale fisheries in Africa provide livelihoods for millions of poor people. They also provide food and 
nutrition security, including to those who live with HIV/AIDS. Researchers working on this proposed 
project will strengthen the capacity of people and agencies throughout Africa with the objective of 
building a strategic response to HIV/AIDS in the fisheries sectors. In many African countries, fisherfolk 
are among the populations with the highest risk of HIV and AIDS -- with prevalence rates 4 to 5 times 
higher than the general population. Program researchers aim to improve understanding of the trends 
and risk factors of HIV/AIDS in the fisheries sector. Researchers will identify viable investments that 
meet the challenges of fisheries sector workers with HIV/AIDS, and improve policies and processes for 
dissemination of information, adoption of technologies, and investment. The institutional partner in this 
funding proposal is the Sustainable Fisheries Livelihoods Programme of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization. 

Recently completed projects 

Launching the Wetlands Alliance: Building Local Capacity for Sustainable Wetlands 
Management USD451K, Jan 06- Dec 08 (R Arthur) 

This project envisions a set of plans leading to an alliance among regional agencies working in the 
Mekong region. The alliance will strengthen the capacity of local change agents to support sustainable 
wetlands management for the benefit of the poor. The launch of the alliance represents a milestone in 
regional cooperation with multiple organizations jointly managing budgets and strategic planning. The 
main issues the proposed alliance will address are local management and mitigation, institutional policy 
change, construction of a collaborative framework and common approaches among members. Partners 
include the Asian Institute of Technology, Coastal Resources Institute of Prince of Songkla University, the 
Asian Institute of Technology and the Worldwide Fund for Nature. 

The Wetlands Alliance is an undertaking to collectively build capcacity for the sustainable and effective 
management of wetlands and aquatic resources. This innovative undertaking seeks to strenghthen the 
capacity of change agents at the sub-national and local level by supporting the creation and synthesis of 
more adaptive and better quality information flows, assisted by relevant research, and the provision of a 
framework that encourages dissemination of lessons and best practices locally, nationally and regionally. 
Activities under the Wetlands Alliance will be undertaken in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand - 
countries in the Mekong region which share common problems in their efforts to sustainably manage 
wetlands and aquatic resources in ways that address poverty and support local livelihoods. These 
activities will be carried out by the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Coastal Resources Institute 
(CORIN) of the Prince of Songkla University, the WorldFish Center and the Worldwide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) - a regional Alliance of partner organisations that have committed to engage in joint 
programming. 

International Workshop on Responding to HIV/AIDS in the Fishery Sector in Africa USD50K 
Feb 06 (S Heck) 

The Swedish Government provided funding for the WorldFish Center’s two-day international workshop on 
Responding to HIV/AIDS in the Fishery Sector in Africa in Lusaka, Zambia on 21-22 February 2006. The 
workshop targeted agencies involved in research, planning and community development in the fishery 
and public health sectors, about 60 participants from 13 African countries, including research institutions, 
civil society and government. It aimed to review and compare approaches in response to HIV/AIDS, 
identified good practices suitable for wider application and identified investments needed in development 
and research to scale up programs, adapt to changes, create a network of practitioners in Africa, and 
monitor impact. 


