Press Release
Dhaka, Dec. 01 (BSS): USAID $3 million to salvage 37,500 Sidr-affected fish and shrimp farms by February 2009. Nearly one third of the fish and shrimp farms ravaged by cyclone Sidr in November 2007 in Bangladesh’s south and south-western areas are expected to overcome their losses by February next year. An investment of $3 million from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) into the Cyclone Affected Aquaculture Rehabilitation Project (CAARP), managed by the WorldFish Center Bangladesh with 11 partner NGOs, has assisted rehabilitation efforts for the affected farmers. The WorldFish Center is one of 15 international institutions supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and works to reduce poverty and hunger by improving fisheries and aquaculture (www.worldfishcenter.org).
Cyclone Sidr killed more than 3,000 people and devastated a long stretch of coastline along the Bay of Bengal, causing major physical and economic losses in 11 districts and 42 subdistricts (upazilas). According to official statistics it damaged 151,086 ponds and enclosures covering 46,712 acres and caused stock losses of 7,070 tonnes of fish, 829 tonnes of shrimp and 22.1 million fingerlings, total losses amounting to about Taka 1,280 million.
More than 37,500 farmers who used to cultivate fish in ponds and grow shrimp and prawns in enclosures will benefit from the CAARP project. CAARP has provided aquaculture rehabilitation packs consisting of lime, fertilizer, feed, fish fingerlings, shrimp and prawn post-larvae, training and cash incentives to the affected farmers in Barisal, Bagerhat, Jhalokathi, Patuakhali and Pirojpur, the five worst-affected districts. Moreover, CAARP has provided training on aquaculture, environment, gender, extension and communication to 165 partner NGO staff to educate farmers at the grassroots level.

The WorldFish Center said that the deliverables expected would include 3,800 tonnes of fish, 138 tonnes of prawn and 140 tonnes of shrimp in to the hands of more than 1,700 aquaculture farmer groups.

“Our goal is not only to quickly reestablish fish, golda and bagda farms for the poorest of those affected by the cyclone but also through training enhance production performance beyond the pre-Sidr level” said Alan C. Brooks, Regional Director of the WorldFish Center, Bangladesh and South Asia office. “This project,” he continued, “places particular emphasis on supporting female headed households and those most in need, as well as looking to build better farmer coordinated linkages with private sector suppliers and traders, and raises awareness on climate change impacts and mitigation measures.”
Abdur Rahshid Khan, an affected farmer from Bhandaria, Pirojpur, said “We are getting fish fingerlings at pond sites free of cost” adding he is expecting his first harvest by November, the same month of last year when his two fish ponds were washed away by the tidal surge. He said CAARP has infused farmers with fresh enthusiasm and confidence for fish cultivation as they are being supported by the WorldFish Center. “I have invested around Taka 10,000 for my two ponds and expect a return of Taka 50,000 by December” Khan said, echoing two others—Bazlu Master and Tofazzel Farazi, from Jhalokathi.

Department of Fisheries sources said Danida and FAO are also providing support to some 30,700 fish farmers and fishermen in the affected districts. Danida has been providing lime, fish fingerlings, shrimp and prawn post-larvae, poultry and livestock support, while FAO provides fish fingerlings, fishing nets, boats and other support to pond farmers and fishermen who fish deep in the bay. END/
