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Managlng mangroves

— "Mangroves are trees thatican grow infsaltiwater,where;the Iand'meets thelsea. There are about‘30
ifferent species of. mangroves in S@Iomon Islands;@nelof the largestmangrove areas the.country
is in South Malaita, covering|West Argare Lagoon; Marama5|ke Passageand Raroisuiu|Bayiihese

mangrove forests are a V|taI soUrce oﬁ.food and cash foricoastal communltles Mangrove forests can
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Many communities manage their mangrove resources by temporarily /S BR R . Mud crabs are an important source of income for people in South Malaita.
closing an area. Sticks are placed at the entry of the channels. Banning . R F R S W vy | | : . V The crabs are caught in the mangroves and transported to markets as far
fishing for a specific period is an effective way to protect marine il i B (RS N L as Honiara. The best way to safeguard this important fishery is to avoid
resources. Rl s e o T - W | | ' A harvesting undersized crabs and to ban taking female crabs with eggs.
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Mangrove forests protect the coast. In areas where mangroves have been
cleared, damage from cyclones is often much more severe.

The mangrove forests of South Malaita are customary owned. In general, P D N N e s s R RS . e - A great number of taboo sites are located in the mangrove forests of South
people can use the mangrove resources for subsistence, but commercial YN N V2 S @ (OesTaD o : P XNSNET A D e Malaita. This shows how important mangroves are in the culture and history
harvesting requires the permission of the land owners. Customary W e § W\ i) L . _' B P e - L. £ TR S N I SRR . of the Are’are people.

institutions remain strong in Are’are, providing a foundation for the _— T At/ AG > : " ot N Ve n R e

sustainable management of mangroves.

Ministry of Environment, Climate  Provincial Fisheries Office
Change, Disaster Management & Malaita Provincial
Meteorology (MECDM) Government

PO Box 21, Vavaya Ridge,

Honiara

Ph: 26036 The clearance of mangroves by logging companies to construct log

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine ponds poses a threat for this important ecosystem, and endangers

pRssurces . ! the livelihoods and food security of coastal communities.
ox G2, Kukum Highway,

Honiara
Ph: 39143
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