
Research Assistant – Species 2000
(Duty Station: Los Baños, Philippines)
Background:

Species 2000 (http://www.species2000.org) is a “Federation” of database organizations working closely with users, taxonomists and sponsoring agencies. It aims to create the Catalogue of Life in collaboration with the U.S. Integrated Taxonomy Information Service. The Catalogue of Life is the taxonomic backbone of many biodiversity databases and information system projects around the world including Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) http://www.gbif.org. The WorldFish Center through its Philippine Office undertakes the compilation and preparation of the Species 2000 Annual Checklist for the Species 2000 Secretariat from contributions of individual database providers.
Responsibilities:

Working for nine (9) months duration under the direct supervision of the Officer-in-Charge of The WorldFish Center - Philippine Office, and the remote supervision of the Species 2000 secretariat (University of Reading, United Kingdom) the successful candidate shall have the following responsibilities:-
· Prepare the annual check-list 2007 of the Catalogue of Life as a database to be published on CD-ROM/DVD in March 2007:
a. Manage a database with potentially all the names of the living organisms (the database is in MySQL, the front end is in MS-Access -VB);

b. Create, design, enhance and revise the database interface for data checking, encoding and integrating with the support of the office IT Team;

c. Manage the higher hierarchy classification under the guidance of the Species 2000 Taxonomic Group;

d. Receive global species databases dedicated to one group submitted by contributing organizations and apply checking, formatting, quality control and integrating routines to databases; and
e. Interact with the Species 2000 Secretariat and scientists of database contributing organizations.
· Help the SeaLifeBase Project to manage the marine organism higher hierarchy classification in relation with the Catalogue of Life.
Requirements:
· BSc degree in Biology / Zoology / Botany;

· Good knowledge of groups in general zoology, botany & protistology and a basic theoretic knowledge in taxonomy and nomenclature. A good knowledge of marine organisms would be helpful;

· A very good experience in MS-ACCESS or other database management systems particularly in creating queries, views, forms and reports;

· High level of competence in spoken and written English language; and
· Willing to travel to UK in September 2006.
	


The selected applicant will be hosted in The WorldFish Center - Philippine Office located at the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), Los Baños Laguna, within the Natural Resources Management Research Portfolio under the Species 2000 Project.  The position is open to Philippine Nationals. The WorldFish Center offers competitive remuneration packages and provides an innovative work environment.

Interested applicants are invited to submit their application and a comprehensive curriculum vitae that includes names and contacts (telephone, fax, and e-mail address) of three (3) professional referees who are knowledgeable about the candidate’s professional qualifications, work experience, and transcript of record by priority mail or hand-delivered no later than 20 June 2006 to:
Ms. Irene Robel

(Email: i.robel@cgiar.org)

The WorldFish Center – Philippine Office

Khush Hall, IRRI, College, Los Baños, Laguna

Tel/Fax: (049) 536 0202
A member of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), the WorldFish Center is an international scientific research organization conducting fisheries and aquaculture research in tropical developing countries. Its global headquarters is in Penang, Malaysia with outreach offices in 8 countries.





The Center is currently recruiting highly competent and motivated individual to fill the following position starting 1 July 2006:








