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Hatchery manager, Michael Tekanene, in Kiribati with a sea

cucumber broodstock White Teatfish (Holothuria fuscogilva)

used for propagating juveniles for restocking. Photo: S. Purcell

A research symposium in Nouméa on 15-18 February 2011 has been organised by ACIAR and Secretariat of the Pacific

Community (SPC) to support the development of sustainable tropical sea cucumber aquaculture.

Sea cucumbers are in high demand for food and for their reported medicinal qualities. They are a critical source of

cash income for many poor and remote coastal communities throughout the Asia Pacific.

Collected by divers in deep water, or women and children in the shallows, the sea

cucumbers are dried before selling to traders. Their high value has led to

over-exploitation, and sea cucumber fisheries are in crisis globally.

Since the mid-1990s, ACIAR and the WorldFish Center have been funding researchers in

Vietnam, Philippines, Solomon Islands, New Caledonia, Fiji and Australia to develop

systems for farming sea cucumbers.

Recent research in Vietnam has simplified hatchery methods, meaning that farming

and restoring wild populations becomes more viable in developing countries, isolated

island and remote coastal communities.

Work with community organisations in the Philippines has pioneered

community-based ‘sea ranching’ as a way of supplementing the income of local fishers

and contributing to the rebuilding of wild populations.

More than 100 delegates at the Asia-Pacific Tropical Sea Cucumber Aquaculture

Symposium will share recent advances in hatchery production technology, release

strategies, farming techniques, management practices, post-harvest technologies for

value adding and supply chains and marketing.

More Information
SPC’s Coastal Fisheries Programme: http://www.spc.int/coastfish/

ABC Landline program on ACIAR-funded sea cucumber work in Vietnam:

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2010/s3046712.htm

WorldFish Center “The Grub and Poor Coastal Communities”:

http://www.worldfishcenter.org/wfcms/HQ/article.aspx?ID=162
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Related countries

Vietnam

Philippines

Solomon Islands

Fiji

Related projects

Review of sandfish pond-culture progress in Vietnam

Developing aquaculture-based livelihoods in the Pacific islands region and tropical Australia

Sea ranching and restocking sandfish (Holothuria scabra) in Asia-Pacific

Improving sustainability and profitability of village sea cucumber fisheries in Solomon Islands

Optimal release strategies for restocking and stock enhancement of the tropical sea cucumber, sandfish (Holothuria scabra)

Development of methods for mass rearing of tropical sea cucumbers for the purpose of enhancing wild stocks

Related publications

A sea cucumber fisheries management project in PNG: a project feasibility review to ACIAR

Sandfish hatchery techniques

Improving sustainability and profitability of village sea cucumber fisheries in Solomon Islands

Sea cucumber fisheries: a manager's toolbox
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