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Foreword


A strong evidence base is essential for the provision of more effective development and humani
tarian assistance to the poorest. It helps us improve the ways in which we currently work, cease 
doing things that are ineffective, and make sound decisions between competing priorities. It is a 
major tool for improving value for money. Good evidence is based on well designed and rigorous 
research, synthesised and communicated to make it useful for decision makers. DFID has a strong 
commitment to commissioning world class research and ensuring that the resulting evidence is 
available in the UK and our partner countries. 

DFID Research 2009–2010 describes projects that DFID currently funds and findings from 
research that DFID has funded in the past. It demonstrates the impact of DFID funded research, 
including: 

yy research that can lead to a reduction in poverty. For example, the development and launch 
of East Coast Fever vaccine in eastern Africa, through the Global Alliance in Livestock 
Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed), could protect farmers’ incomes by saving over a 
million cattle lives. 

yy studies that allow us to do more with available funds. For example, the Developing Antiretroviral 
Therapy (DART) trial, co-funded with the Medical Research Council (MRC), showed 
that expensive antiretroviral testing in Africa can be used much less, enabling one third 
more people with HIV to receive treatment for the same cost. 

yy studies that allow us to avoid developing expensive ideas that sound reasonable but do not work. 
For example, a trial of vitamin A supplementation in pregnant women showed that this 
intervention was not effective and should not be further pursued. 

yy studies that help improve governance and counter corruption. For example, studies show that 
taxation, when properly applied, improves the responsiveness of governments to taxpayers 
and promotes growth, as well as raising revenue. 

DFID’s Research Strategy was designed following an open process of consultation with more 
than a thousand respondents around the world. Ministers’ commitment to improving research and 
evidence has led to an increase in DFID’s research and greater emphasis on evidence based policy 
making across the organisation.This is underpinned by a commitment to spend up to a third of 
the research budget on ensuring that research evidence from any source gets to the policy makers 
and end users who need it.This publication aims to ensure transparency and accountability to the 
public, parliament, ministers, partners and stakeholders. 

DFID’s research is organised under five broad themes in support of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs): 

yy human development, covering health and education 
yy agriculture, in support of food security and economic growth 
yy climate change and the environment 
yy governance, conflict and social development 
yy growth, including economic growth infrastructure. 
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Following the White Paper, Eliminating Poverty – Building our Common Future (2009), we 
further increased the emphasis on agriculture and food security, fragile states and climate 
change. 

DFID’s drive to ensure that research and evidence are at the heart of policy making was 
boosted in 2009 by the creation of a Research and Evidence Division (RED) and its co-
location with the Policy Division. In 2009, fourteen eminent researchers were appointed 
by DFID as Senior Research Fellows.These researchers were seconded to DFID by their 
organisations to help ensure that we remain at the forefront of development research think
ing; their profiles can be found at the end of this report.Whilst the RED commissions most 
major research projects, country offices and other divisions also commission research (not 
covered in this report), which is relevant to their areas of interest and underpins policy and 
practice at all levels. 

DFID is fortunate to work closely with many partners from the public and private sectors 
who share the vision of evidence based policy and practice.These include many of the world’s 
leading universities in southern and northern countries, the UK research councils, other 
UK government departments and major multilateral agencies. Much of the work reported 
here would not be possible without their collaboration. 

Christopher Whitty 

Chief Scientific Advisor & 

Director, Research & Evidence




Acronyms and abbreviations 


AATF African Agricultural Technology Foundation 
ACIAR Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 
AfDB African Development Bank 
BBSRC Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council 
Bioversity International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) and the 
International International Network for Improvement of Banana and Plantain 

(INIBAP). 
BMGF Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
BMZ German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development 
CBFM community based fisheries management 
CCAA Climate Change Adaptation in Africa programme 
CEPR Centre for Economic Policy Research (London) 
CFS Centre for the Future State (IDS) 
CGIAR Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
CIDA Canadian International Development Agency 
CIMMYT International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center 
CRISE Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security and 

Ethnicity 
CSRC Crisis States Research Centre (LSE) 
DART Developing Antiretroviral Therapy 
DECC Department for Energy and Climate Change 
DEFRA Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
DFID Department for International Development 
DGIS Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
DNDi Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative 
EACC Economics of Adaptation to Climate Change 
EC European Commission 
EPSRC Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
ESRC Economic and Social Research Council 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
FCO UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
GALVmed Global Alliance in Livestock Veterinary Medicines 
GFAR global Forum on Agricultural Research 
gTKP Global Transport Knowledge Partnership 
GTZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit GmbH 
ICT information and communication technology 
IDRC International Development Research Centre (Canada) 
IDS Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development 
iiG Improving Institutions for Pro-poor Growth 
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Acronyms and abbreviations 


IMMPACT Measuring Maternal Mortality Programme 
IRRI International Rice Research Institute 
IZA Institute for the Study of Labor (Bonn) 
KCP Knowledge for Change Programme 
LSE London School of Economics 
MDG Millennium Development Goal 
MK4D Mobilising Knowledge for Development 
MMV Medicines for Malaria Venture 
MRC Medical Research Council 
NERC Natural Environment Research Council 
NORAD Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation 
ODI Overseas Development Institute 
OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECD DAC OECD Development Assistance Committee 
R4D Research4Development website 
RDMFA Royal Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
RECOUP Research Consortium on Education Outcomes and Poverty 
RED Research and Evidence Division, DFID 
RiPPLE Research-inspired Policy and Practice Learning in Ethiopia and 

the Nile Region 
RNRRS Renewable Natural Resources Research Strategy 
SDC Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
SEACAP South East Asia Community Access Programme 
SIDA Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
SOAS School of Oriental and African Studies 
SRF Senior Research Fellow 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNU–WIDER United Nations University – World Institute for Development 

Economics 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
WDR World Development Report 
WFSJ World Federation of Science Journalists 
WHO World Health Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 

www.research4development.info


Human Development

Introduction 

Ill health, poor education and poverty are consistently linked together in a vicious circle. In 
every society, the poorest economically also have the poorest health and the poorest educa
tion; conversely, lack of education and ill health keep people and societies poor. Recognising 
the linkages between health and education, DFID has built a major portfolio of research 
under the heading Human Development.This research supports the achievement of MDG 
2 (achieve universal primary education), MDG 4 (reduce child mortality), MDG 5 (improve 
maternal health), and MDG 6 (combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases). It also fulfils 
the 2009White Paper commitments on maternal and child health, malaria, and working with 
the private sector. 

DFID has extensive experience in health research and a large portfolio of health projects.The 
education portfolio is currently smaller, but over the past decade DFID has funded over 60 
education programmes. 

DFID’s health and education research is conducted in universities and research institutes in 
Britain and abroad. In collaboration with other funders, particularly the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, innovative alliances have also been built with the private sector through product 
development partnerships (PDPs).These bring together the strengths of the universities and 
the private sector in developed and developing countries. DFID also has a significant and 
ongoing collaboration with the UK MRC and the Wellcome Trust. 

2009 has seen the results of some major studies, which will have an impact on health and 
education in developing countries.These include: 

yy the Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi), which receives core funding from 
DFID. This organisation has produced a new drug for the treatment of trypanosomiasis,or 
sleeping sickness – one of the most neglected of tropical diseases. Nifurtimox-eflornithine 
combination therapy (NECT) is the first new combination treatment of trypanosomiasis 
in 25 years. More convenient for patients, it also puts fewer burdens on health staff and 
cuts the costs of medicine, transport and hospitalisation. 

yy the Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV), which receives core funding from DFID. 
MMV brought out a new antimalarial treatment, dispersible Coartem, in 2009, specially 
formulated for children (see Research in action, page 12). 

yy a trial of Vitamin A supplementation in women of child bearing age in Africa, which 
demonstrated conclusively that this potentially expensive intervention has no impact on 
morbidity and mortality, allowing resources to be diverted to other, more effective inter
ventions (see Research in action, page 13). 

yy the Measuring Maternal Mortality (IMMPACT) Programme, which has developed new, 
low cost methods of calculating maternal mortality. 

yy research in Ghana and India that has identified many reasons why children do not go to 
school.This information is useful for education planners, enabling them to target these 
groups and so improve access to education in vulnerable populations (see Research in 
action, page 15). 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Case study: The lasting impact of research 

Reducing the costs of treating HIV 
Developing Anti-Retroviral Therapy for Adults in Africa (DART): 2002–2010 

It is well documented that using antiret- ART side effects made no significant differ
roviral therapy (ART) to treat HIV posi- ence to five year survival. This means that 
tive adults saves lives. However, prescribing people can be treated in a more efficient, 
this treatment usually involves extensive less costly and less invasive manner. 
laboratory testing and monitoring.This can 

Additionally, the money saved from labora
substantially increase the cost of delivering 

tory tests could free up resources, allowing 
the treatment, and can restrict the number 

greater access to HIV treatment in the 
of people who can receive treatment where 

population.Treatment can now be provided 
laboratories and healthcare staff are limited. 

through fully trained and qualified health 
In partnership with the UK MRC and the 

care workers in community settings, which 
Rockefeller Foundation, DFID sponsored 

saves the lives of those living in remote 
a study to investigate whether ART could 

areas with limited access to a hospital or 
be delivered safely and effectively to people 

laboratory.

living with HIV in resource limited settings,

without extensive use of expensive labora

tory testing.


The DART trial brought together health

specialists with pharmaceutical companies 

(which provided the drugs used in the study)

in the largest ever clinical trial of ART for 

people with HIV in Africa.The results of the

trial showed that ART can be delivered safely

without routine laboratory tests. Testing 

Mozambique: selection of antiretroviral drugs at a
conducted every three months to monitor health clinic. (Panos – Giacomo Pirozzi ) 

For further information: 
www.ctu.mrc.ac.uk/dart/ 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=50078 

Key references: 
Routine versus clinically driven laboratory monitoring of HIV antiretroviral in Africa (DART): A 

randomized non-inferiority trial. Lancet. 2010 Jan. 123-131. 

DART points the way for HIV treatment programmes. Lancet 2010. Jan. 96-98. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Product partnerships 

Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) 
2000–2015 

See Research in action, page 12 

International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) 
2008–2013 

The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative is a not-for-profit foundation whose mission is 
to ensure the development of safe, effective and accessible HIV vaccines for use throughout 
the world. IAVI was established in 1996, and has been working in east and South Africa 
and India to develop a strong clinical and laboratory network, build capability, and support 
better approaches to managing the spread of HIV in these countries. 

International Partnership for Microbicides (IPM) 
2002–2018 

IPM is a not-for-profit product development partnership established in 2002. It aims to 
accelerate the development and availability of safe and effective microbicides for use by 
women in developing countries to reduce and prevent the spread of HIV transmission. 

Global Alliance for Tuberculosis Drug Development (TBA) 
2005–2013 

The Global Alliance for Tuberculosis Drug Development is a public–private partnership 
founded in 2000, with the aim of accelerating the development of new drug regimens that 
shorten and/or simplify treatment of active and latent forms of tuberculosis. DFID funding 
also specifies that the new drug regimens must be accessible, affordable and capable of being 
deployed in remote areas of developing countries. 

Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi) 
2005–2013 

The Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative is an independent, not-for-profit organisation, 
launched in 2003 to develop effective and affordable treatments for some of the most neglected 
diseases. DFID funding also specifies that the initiative must work with developing countries 
to advocate the use of the new drugs to treat people living in poverty or in remote areas. 

Research on effective health interventions 

Vitamin A Supplementation Trial (Vit A) 
1999–2010 

See Research in action, page 13 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Measuring Maternal Mortality (IMMPACT) 
2003–2009 

The IMMPACT programme, managed by Aberdeen University, works to build evidence on 
the effectiveness and cost–benefits of intervention strategies for safe mother/infant services 
in developing countries. 

Developing Antiretroviral Therapy for Adults in Africa (DART) 
2002–2010 

See Case study:The lasting impact of research, page 6. 

Antiretroviral Therapy for Children in Africa (ARROW) 
2006–2011 

Imperial College London is funded by DFID and the UK MRC to explore whether cost-
effective ways of managing access and delivering antiretroviral treatment to adults living 
with HIV in Africa (see DART project) can be applied to the management of children 
with HIV. 

Microbicides Development Programme (MDP) 
2002–2010 

The Microbicides Development Programme is a single product partnership, established to 
develop vaginal microbicides for the prevention of HIV transmission. It is funded by DFID 
and the UK MRC and administered by the MRC Clinical Trials Unit and Imperial College 
London. The Microbicides Development Programme produced conclusive evidence that 
the vaginal microbicide, Pro 2000, does not reduce the risk of HIV infection in women. 
The partnership also conducted research into the acceptability, and barriers to uptake, of 
microbicide products in vulnerable communities in developing countries. 

International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh  
(ICDDR,B) 
2005–2010 

The International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh is an international 
health research institution located in Dhaka that was established to promote feasible and cost-
effective solutions to the major health and nutritional problems of poor people globally. 

Medical Research Council (MRC) 
2008–2013 

Since 1993 there has been a concordat between DFID and the UK MRC, to support 
biomedical health research to tackle the priority health problems of people in developing 
countries.The concordat supports funding for a wide variety of research projects that focus 
on improving health and health systems in developing countries including clinical trials, 
developing capacity in health research and working in partnership with developing country 
institutions to ensure that research results help shape policy and practice. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Tropical Disease Research Programme (TDR) 
2008–2013 

DFID contributes to the funding of the Tropical Disease Research Programme, based at the 
World Health Organization (WHO).The Programme provides a collaborative information 
service to build capacity and capability among research partners and scientists from disease 
endemic countries. 

Health policy and practice research 

Consortium for Research Capacity Building in Reproductive and Sexual 
Health and HIV/AIDS in Developing Countries 
2005–2010 

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine manages a research consortium that 
brings together a wide range of disciplines including epidemiologists, health economists, 
and specialists from social, clinical and microbiological sciences, to learn more about the 
reproductive and sexual health of poor populations in Africa and Asia Pacific.The outputs 
produced by the consortium are designed to strengthen the evidence available to policy mak
ers, to enable them to make better informed decisions on reducing incidences of HIV. 

Realising Rights: Improving Sexual and Reproductive Health for the Poor 
and Vulnerable Populations 
2005–2010 

This research consortium, managed by the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at the 
University of Sussex, brings together multidisciplinary researchers and service delivery 
partners to raise the profile of the sexual and reproductive health and rights of vulnerable 
populations in developing countries. 

Strategic Research to Develop the Evidence Base for Policy for Mother and 
Infant Care at Facility and Community Level 
2005–2010 

See Research in action, page 14. 

The Mental Health and Poverty Project: Mental Health Policy Development 
and Implementation Across Four African Countries 
2005–2010 

This project, run by the University of Cape Town’s Department of Psychiatry and Mental 
Health, is undertaking a review of existing mental health policies in Ghana, South Africa, 
Uganda and Zambia to support the future development of mental health service policies 
and provision in these countries. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Effective Health Care Programme (Systematic Reviews) 
2005–2010 

The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine is working in partnership with key health care 
specialists in developing countries to produce reliable, relevant and up to date reviews of 
effective health care interventions.The information produced by the team is being used by 
researchers, practitioners and policy makers to make better informed decisions on health 
care provision and policies in low and middle income countries. 

Evidence for Action on HIV Treatment and Care Systems 
2005–2010 

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine is coordinating an HIV focused 
research consortium to increase knowledge on how to design, manage and deliver comprehen
sive HIV treatment and care programmes for adults and children in resource poor settings. 

Addressing the Balance of Burden of AIDS (ABBA) 
2006–2011 

The Population Council and Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine manage a research 
consortium which aims to review the evidence on the lifestyles and experiences of poor 
and vulnerable groups who are HIV/AIDS positive in Africa.The project outputs will sup
port African governments to make better informed decisions on how to use scarce health 
service resources. 

Consortium for Research on Equitable Health Systems (CREHS) 
2005–2010 

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine is leading a research consortium 
to examine how health system policies can be designed and implemented to benefit the 
poorest people in middle and low income countries. 

Communicable diseases: Vulnerability, Risk and Poverty (COMDIS) 
2006–2011 

The Nuffield Centre for International Health and Development, at the University of Leeds, 
is working in partnership with developing country research institutes to identify and dis
seminate knowledge on good practice, and preventing the spread of communicable diseases 
in developing countries. 

Alliance for Health and Systems Research 
2005–2010 

The Alliance for Health and Systems Research is an international collaboration based in 
the Health Systems and Services Cluster in the World Health Organization (WHO). DFID 
funds the Alliance, in partnership with other government and international organisations, 
to develop an evidence base on what works and new ways to support implementation of 
health initiatives in developing countries.This aims to support delivery of better health care 
systems and policies for some of the world’s poorest and most vulnerable populations. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
10 
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Current research projects 

Human Reproductive Programme (HRP) 
2008–2013 

DFID contributes to the funding of the Human Reproductive Programme, the main 
programme team within the United Nations system for research on human reproduction. 
The programme brings together policy makers, scientists, health care providers, clinicians, 
consumers and community representatives to identify and address priorities for research to 
improve sexual and reproductive health. The Human Reproductive Programme supports 
and coordinates research on a global scale, synthesises research through systematic literature 
reviews, builds research capacity in low income countries, and develops dissemination tools 
to make efficient use of ever increasing research information. 

Research into Tobacco Control (RITC) 
2005–2010 

The Research into Tobacco Control Programme, funded by DFID and managed by the 
Canadian International Development Research Centre (IDRC) has been established to 
develop effective tobacco control policies and intervention programmes to minimise the 
negative impacts of tobacco production and consumption in developing countries. 

Health Research Capacity Strengthening in Kenya and Malawi (HRCS) 
2008–2013 

DFID, in partnership with the Wellcome Trust and IDRC in Canada, developed this pro
gramme to assist in building local capacity to commission, conduct and implement the 
findings of high quality research that addresses the health needs of Kenya and Malawi. 

Education 

Implementing Education Quality in Low Income Countries (EDQual) 
2005–2010 

This research consortium, managed by Bristol University’s Department of Education, aims 
to establish the evidence base for ways in which policy makers and practitioners can improve 
the quality of education for disadvantaged learners in developing countries. 

Consortium for Research on Educational Access, Transition and Equity 
(CREATE) 
2006–2010 

Sussex University’s Centre for International Education manages a research consortium 
established to support the application of evidence based research in improved policy and 
practice to reduce exclusion from basic education in low income countries. 

Research Consortium on Education Outcomes and Poverty (RECOUP) – 
Breaking the Cycle of Deprivation 
2005–2010 

See Research in action, page 15. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Research in action 

Seeking a cure for malaria 
Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV): 2005–2014 

According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO),malaria infects 500 million people,and 
kills nearly a million,each year.This preventable, 
curable disease mainly affects people in poor 
countries, particularly children. Because the 
malaria parasite has become resistant to older 
medicines it is estimated that a child dies of 
malaria every 30 seconds. Development of an 
effective treatment for malaria would therefore 
contribute significantly to the achievement of 
MDG 4, to reduce child mortality. 

To meet this challenge, DFID has funded 
the Medicines for MalariaVenture (MMV), a 
not-for-profit, public–private partnership of 
research institutions and companies. MMV 
has successfully developed new drugs that 
make malaria treatment more effective and 
reduce deaths. 

The first MMV drug, Coartem® Dispersible 
Kenya, Kilifi District: taking a blood sample from awas launched in 2007 in Zambia for use among 

children. It is now the drug of choice through 
child for malaria research. (Panos – Caroline Penn) 

much of Africa and the malaria endemic formulation is safe, effective and provides a 
world. Previously children were given a bit- malaria cure rate of 97%. In addition to saving 
ter tasting crushed up tablet, which was often lives, it is likely that this drug will provide cost 
poorly absorbed and vomited up later. With savings, as the formula is easier for children 
Coartem®, research findings described in to swallow, more easily absorbed, and more 
highly rated, peer reviewed medical journals, acceptable to parents and professionals who 
such as the Lancet, demonstrate that this new administer the drug. 

For further information: 
www.mmv.org/ 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=60659 

Key references: 
The Medicines for Malaria Venture. World Bank Independent Evaluation Group. Global 

Programme Review. 2007 Jun 26;1(2). 

Abdulla, S. and Sagara, I. 2009. Dispersible formulation of artemether/lumefantrine: specifically 
developed for infants and young children. Malaria Journal: 8 (Suppl 1):S7. 

Abdulla, S., Sagara, I., Borrmann, S., D’Alessandro, U., González, R., Hamel, M., et al. 2008. 
Efficacy and safety of artemether-lumefantrine dispersible tablets compared with crushed commercial 
tablets in African infants and children with uncomplicated malaria: a randomised, single-blind, 
multicentre trial. Lancet: 372(9652):1819–27. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Research in action 

Identifying ineffective interventions 
Vitamin A Supplementation Trial: 1999–2010 

Vitamin A deficiency affects pregnant women 
and children in many poor countries. If left 
untreated it can lead to eye problems, blind
ness, a weakened immune system and often 
death. The benefits of providing Vitamin A 
Supplementation (VAS) for small children is 
scientifically well established. However, the 
benefits to pregnant women have not been 
well studied. To explore this issue, DFID 
funded the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine to investigate whether 
giving VAS to women of reproductive age 
would reduce maternal mortality. 

Working with Kintampo Health Research 
Centre in Ghana, a randomised double-blind 
placebo controlled trial was conducted in 
seven districts in Ghana to test the impact 
of VAS in reducing maternal mortality rates 
among women of child bearing age and their 
infants. The results showed that providing 
VAS to women had no beneficial impact on 
their survival or the survival of their infants. 
This demonstrates that a frequently used 

For further information: 

health measure is not effective in practice 
and can, therefore, offer cost savings to health 
systems and maternal health programmes. 
By not investing in VAS, policy makers and 
researchers can now focus on other, more 
important measures that can reduce maternal 
deaths, thereby contributing in other ways 
to achieving MDG 5, improving maternal 
health. 

Importantly, the VAS study also examined 
infant survival.The research team found that 
infant deaths could be reduced by 22% in 
women who breastfed their babies within the 
first hour of birth. Breastfed babies were also 
four times less likely to die than those fed 
other milk or solids.This research confirms 
the health benefits of exclusive breastfeeding 
and doing so soon after birth. The findings 
show that an important, no-cost intervention 
can reduce infant deaths and avoid hospital 
admissions in countries where hospitals are 
too costly and inaccessible for most of the 
population. 

www.lshtm.ac.uk/nphiru/research/obaapavita/index.htm 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=50107 

Key reference on breastfeeding: 
Edmond, K., Zandoh, C., Quigley,A.,Amenga-Etego, S., Owusu-Agyei, S. and Kirkwood, B. 

2006. Delayed breastfeeding initiation increases risk of neonatal mortality. Paediatrics: 117(3): 
e380–e386. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Research in action 

Women’s groups reduce infant mortality 
Achieving MDGs 4 and 5: Strategic research to develop the evidence base for 
policy for mother and infant care at facility and community level: 2005–2010 

Evidence suggests that women’s groups are exclusively breastfeeding for the first six 
a good way to increase knowledge, and weeks of their newborns’ lives, a known 
build confidence and capacity to implement factor in reducing child mortality. 
and evaluate service delivery in developing 

The research identified the factors that made 
countries. DFID funded the London School 

the women’s groups a success, making the 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and the 

model easy to roll out in other areas. This 
Institute of Child Health to lead research on 

evidence forms the basis for policy makers 
the impact of women’s groups on maternal 

and practitioners to provide a low cost, 
and newborn mortality rates in communi-

quality service in improving mother and 
ties in the developing world where access 

infant care. 
to health facilities remains difficult. 

Extensive research in large rural populations 
of Bangladesh, India and Nepal showed that 
establishing women’s groups supported by 
local facilitators led to reductions of 42% 
(India) and 30% (Nepal) in newborn mor
tality rates.The reductions in mortality are 
associated with changes in practices at home 
and in the community.These included hand 
washing and the use of a safe delivery kit. In 
the communities where the women’s groups 

Bangladesh, Dinajpur: A Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Service were established, researchers also found (RDRS) health worker gives health education to a large 
an increase in the proportion of women group of rural women. (Still Pictures – Shehzad Noorani) 

For further information: 
www.towards4and5.org.uk/ 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=50164 

Key reference: 
Costello,A., Filippi,V., Kubba,T. and Horton, R. 2007. Research challenges to improve maternal 

and child survival. Lancet: 369(9569): 1240–1243. 

Azad, K., Barnett, S., Banerjee, B., Shaha, S., Khan, K., Rego,A.R., Barua, S., Flatman, D., Pagel, C., 
Prost,A., Ellis. M., Costello,A. 2010. Effect of scaling up women’s groups on birth outcomes in three 
rural districts in Bangladesh: a cluster randomised control trial.The Lancet,Early Online Publication, 
8 March 2010. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Research in action 

Do apprenticeships benefit young people? 
Research Consortium on Education Outcomes and Poverty (RECOUP): 2005–2010 

Education is central to sustainable development. 
To strengthen our understanding of the mecha
nisms that drive the cycle of deprivation,and to 
help identify policies to ensure that education 
benefits the most disadvantaged, DFID funds 
the Centre for Commonwealth Education 
based at the University of Cambridge to lead 
the Research Consortium on Education 
Outcomes and Poverty (RECOUP). 

In Ghana the consortium partners have been 
investigating the impact of technical and 
vocational skills training for young men and 
women.Although skills training is provided in 
both the private and public sectors, privately 
financed informal apprenticeships are the most 
widespread and important form.While much 
is known about the apprenticeships in terms of 
their structures and forms, less is known about 
the financial benefits for those who undertake 
apprenticeships. 

A quantitative research study conducted by 
RECOUP in Ghana found that young people 
with an apprenticeship on average do not 
earn more than those without one. However, 
apprenticeships provide benefits for those with 
no formal education, where earnings could 
rise by up to 50%, and for women who would 
otherwise not find employment. 

A parallel qualitative study in Ghana found that 
those who undertake informal apprenticeships, 
and who have good numerical and literacy 
skills to begin with, can subsequently apply 
the knowledge they gain from the appren
ticeships more readily in the workplace or 
in running their own enterprises, than those 
without basic skills.About 75% of apprentices 
are lower secondary school graduates with 
relatively good numeracy and literacy skills, 

which enables them to benefit most from the 
apprenticeships. 

These findings provide an interesting set of 
challenges for the Ghanaian government which 
is keen to ensure that technical and vocational 
courses are made more accessible and economi
cally beneficial for all.For instance, should they 
invest directly in helping the most impoverished 
to find work, or should they aim to enable 
longer term entrepreneurship? To support 
this decision making process, the RECOUP 
researchers in Ghana have been working to 
ensure their research findings are taken into 
account in the new technical and vocational 
skills training policies being developed by the 
Ghanaian government. 

Ghana, Brong-Densuso: women training as road 
contractors. (Still Pictures – Jorgen Schytte) 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Agriculture

Introduction 

DFID’s research in agriculture directly supports the achievement of MDG 1 (eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger). It also contributes to achieving MDG 7 (ensure environmental sustain
ability), and MDG 8 (develop a global partnership for development). 

Agriculture provides a way out of hunger and towards better nutrition, and a route out of poverty 
for millions of people throughout the developing world. It can be the engine of growth, particularly 
for economies in their earlier stages, and is one of the sectors most affected by climate change. 

In the 2006 Research Strategy for Agriculture, DFID took the view that it is important to sup
port research from the most fundamental through to the most applied. New technologies have 
little impact in practice without proper research into how they can be deployed. On the other 
hand, without a pipeline of fundamental research feeding into new technologies, agriculture 
will at best stand still, and at worst move rapidly backwards, as new diseases of animals and plants 
emerge, or environmental changes, such as alterations to rainfall patterns, occur. It has always 
been an important goal to enable farmers to adapt to shocks such as rainfall failure, but climate 
change heightens this imperative. Changes in rainfall patterns, increased soil salinity in some 
areas, rising salinity of waters affecting fisheries, and the need to incorporate carbon mitigation 
strategies into agriculture all present new challenges. 

DFID commissions and funds research on crops, livestock and fisheries in several ways. Examples 
of this funding include: 

yy long-term core support for the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR), which undertakes research on multiple crops and livestock across the world. It 
aims to improve staple crops such as maize and wheat, develop new rice varieties for Africa, 
and produce new seed and animal technologies. Other examples of CGIAR research include 
the introduction of low cost, easily cultivated fodder shrubs to a quarter of a million livestock 
farmers across East Africa, to increase meat yields and incomes; the identification of integrated 
pest management technologies to reduce losses from insects and diseases; the introduction of 
new lentil varieties resistant to blight and rust for use in Bangladesh; and strengthening plants’ 
resistance to disease, drought and salinity. Linked to these is research on policy, including 
forestry, fisheries and water management, which is essential to get the best balance between 
productivity and environmental impact. 

yy support for CABI, which holds plant clinics for farmers across the world to diagnose and 
treat local plant diseases.The clinics also provide an early warning system for new diseases 
or the resurgence of old diseases. 

yy support for Regional Agricultural Research Organisations in Africa, which work to ensure 
that technology developed elsewhere in the world is adapted and made appropriate for farm
ers in Africa.They also conduct locally relevant fundamental research. 

yy together with the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), sup
port for fundamental research relevant to agriculture in the developing world.This aims to 
provide the pipeline of scientific knowledge, which will ultimately lead to the development 
of improved technologies. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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yy in collaboration with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF),support for the Global Alliance 
in Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed) to work with the private sector to identify and access 
existing or near-market technologies, and convert them into livestock medicines and vaccines for 
use in developing countries. This strategy has produced some notable successes, such as the East 
Coast Fever vaccine, the most important to emerge in 2009 (see Research in action, page 29). 

Agricultural research must be a collaborative effort with a long time horizon. DFID’s research is 
therefore co-ordinated and co-funded with many other organisations including the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation (BMGF),The World Bank, the UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA) and BBSRC, among others.The reform of the CGIAR, which was completed 
in 2009 and in which DFID played a major role, has been an important contribution to global 
harmonisation of this research effort. 

– 

a 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 

Case study: The lasting impact of research 

From the 1960s onwards,the Green Revolution 
led to technology driven agricultural solutions 
that created food surpluses in South Asia, 
despite a 70% increase in the population.The 
Indo-Gangetic Plains,which run from Pakistan 
across northern India, southern Nepal and into 
Bangladesh, are the breadbasket of the Indian 
sub-continent and home to more than 300 
million people. Farmers in the region typically 
grow two crops per year: monsoon season 
flooded rice and winter season wheat. The 
Green Revolution boosted the productivity 
of rice–wheat systems through the introduc
tion of high-yield varieties and technologies 
including irrigation and fertiliser. 

However, since the 1990s the productivity of 
this system has stagnated, and in some cases 
declined.This is due partly to land degradation 
and to late planting of wheat, because farmers 
must plough extensively to rebuild the soil 
after the rice harvest.To keep pace with the 
region’s exploding food demands in the face 
of water shortages and climate change,farmers 
need technologies that can help them improve 
yields while saving on inputs, cutting produc
tion costs and making more efficient use of 
natural resources. 

Zero tillage – the direct seeding of wheat into 
unploughed paddies following the rice har
vest may address this complex need. The 
International Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Center (CIMMYT) began to introduce this 
practice in the 1980s. Its work was intensi
fied when the Rice–Wheat Consortium for 
the Indo-Gangetic Plains was established as a 
collaborative venture between CIMMYT, the 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) 
and national partners. 

DFID has supported the work of the Consortium, 
both directly and through on-going,core assist
ance to CIMMYT. 

Rapid adoption of zero tillage in the region, 
especially in India, began in the late 1990s. 
Between 1997 and 2004,around 620,000 farm
ers adopted the system, and zero tillage wheat 
cultivation now covers an estimated 1.76 mil
lion of the 14 million hectares of rice–wheat 
cultivation.This uptake has had important direct 
outcomes for farmers and the environment. 

Typical farming practices involve up to eight 
tractor passes to restructure rice paddy soils 
before wheat is planted.With zero tillage, wheat 
is sown directly into unploughed paddies in 

Higher yields and lower costs with zero tillage agriculture 

A
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Case study 

India: locally manufactured zero till seed drill. 
(CIMMYT) 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 

A
griculture single tractor pass.The practice generates signifi

cant yield gains of 6–10% and cost savings. Zero 
tillage reduces water usage by approximately 
one million litres of water per hectare (ha) – and 
carbon emissions, by significantly lowering the 
use of fossil fuels. The annual reduction in CO
emissions on adoption of zero tillage is estimated 
at 91 kg/ha. Investment in zero tillage research and 
development by the Consortium and CIMMYT 
has shown very strong returns to investment, with 
a benefit–cost ratio of 39, and an internal rate of 
return of 57%. 

On top of these gains, reduced tillage has pro
vided a ‘platform’ for introducing other resource 
conserving practices, such as sowing on raised 
beds, levelling to improve irrigation efficiency 
and crop diversification. Such practices will be 
crucial for the region, given that without them, 
by 2050 climate change and water shortages in 
irrigated areas may reduce wheat yields by 12% 
and rice by 10%. 

The success of zero tillage, and the participatory 
approach through which it was promoted, have 
helped overcome resistance to new practices among 
researchers, policy makers and farmers. Support 
for zero tillage has come from public–private 
partnerships, and the practice has been facilitated 
by both national and international technology 
transfers, primarily through the Rice–Wheat 
Consortium. State and local governments have 
come on board to promote and disseminate the 
technology, in some cases subsidising seed drills 
to reduce the cost to farmers. 

Adoption of zero tillage is most widespread in India, 
where the Rice–Wheat Consortium catalysed the 

public–private partnerships instrumental to its 
development and dissemination. So far, adoption 
has centred on intensive, mechanised farms in the 
northwest states of Haryana and Punjab. Current 
efforts are targeting the eastern Indo-Gangetic 
Plains, where agriculture is less mechanised and 
poverty more extreme.To this end, research and 
development are ongoing in eastern Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar, as well as in Nepal and Bangladesh. 

DFID continues to support this work through 
core funding to CIMMYT. With this support, 
CIMMYT contributes to the achievement of 
MDG 1, to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, 
and MDG 7,to ensure environmental sustainability. 
It also helps deliver DFID’s pledge to support work 
internationally to boost agricultural innovation 
and productivity to enhance global and local 
food security. 

Key references: 
IFPRI. 2009. Millions Fed: Proven successes in agricultural development. Leaving the plow behind. 

www.ifpri.cgiar.org/book-5826/millionsfed/cases/ricewheat 

Erenstein, O. and Laxmi,V. 2008. Zero tillage impacts in India’s rice–wheat systems:A review. Soil 
and Tillage Research, 100: 1–14. 

Hazel, P.B.R. 2008. An Assessment of the Impact of Agricultural Research in South Asia since the 
Green Revolution. Science Council Secretariat: Rome, Italy. 
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Current research projects 

Investing in international research for development 

Consultative Group on International Agriculture Research (CGIAR) 
2008–2013 

The CGIAR is a strategic research partnership, founded in 1971, which supports 15 autono
mous international research centres worldwide. It uses scientific research to address the most 
pressing challenges facing agriculture and rural development today. Its mission is to achieve 
sustainable food security and reduce poverty in developing countries through scientific research 
and research related activities in the fields of agriculture, forestry, fisheries, policy and environ-
ment.The CGIAR system is critical for poor, agriculture based countries to underwrite the 
cost of their own adaptive research and development, but all countries benefit substantially 
from its generation of global public goods. 

CGIAR research has an impressive track record of delivering technology with a high impact on 
agricultural productivity. The overall cost–benefit ratio of CGIAR research has been calculated 
at 1:9. Over the past 30 years it is estimated that CGIAR research has increased developing 
country food production by 7–8% and reduced global food prices by 8–21%. 

The CGIAR is a membership organisation, funded by 64 partners drawn from developed and 
developing countries, as well as non-member contributions.The UK is a founding member 
and leading donor: DFID contributed £29.79 million in 2009. 

The future success of the CGIAR depends on increasing its funding base,improving the quality 
of funding and more sharply focusing its priorities. During 2009, DFID provided leadership 
inputs to an intensive change management initiative to transform the CGIAR into a more 
effective research for development body. The reforms will enhance the delivery of research, 
enabling developing countries to cope with new challenges,particularly the projected doubling 
of demand for food, adaptation to climate change, and the threat of new plant and animal 
diseases. Successful reform will also pave the way for a doubling of the CGIAR annual budget 
from $500m to $1bn. 

CGIAR Challenge Programs 
2008–2013 

A CGIAR Challenge Program is a time-bound, independently-governed programme of 
high-impact research that targets the CGIAR goals in relation to complex issues of over
whelming global and/or regional significance.There are currently five CGIAR Challenge 
Programs: 

yy Generation 
yy Harvest Plus 
yy Climate Change,Agriculture and Food Security 
yy Water and Food 
yy Sub-Saharan Africa 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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The World Vegetable Center (AVRDC) 
2008–2013 

The World Vegetable Center is the leading international centre for vegetable research and 
development worldwide. It is a not-for-profit research institute focused on the alleviation 
of poverty and malnutrition in developing countries through the improved production and 
consumption of safe vegetables. 

The World Vegetable Center has been instrumental in developing improved approaches 
to pest management in vegetable cultivation in South Asia, helping to reduce pesticide 
use and its associated health hazards, whilst improving incomes. It is also involved in the 
development of better crop varieties, such as mungbean.This has been transformed from a 
marginal to a major crop in Asia: 112 improved varieties, which are more disease resistant 
and higher yielding, have been released in 27 Asian countries, to an estimated 1.5 million 
farmers. These varieties are high in iron and protein providing better nutrition, which is 
particularly important for poor and anaemic women and children. 

In addition to core funding from DFID, other donors include the Asian Development Bank, 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), the BMGF, the 
European Commission (EC), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), 
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MOFA) and Council of Agriculture (COA), Kasetsart University in Thailand, Sir 
Ratan Tata Trust, and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 

African Insect Science for Food and Health (ICIPE) 
2008–2013 

ICIPE’s mission is to use research and capacity building to help alleviate poverty, ensure food 
security and improve the health of peoples of the tropics by developing and disseminating 
tools and strategies to manage harmful and useful insects, while preserving the natural resource 
base. In addition to basic science, ICIPE has developed a large number of technologies and 
community based management strategies for controlling pests.An example is the innovative 
‘push–pull’ technology for control of striga and stem-borer. These pests cause significant 
production losses in cereals in East Africa. Based on solid scientific research (www.push-pull. 
net/publications.shtml), the ‘push–pull’ technology was developed by ICIPE, together with 
Rothamsted Research UK and Kenyan partners. Making efficient use of natural resources to 
control stemborers and striga, the technology can increase grain yields from about 1 tonne/ha 
to an average of about 3.5 tonne/ha. 

The Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) 
2008–2013 

The Global Forum’s mission is to mobilise all stakeholders involved in agricultural research 
and innovation systems for development and to support their efforts to alleviate poverty, 
increase food security and promote the sustainable use of natural resources. The GFAR 
Donor Support Group is led by DFID, and includes Canada, France, Italy, the Netherlands, 
USA, the EC, FAO and IFAD. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
20 

www.research4development.info
www.research4development.info
http://www.push-pull.net/publications.shtml
http://www.push-pull.net/publications.shtml


For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info

A
griculture


Current research projects 

Crops for the Future 
2008–2013 

Crops for the Future is an organisation dedicated to the promotion of neglected and 
underutilised plant species as a contribution to humanity. Crops for the Future activities are 
arranged in three major strategic objectives: 

1.	 increasing the knowledge base for underutilised crops, especially related to sustained 
market access, nutritional security, health and climate change 

2.	 identifying and advocating necessary policy change to promote the use of underutilised 
crops 

3.	 fostering capacity building about underutilised crops. 

Crops for the Future is hosted by the international research organisation, Bioversity 
International. 

International Foundation for Science (IFS) 
2008–2013 

IFS aims to strengthen the capacity of developing countries to conduct relevant and high 
quality research on the sustainable management of biological and water resources. This 
involves the study of biological, chemical and physical processes, as well as relevant social 
and economic aspects.To achieve this objective, IFS identifies young talented scientists who 
have the potential to become future research leaders and lead scientists in their nations, and 
supports them in their early careers. 

There are over 16 donors, including private foundations, international organisations and 
research partners in over nine countries. 

CABI 
2008–2013 

CABI is a membership organisation which provides information about, and applies scientific 
expertise to solving problems in agriculture and the environment. CABI helps address the 
challenges of food security by helping farmers grow more and lose less. Forty countries 
subscribe to CABI on an annual basis. In addition to its membership of CABI, DFID supports 
the CABI Development Fund and the Global Plant Clinic.The Global Plant Clinic provides 
worldwide services in plant health, working with crops in all countries, and particularly the 
tropics.The CABI Development Fund is also supported by ACIAR (Australia). 

International Centre for development oriented Research in Agriculture 
(ICRA) 
2008–2013 

The International Centre for development oriented Research in Agriculture contributes 
to knowledge based rural and agricultural innovation in the South by strengthening the 
individual and organisational capacities of stakeholders to work and learn together. ICRA 
specifically aims to bridge the gaps between agricultural research, higher education and 
innovation, involving multiple stakeholders at regional, national, and sub-national levels 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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through a sustained partnership programme. Since its inception, 943 professionals have 
participated in ICRA learning programmes. 

ICRA is an independent non-profit foundation, supported by the governments of France, 
the Netherlands and Switzerland, as well as DFID. 

Supporting Regional Public Goods Research 

Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central 
Africa (ASARECA) 
2008–2013 

ASARECA is a membership based sub-regional research organisation covering ten coun
tries in eastern and central Africa. ASARECA’s purpose is to promote economic growth, 
fight poverty, reduce hunger and enhance resources through regional collective action in 
agricultural research for development, extension and agricultural training and education. 
The organisation is working to develop and deploy appropriate technologies and to facilitate 
agricultural research that will promote agriculture oriented towards markets and income 
generation. ASARECA also serves as the main forum where strategies and ideas for agri
cultural research and their relationship to agricultural development in the sub-region are 
conceived and exchanged. 

DFID contributes to core costs through a World Bank managed multidonor trust fund. 
Other donors include the EC, USAID and CIDA. 

West and Central African Council for Agricultural Research and 
Development (CORAF/WECARD) 
2008–2013 

CORAF/WECARD is a membership based sub-regional research organisation covering 
23 countries in west and central Africa. CORAF/WECARD contributes to the sustainable 
reduction of poverty and food insecurity in the region through agricultural led economic 
growth, and improving the agricultural research system of the sub-region. CORAF/WECARD 
aims to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of small scale producers and promote the 
agribusiness sector, putting producers and end users at the centre of research. 

USAID and IDRC also provide funding to CORAF/WECARD, with new donors expected 
to join a World Bank managed multidonor trust fund in 2010. 

Multi-Country Agriculture Productivity Plan Pre-implementation 
Programme (SADC MAPP) 
2007–2010 

A multi-country agriculture productivity programme for southern Africa (the SADC-MAPP) 
has been developed by the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Directorate of the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) and approved by the SADC Integrated 
Council of Ministers. The MAPP will be implemented by a new semi-autonomous sub
regional organisation, the Centre for Agricultural Research and Development for Southern 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Africa (CARDESA).The pre-implementation programme covers tasks such as: identification 
of regional research and development stakeholders; priority setting and preparation for the 
establishment of CARDESA; and finalisation of the SADC MAPP Operational Plan. 

Other donors include the CIDA, EC, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC), USAID and the World Bank. 

Strengthening Capacity for Agricultural Research and Development in 
Africa (SCARDA) 
2007–2010 

SCARDA is a three-year project funded by DFID and implemented by the Forum for Agricultural 
Research in Africa (FARA).The project’s purpose is to strengthen the institutional and human 
capacity of African agricultural research systems to identify, generate and deliver research out
puts that meet the needs of poor people. It is developing and validating different approaches 
to capacity, including building capacity in agricultural research management of key research 
partners, as well as supporting Masters level degree and short courses for researchers. 

The Andes Regional Programme – National Agricultural Innovation Systems 
that Work for the Poor: Building on the Bolivian Experience 
2006–2010 

The Andes Regional Programme aims to contribute to the construction of sustainable liveli
hoods of poor communities by enhancing their participation in technological innovation 
processes.The lead institution is the International Center for Tropical Agriculture. It works 
to improve the alignment of market-led agricultural innovation with poverty reduction by 
making new agricultural technology more accessible and relevant to the poor through the 
use of participatory methodologies.The main output has been the introduction of participa
tory research methods into national agricultural innovation systems in Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador and Peru. 

Getting research into widespread use in developing countries 

Research Into Use Programme (RIU) 
2006–2011 

RIU is a DFID funded programme aimed at catalysing agricultural innovation. It represents 
a shift in emphasis away from generating new knowledge and towards ensuring that existing 
research with potential is promoted and scaled up successfully.The purpose is to maximise the 
poverty reducing impact of Renewable Natural Resources Research Strategy (RNRRS) and 
other research, and by doing so significantly increase understanding of how the promotion 
and widespread use of research can contribute to poverty reduction and economic growth. 
The key research objective for RIU is to tease out how a range of different approaches make 
the best use of agricultural research as a policy instrument for development. It also aims to 
put existing research products into use on a large scale. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Pro-Poor Policy Options to Control Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) in Africa and South East Asia 
2007–2010 

This DFID funded research programme focuses on Africa and Southeast Asia and exam
ines the best ways to control avian flu and how to reduce the impact of the disease on 
poor people’s livelihoods, for example through farmer compensation schemes. It is man
aged by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). Expected outputs include: increased awareness of 
the contribution of poultry to rural livelihoods and of the social impacts of alternative 
disease control strategies; a set of effective and socially fair options and implementation 
strategies for HPAI control; and better understanding of risks and consequences of HPAI 
for different regions and stakeholders. 

Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicines  (GALVmed) 
2005–2011 

See Research in action, page 29. 

Futures Agriculture Consortium (FAC) 
2008–2013 

FAC is a DFID funded consortium of 30 researchers from 11 organisations across Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Malawi and the UK. It combines research with policy dialogue, networking and com
munications. FAC has built an effective and dynamic partnership between leading African 
and UK institutions, developed a strong evidence base on topical issues, and supported policy 
dialogue at global, national and local levels. FAC aims to promote the use of robust evidence 
on agricultural growth and poverty reduction in policy processes. 

Currently the consortium is working to increase its impact by strengthening its work in 
African countries, linking the programme more closely with the Comprehensive African 
Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), decentralising the consortium in Africa, and 
launching a new set of themes around science and technology, as well as new partnerships. 
Specific achievements include the development of accessible policy briefs and materials to 
influence the design of input subsidy programmes in Kenya and Malawi. FAC work also 
helped to ensure the political economy and politics of policy making were included in the 
World Development Report on Agriculture 2008. 

African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF) 
2004–2013 

The AATF is a not-for-profit organisation which aims to facilitate and promote public– 
private partnerships for the delivery of appropriate proprietary agricultural technologies for 
use by resource-poor smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa. Significant progress has 
been made in deploying a single affordable technology (Striga resistant maize) to 60,000 
farmers in five countries. 

Other donors include BMGF, Howard G Buffet Foundation and USAID. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Investing in high level science 

Sustainable Agriculture for International Development 
2006–2010 

This programme aims to promote research in biotechnology and biological sciences that 
addresses the challenges facing agriculture in developing countries. It has a particular focus 
on research that leads to increased agricultural productivity and food security, in order to 
make significant differences to the lives of poor people in Africa and Asia. Grants have been 
awarded to projects that will utilise cutting edge technologies to develop sustainable agri
culture solutions for farmers and communities in the developing world.This programme is 
a strategic partnership between DFID and BBSRC. 

Combating Infectious Diseases in Livestock for International Development 
(CIDLID) 
2008–2014 

This programme aims to support basic and strategic biological and biotechnological research 
in animal health. It contributes to the achievement of the MDGs through developing greater 
understanding of how to combat diseases of domesticated livestock that affect the livelihoods of 
poor people.CIDLID is managed by the BBSRC and will fund 16 research projects from January 
2010.The programme is jointly funded by BBSRC, DFID and the Scottish government. 

Pilot project under the Research into Alternative Livelihoods Fund: 2005–2008 

of 

– – 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Offering alternatives in Afghanistan 

Opium poppies are the only source 
income for about 1.7 million people in rural 
Afghanistan. Poppies are worth up to 12 times 
the value per hectare of a wheat crop, making 
wheat an unattractive alternative. However, the 
introduction of high-value crops, such as mint, 
has helped to change the lives of hundreds of 
Afghan families in Helmand, Kabul, Kunduz 
and Nangarhar provinces. 

In Afghanistan, mint is a grown widely for 
household use. Market research revealed that 
farmers could significantly increase their profits 
if they delivered value-added mint products, 
such as mint water and mint oil. Building on 
traditional practices, new varieties and improved 

farming methods have been adopted along with 
novel techniques for drying and distillation. 
Processing equipment, developed in collabo
ration with private sector entrepreneurs, has 
been tailored to local conditions, so that no 
electricity and little water are required. 

The collaborative project on Research into 
Alternative Livelihoods (RALF) has been sup
ported by DFID and led by the International 
Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry 
Areas (ICARDA).The project has trained 1,200 
farmers both women and men in cultivation, 
processing, packaging and marketing of mint.This 
initiative supports the delivery of the first MDG, 
to eradicate extreme hunger and poverty. 

25 
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were provided with the new equipment to 
produce and package mint water and mint 
oil. In addition, each farmer received cuttings 
of higher oil yielding mint varieties 30–40% 
more than traditional varieties) and was trained 
in growing, drying, packaging and marketing 
dried mint leaves. 

Dried mint can generate a 250% profit in urban 
markets. By increasing production and adding 
value to fresh mint,farmers are now earning net 
profits of US$7,000 to US$8,500 per hectare 
each cropping season. In winter, with fields 
covered in snow, the price of mint rises ten-fold. 
At these prices, it has become profitable for 
farmers to establish greenhouses for growing 
mint in winter and cucumbers in summer. 

Initially supported by DFID, most of the asso
ciations have now become financially self-
supporting. Collectively, over 200,000 bottles 
of herbal mint distillate and mint oil, and over 
70,000 packets of dried leaves have been sold. 
Each household involved is now earning up 
to US$500 per month from mint production 
alone. 

As well as supporting MDG 1, the project 
contributes to achieving MDG 3, to promote 
gender equality and empower women.Two of 
the eight MPAs are all-women associations 
and over the course of the pro ect more than 
6,000 women have been trained. 

During 2008, and again in 2009, associations’ 
products were showcased by the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) at the 
annual event in Italy, which has helped 
to boost the regional export of mint products. 
In addition, tri-lingual labels and posters,radio 
and television documentaries, and a TV com
mercial have been produced by the project. 
These have raised awareness of the medicinal 
benefits of mint products, boosted sales and 
created strong market demand. 

The RALF pilot project ended in June 2008. 
However, development and training centres for 
mint and mint products have been established 
at the Badam Bagh Research Station and at 
Kabul University.These continue to research 
and develop new technologies and train farm
ers to use them, leaving producers and traders 
confident that production – and profits – will 
continue to grow. 

Key reference: 
ICARDA. 2008. Cultivation of mint as a viable alternative livelihood in east and north east of 

, Final Report. www.icarda.org/RALFweb/FinalReports/I_MintProduction_ 
RALF02-11_FinalReport.pdf 

ICARDA. 2009. Rebuilding Agriculture in Afghanistan
www.youtube.com/watch?v=piDDSldMRt0 

Research in action 

Afghanistan: supplying mint water to a shop keeper. 
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Fish from Bangladesh’s vast inland waters are 
vital to millions of poor people. However, 
catches and species diversity have been declining 
due to habitat degradation, increased fishing 
pressure,destructive fishing methods and acute 
shortages of dry season wetland habitat. The 
situation has been exacerbated by fisheries 
policy for 12,000 government owned water 
bodies that is based on short-term, revenue 
orientated leasing. This excludes the poorest 
fishers and encourages leaseholders to over
exploit the fisheries. 

Research has explored community based fish
eries management (CBFM) as an alternative 
management approach for the inland fisheries 
of Bangladesh. The overall goal of CBFM 
projects has been to improve inland fisheries 
management policy and stimulate more sustain
able, equitable and participatory management 
of resources. 

Building on earlier work, two successive phases 
of CBFM projects were implemented.The first 
phase (1995–1999) focused on the development 
of prototype CBFM approaches. Replicable 
institutional arrangements were explored, 
including the development of community based 
organisations (CBOs) to manage fisheries. In 
the second phase (2001–2007), the scalability 
and sustainability of CBOs was tested. 

Supported by DFID and led by the WorldFish 
Center (WorldFish), 130 CBOs, mainly com
prising poor fishers, were created to manage 
116 water bodies in 22 districts. The project 
involved 14,000 CBO group members and 
a further 9,000 direct beneficiaries. Project 
beneficiaries were provided with training on 
fisheries management, alternative income 
generating activities and legal issues around 
fisheries. Fisheries management models such 
as the establishment of fish sanctuaries, closed 
seasons and banning the use of harmful fish
ing gear were implemented. Furthermore, the 

integration of CBFM approaches into official 
policies was initiated and promoted. 

To date, 164 fish sanctuaries have been estab
lished in over 80 water bodies under the CBFM 
approach.When interviewed in 2007 as part of 
an impact study, the majority of CBOs (74%) 
reported an increase in fish production,despite 
a 30% increase in number of fishers accessing 
the water body. Fish catch monitoring has 
shown increased fish abundance and diversity. 
One hundred and twenty three CBOs were 
still active and practising CBFM, indicating the 
potential longevity of the intervention. 

Incomes from fishing in floodplains and rivers 
have increased as a result of the approach and 
fish consumption is higher in CBFM sites. 
Poor households have improved their standard 
of housing and sanitation, with an increase in 
the number of houses with toilets. Spending 
on health, savings, land and festivals was also 
noted to have increased. 

This project directly supports the achievement 
of MDG 1, as well as White Paper commit
ments to boost agricultural innovation and 
productivity,and to extend the reach of research 
results into the fields of poor farmers.Although 
traditional culture has made it difficult for 
women in Bangladesh to work in open water 
fisheries, female managed CBOs in Narail 
and Jessor demonstrated that it was possible 
for women to manage floodplain fisheries, an 
important contribution to MDG 3. 

At the regional and global levels, the CBFM 
project represents the most convincing body 
of evidence available that co-managed and 
community managed approaches can result in 
more productive and sustainable fisheries, at 
the same time as safeguarding the livelihoods 

This project has had an impact on national and 
regional fisheries policy. CBFM is explicitly 

Research in action 
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approach in the Fisheries Sub-Sector Road 
of 2006 (Planning Commission, 2005), 

and the 2007 Inland Capture Fisheries Strategy 
(Department of Fisheries, 2007). Further, the 
impact study demonstrated changes in opinion 
and awareness of CBFM amongst policy makers 
from government institutions and others work
ing in community based management or inland 
fisheries management. All 26 experts inter
viewed had a clear idea of the basic concepts of 
CBFM and a positive opinion of this approach. 
The majority felt that more involvement of 
resource users in management is important 
and desirable.This is an important policy shift, 
especially amongst government bodies. 

DFID continues to support WorldFish. It is too 
early to tell whether the CBFM project will 
result in a larger scale change in the manage
ment of inland water bodies. But in June 2009 
the Bangladeshi Cabinet finalised the Jalmahal 
(water body) Management Policy 2009. Its main 
objective is to enhance production through 
conservation of fisheries resources and biodiver
sity, and give priority to fishers for the leasing 
of water bodies, acknowledging CBFM-type 
approaches. Also the World Bank is currently 
finalising plans to invest in substantial scaling 
up of co-managed community approaches for 
more effective and sustainable aquatic resource 
management essential to the livelihoods of mil
lions of poor rural people in Bangladesh. 

Key reference: 
Pemsl,D.E.,Seidel-Lass,L.,White,J.L.and Ahmed,M.M. 2008.Community-based fisheries manage

ment project in Bangladesh.In:CGIAR Science Council,2008.Impact Assessment of Policy-
Oriented Research in the CGIAR: Evidence and Insights from Case Studies.Available at: 
www.fao.org/docs/eims/upload/258047/PORIA2008_pr(4)F_l-r%203%20.pdf 
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Global Alliance in Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed): 2005–2011  

Livestock are important to the health and 
livelihoods of the poor in low income coun
tries. Recognising the detrimental impact of 
livestock disease, GALVmed aims to make 
livestock vaccines, diagnostics and medicines 
accessible, affordable and available to poor 
livestock keepers. 

Launched in 2005,GALVmed is now a success
ful, not-for-profit, public–private partnership. 
It works with business, international agencies 
and public research organisations to raise 
awareness about the links between livestock 
health, economic development and human 
health; ensure that resources from its partners 
are used to distribute animal health products 
efficiently; and advance innovation. 

A major focus for GALVmed is the develop
ment, registration and launch of pharma
ceutical or diagnostic products and vaccines. 
GALVmed is fostering innovative mechanisms 
for establishing sustainable commercial systems 
for the production, distribution and delivery 
of East Coast fever vaccine. 

East Coast fever is a tick-transmitted disease 
that kills one cow every 30 seconds. It occurs 
mainly in eastern and southern Africa, where 
it puts the lives of more than 25 million cattle 
at risk in the 11 countries where the disease 
is now endemic. It also endangers a further 
10 million animals in new regions, such as 
southern Sudan, where the disease has been 
spreading at a rate of more than 30 kilometres 
a year. In herds kept by the pastoralist Maasai, 
for example, the disease kills between 20% and 
50% of all unvaccinated calves.This makes it 
difficult and often impossible for the herd
ers to plan for the future, to improve their 
livestock enterprises and thus to raise their 

standard of living.The development and use 
of a vaccine for East Coast fever, which could 
save over a million cattle lives and up to £170 
million a year in the 11 affected countries, 
thus contributes directly to the achievement 

A vaccine against East Coast fever was first 
developed with DFID support more than 
30 years ago, but remained experimental 
as other options were investigated. In the 
intervening period, limited field use of the 
experimental vaccine has proved it to be 
highly effective. Building on this experi
ence, GALVmed has worked to make East 
Coast fever vaccine available to the livestock 
keepers who need it most, and to scale up 
production in future. 

With £16.5 million provided by DFID and 
the BMGF, GALVmed began working on the 
registration, and commercial distribution and 
delivery of a new batch of the vaccine pro
duced by the International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI).The vaccine was successfully 
registered in 2009 in Malawi and Kenya, with 
Tanzania and Uganda expected to follow soon. 
If it is approved in Uganda, it will be the first 
veterinary vaccine formally registered in the 
country.This is part of GALVmed’s strategy 
to pursue formal channels to help ensure 
product quality and recognition. 

For the longer term it is critical that sustainable 
commercial systems for vaccine production 
are also established. It is intended that by 
the end of 2011, all aspects of delivery and 
production of East Coast fever vaccine are 
in private hands. This directly addresses the 
White Paper pledge to work with the private 
sector and private foundations. 

Research in action 
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Growth

Introduction 

The aim of MDG 1 is the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger. In the medium to 
longer term, growth provides the key to lifting the poorest out of poverty. Some of the 
remarkable reductions in poverty seen in Asia, in particular, demonstrate how effective 
growth can be in combating poverty. 

Many factors influence the growth of economies: some of these are covered in other 
sections in this report including agriculture, health and governance.The growth research 
portfolio is DFID’s newest, with many developments planned over the next few years, but 
the programme is already showing significant outputs.These include: 

yy	 the Knowledge for Change Programme (KCP), through which DFID supports the 
World Bank’s Economic Research Group under the leadership of its Chief Economist. 
The programme generates high quality output, with a reputation for robust meth
odologies and use of data. Specific outputs include the annual World Development 
Report.This is a widely read and highly effective tool for bringing together the latest 
evidence and thinking on development issues (See Case study, p.31). 

yy	 support for Improving Institutions for Pro-poor Growth (iiG), a consortium of 
researchers led by Paul Collier and others at the University of Oxford and London 
School of Economics (LSE).This has contributed to the debate on the way in which 
European policy makers design trade agreements.These agreements are economically 
very important to developing countries and have potentially significant impacts on 
growth and well-being (See Research in action, p.38). 

yy	 an integrated suite of research programmes that examine transport infrastructure, 
undertaken in collaboration with a number of partners including the World Bank. 
These identify practical ways of using local resources to build and maintain roads that 
last longer at lower cost. 

yy	 a contribution to wider DFID research on tax, including a study of tax evasion that 
questioned commonly used estimates of the scale of the problem and highlighted 
knowledge gaps.This work has informed the development of DFID’s new tax research 
programme and has influenced other international tax policy makers (See Research 
in action, p.39). 

yy	 support to the United Nations University – World Institute for Development Economics 
(UNU–WIDER), whose research indicates that social protection makes economic 
sense, and that foreign aid does have a positive impact on economic growth (See 
Research in action, p.35). 

DFID is developing new directions in growth research, exploring research programmes with 
a sectoral focus specifically in agriculture,financial sector development, and taxation. In addi
tion, it is developing programmes that focus on the principal agents of growth: firms, people 
and knowledge.The motivating questions concern what determines how firms develop and 
the nature of the business environment; how to create jobs in a growing economy, and the 
role of policy in promoting development of new products and new processes. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Case study: The lasting impact of research 

Since 2005, DFID has been one of the biggest 
contributors to the Knowledge for Change 
Programme (KCP), a multidonor trust fund 
that directly supports the World Bank’s eco
nomic and social research programme. The 
trust fund enables the World Bank to move 
quickly into a wide range of development 
issues where new knowledge creation will 
help formulate better policies that impact 
positively poverty. The provision of 
cutting-edge research and analysis that strikes 
a balance between creating new knowledge 
and putting it to use is at the core of DFID’s 
research strategy. DFID’s support for the KCP’s 
production and dissemination of new global 
research within the development community, 

The annual World Development Report 
(WDR) is a key output of the KCP. The 
WDR provides a wide international reader
ship with a multidisciplinary perspective on 
development issues, focusing on a specific 
aspect each year. It brings together the latest 
evidence and develops current thinking on 
development, identifying key issues for policy 
makers.The eminent economist Joseph Stiglitz, 
who worked on fourWDRs in the 1990s, has 
noted how the reports have not shied from 
controversy and have acted as instruments to 
spur changes in thinking about development. 
WDRs have become uniquely influential 

publications, unparalleled as respected resources 
for the international community. 

Two WDRs produced during the period of 
DFID’s most recent support to KCP provide 
good examples of the publication’s role in 
bringing together and promoting new think
ing on development. 

WDR 2009: Reshaping economic geography 
addressed key issues of equity and efficiency 
in international development by challeng
ing the assumption that economic activities 
must be geographically distributed in order 
to benefit the world’s poorest and most vul
nerable people. The report concludes that 
trying to spread out economic activity can 
hinder growth and does little to fight poverty. 
For rapid, shared growth, governments must 
promote economic integration which, at its 
core, is about the proximity and mobility of 
people, products and ideas. 

WDR 2008: Agriculture for development 
was a timely publication that preceded the 
food price spike of 2008–2009, and was 
highly influential in putting agriculture 
firmly back at the centre of the development 
agenda. It addressed key questions about 
the relationship between agriculture and 
development, and examined which policy 
instruments can effectively use agriculture 
to promote development. 

Key references: 
World Development Report 2009: Reshaping economic geography. Washington, DC: World 

World Development Report 2008:Agriculture for development. Washington, DC:World Bank. 

The World Development Report 
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Current research projects 

Improving Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth (iiG) 
2008–2011 

Lead institution: Centre for the Study of African Economies (CSAE), University of Oxford 

See Research in action, page 38 

University of Manchester Research Programme Consortium on Improving 
Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth (IPPG) 
2006–2010 

Lead institution: University of Manchester 

It is a widely accepted idea that the political and social institutions that create the ‘rules of 
the game’ in social interaction matter considerably in development. IPPG’s ‘big idea’ goes 
further, illustrating and exploring how these political and social institutions have a pro
found effect on the form and functioning of economic institutions, and influence growth 
outcomes decisively.With a focus on eastern, middle and western Africa, Latin and South 
America and southern Asia, IPPG is an interdisciplinary research programme that provides 
frameworks for analysis of institutional factors in different contexts, for both policy makers 
and development agencies. 

Domestic Resource Mobilisation – Phase 2 
2009–2010 

Lead institution:The North–South Institute 

For sustainable economic development, no amount of foreign assistance or investment can be 
a substitute for a dynamic process of domestically driven capital accumulation, intermediation 
and mobilisation.Yet financial resource gaps are a significant impediment to development 
and growth in sub-Saharan Africa. This project asks: what development objectives would 
be served if sub-Saharan African countries were to mobilise a greater proportion of their 
development resource requirements domestically? What policies and institutions are required 
to enhance mobilisation of domestic financial resources? 

Knowledge for Change Programme (KCP) 
2005–2010 (phase 1), 2009–2012 (phase 2) 

Lead institution:World Bank. 

Phase 1 co-funded with ten donor countries, the EC, ABN AMbro and IFAD. 
Phase 2 co-funded with four donor countries. 

Through the multidonor KCP, DFID contributes to a highly influential programme admin
istered by the World Bank’s Development Economics Vice Presidency, the Bank’s primary 
locus of high quality research, macroeconomic monitoring, modelling, data collection and 
analysis. KCP’s mandate is to move quickly into development issues where the creation of 
new knowledge is likely to assist the formulation of better policies with a greater impact on 
poverty. KCP’s three trust funds focus on: (i) poverty dynamics and delivery of basic services; 
(ii) investment climate, and trade and integration; and (iii) global public goods. 

See also Case study: The lasting impact of research, page 31. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Tax Evasion Study 
2005–2011 

Lead institutions: Centre for the Future State (IDS), Crisis States Research Centre (LSE), 
and University of Oxford. 

See Research in action, page 39 

United Nations University World Institute for Development Economics 
(UNU–WIDER) 

2007–2010 (phase 1), 2010–2013 (phase 2) 

Lead institution: United Nations University, Helsinki 

See Research in action, page 35 

Support to Africa Economic Research Consortium (AERC) 
Commencing April 2010 (previously funded by DFID Africa regional programme) 

Lead institution: AERC Network Headquarters (Kenya) 

DFID has been one of 17 funders of AERC, a successful African-led regional institu
tion working to build African capacity for economic research and analysis since 1988. An 
independent evaluation highlighted the consortium’s success in creating a quality cadre of 
research economists, training Masters and PhD students, and helping to upgrade the eco
nomic departments of universities across Africa. Many graduates of the programme currently 
hold senior positions in academic, professional and policy making environments within the 
continent.The consortium is also viewed as having a significant impact on the economic 
research agenda in Africa. 

AERC is co-funded with eight donor countries, the Rockefeller Foundation,World Bank, 
Central Bank Nigeria, Central Bank Kenya, Central Bank Zambia, MacArthur Foundation, 
the African Development Bank (AfDB), Hewlett Foundation and BMGF. 

Global Transport Knowledge Partnership (gTKP) – Phase One 
2005–2009 

Lead institution:WSP International Management Consulting 

This is an innovative partnership of global organisations, local policy makers, experts and 
interested parties, working to share international transport knowledge.An efficient transport 
system is an essential precondition for economic and social development, and represents 
one of the largest national investments made by any country. gTKP is a platform for mak
ing effective use of the best available transport knowledge, facilitating strong participation 
from developing and transition countries. By the end of phase one, it offered advice from 
transport sector experts and access to information on good practices in seven development 
related themes in road transport. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Global Transport Knowledge Partnership (gTKP) – Phase Two 
2009–2012 

Lead institution: International Road Federation (IRF) 

Phase two of this partnership is delivering improved uptake, exchange and application of 
evidence based and practical transport knowledge by decision makers, practitioners and 
other stakeholders, especially in poorer countries.The partnership aims to support trans
port improvement policies that are based on sound knowledge of what works, including 
successful innovative and non-traditional approaches that work for the poor. In phase 
two, the partnership has an enhanced profile in the global transport community and a 
broader user base. 

South East Asia Community Access Programme (SEACAP) 
2004–2009 

Lead institution: Crown Agents 

See Research in action, page 40 

African Community Access Programme (AFCAP) 
2008–2013 

Lead institution: Crown Agents 

AFCAP funds applied research on problems encountered by rural communities in sub-
Saharan Africa in accessing rural transport, and thereby limited access to health, education, 
employment, markets, and social and political networks. Working with organisations and 
programmes funded by a range of development partners,AFCAP has a portfolio of research, 
demonstration, advisory and training projects. Its aim is to identify, and support the uptake 
of low cost, proven solutions for rural access that maximise the use of local resources. Project 
outputs feed directly into regional and national rural transport policies and strategies for 
poverty reduction. 

Labour Based Roads – Ethiopian Roads Component 
2004–2010 

Lead institution:TRL Limited, Berkshire 

The standard of design and construction is one of the main factors affecting the perform
ance of roads.This programme focuses specifically on reducing the lifetime cost of unpaved 
rural roads by promoting appropriate engineering standards, planning tools and works pro
cedures for labour based construction and maintenance. As well as providing planning and 
management tools, guidelines for engineering standards and methods for quality approval, 
it has emphasised dissemination, training and capacity building activities. The programme 
contributes to the wider aims of AFCAP, to promote livelihoods and sustainable develop
ment by improving rural access to transport in Africa. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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(UNU–WIDER): 2007–2013 

entitled 
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Aid increases economic growth 
United Nations University – World Institute for Development Economic Research 

UNU WIDER is focusing its 2010–2011 
research programme on the impact of the 
triple crisis (financial, climate change and food 
crisis) on developing countries, with a par
ticular focus on sub-Saharan Africa.The full 
impacts of the triple crisis remain uncertain, 
but if left unaddressed and unresolved may 
increase instability and conflict in develop
ing countries.This work has been co-funded 
with five other donor countries (Australia, 
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden), as 
well as the BMGF and the UN. 

In the midst of a global economic crisis, 
with significant strains on public finances, 
the spotlight has again turned towards the 
role and effectiveness of aid. The extent to 
which foreign aid can be a decisive factor in 
the economic development of low income 
countries remains controversial. 

Since the late 1980s, a debate has raged over 
the microeconomic and macroeconomic 
impacts of aid.While aid seems to be effec
tive at the microeconomic level, any posi
tive aggregate or macroeconomic impact is 

much harder to identify. This was labelled 
the micro–macro paradox. After decades of 
analytical work using new growth theory, new 
data and new empirical methodologies, the 
debate has been revived. One key paper by 
Rajan and Subramanian in 2008 suggested 
that “it is difficult to discern any systematic 
effect of aid on growth”.Yet microeconomic 
evaluations, including rigorous contributions 
to the programme evaluation literature by 
development economists, continue to remain 
largely positive. 

A UNU WIDER 2009 Discussion paper 
Aid and growth: Have we come full 

circle? uses a carefully developed empirical 
strategy to respond directly to recent literature 
that questions the ability of foreign aid to 
foster economic growth. The paper tack
les head on the policy implications of such 
pessimism, including recommendations by 
some of a complete cessation of aid to Africa. 
The authors argue that their results provide 
strong support for the view that the average 
effect of aid on growth remains positive over 

Current research projects 

Transport Research Support (TRS) to the World Bank for Inclusive Growth 
2008–2013 

Lead institution:World Bank 

This programme aims to promote sustained, inclusive economic growth opportunities by 
enabling transport sector interventions, supported by the World Bank and other development 
partners, to contribute more effectively to sustainable growth and to respond better to the 
needs of the poor.TRS builds on the experience of the Transport and Rural Infrastructure 
Services Learning and Sharing Partnership (TRISP), a collaborative programme for knowl
edge management and dissemination.The programme focuses on putting existing transport 
knowledge to use and generating new knowledge. 
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UNU 

Governance for Growth Programme, School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS): 2006–2010 
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the long run.Their modelling indicates that 
from 1970 to 2000 inflows of aid equiva
lent to 10% of GDP, on average, increased 
economic growth in recipient countries in 
the region of 1.0 to 2.3 percentage points. 
These estimates are broadly consistent with 
modern economic theory and the expectation 
that foreign aid stimulates economic growth 
through its effect on investment levels and 
productivity growth. 

The authors conclude that aid remains an 
important tool for enhancing the develop
ment prospects of poor nations.The evidence 
indicates that sustaining foreign assistance pro
grammes at reasonable levels can be expected 
to enhance the living standards of more than a 
billion of the world’s poorest people.Abolishing 
foreign aid,or drastically cutting it back, would 
be a mistake not warranted by any reasonable 
interpretation of the evidence. 

Key references: 
Arndt, C., Jones, S. and Tarp, F. 2009. Aid and growth: Have we come full circle? 

WIDER Discussion Paper No. 2009/05. Available at: www.wider.unu.edu/pub-
lications/working-papers/discussion-papers/2009/en_GB/dp2009-05/_files 
/82241141821472794/default/dp2009-05-0710-10-07.pdf 

Rajan, R.G. and Subramanian, A. 2008. Aid and growth:What does the cross-country evidence 
really show? The Review of Economics and Statistics, 90 (4): 643–65. 

A new view on good governance 

DFID is committed to improving the under
standing of economic growth as a political 
process.This involves identifying and promot
ing economic policies that have broad political 
support and are underpinned by governance 
capabilities. Developing countries are often 
encouraged to adopt ambitious (and costly) 
governance reforms as a precondition for 
delivering economic growth. But the chal
lenge is to identify the priorities and sequenc
ing of governance improvements most likely 
to make a difference to growth in individual 
countries’ contexts, where capabilities are 
often limited and over-ambitious approaches 
may lead to costly failure. 

The DFID-funded Governance for Growth 
research project, which cuts across the Growth 
and Governance research portfolios,has looked 
at the institutional and governance capabilities 
that have driven growth in ‘second tier’ devel
oping countries, such as Bangladesh, parts of 

India,Tanzania and Thailand.These countries 
did not have significant formal capabilities for 
managing industrial policy to drive growth. 

Professor Mushtaq Khan and his colleagues at 
SOAS argue that the current good governance 
agenda is confusing the long-term desirable 
goals of growth with the means of achiev
ing it. Using the World Bank’s indicators of 
governance and growth in slowly developing 
countries (Figure 2, group 1), rapidly develop
ing countries (group 2) and advanced devel
oped countries (group 3), Khan suggests that 
development prescriptions are based on the 
premise that advancing from group 1 to group 
3 is achieved by aiming for higher scores on 
good governance indicators. However, there 
is not a single example from history where a 
poor country has achieved advanced develop
ment by first developing good governance. 
Rapidly developing countries have the same 
governance characteristics as slow developers, 
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so the difference does not lie in the quality 
of their governance reforms. 

The researchers conclude that learning from 
history is more important than economic 
theory in understanding how development 
really comes about. 

It puts history at the heart of development 
similar institutions work very differently 

in different countries because the historical 

contexts vary widely.This suggests that reform 
processes should avoid blueprints from eco
nomic theory and should rather build on 
‘what really works’ in each country. For poor 
countries with low rates of economic growth, 
the challenge is to identify appropriate gov
ernance priorities from an analysis of high 
growth countries that started with similar 
conditions, in terms of both formal and infor
mal institutions and political power. 

These controversial findings have been pre
sented to government officials in many devel
oping countries, and have been reflected in 
policy approaches by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) and by the Commission on 
the Measurement of Economic Performance 
and Social Progress, chaired by renowned 
economists Joseph Stiglitz and Amartya Sen. 

The operational importance of the research 
was highlighted in the World Bank’s 2009 
Problem-driven governance and political economy 
analysis good practice framework. It has also 
strongly influenced Nobel prize winning 
economist Douglass North’s recent work on 
the politics of controlling violence in achiev
ing successful inclusive economic growth in 
developing countries. 

Key references: 
Khan, M.H. 2007. Governance and Growth: A Preliminary Report. Research Paper supported 

by DFID grant. London: SOAS. Available at: mercury.soas.ac.uk/users/mk17/Docs/ 
Preliminary%20Report.pdf 

Fritz,V., Kaiser, K. and Levy, B. 2009. Problem-driven governance and political economy analysis: 
Good practice framework. Washington DC:World Bank. 
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Figure 2: Governance characteristics of growth economies 
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Facilitating participation in global trade 
Improving Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth (iiG), Oxford University: 2008–2011 

these challenges of institutional design. 

Billion (2009). 
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Growth rates need to be raised and sustained 
if the MDGs are to be achieved. However, 
short and medium term growth is not enough: 
as acknowledged in DFID’s White Paper, 
countries must break down the barriers that 
are holding back their next wave of growth 
to achieve long-term, sustainable economic 
development.There is growing evidence that 
many barriers to long-term economic growth 
are institutional. iiG aims to generate a new 
body of policy relevant research that addresses 

The programme involves renowned econo
mists such as Paul Collier, and supports follow-
up work to his influential books The Bottom 

(2007) and Wars, Guns and Votes 
iiG has produced high quality, provocative 
and influential econometric analysis and has 
contributed to key topical debates, including 
a recent paper on the role of aid in mitigating 
external shocks. 

Trade preferences for developing countries 
continue to be a major part of the world trad
ing system. Under the Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) developing countries have 
preferential access to most Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) markets. Recent years have seen 
major extensions of preference schemes.These 
have two main elements: trade preference 
(duty free and quota free access for traded 
goods), and constraints on participation, which 
define eligible countries and products and 
rules of origin (RoOs), particularly for manu
factured products. 

In their 2007 paper, Rethinking trade preferences: 
How Africa can diversify its exports, Paul Collier 
and Tony Venables highlighted the need for 
trade preferences to reflect important trends in 
international trade, such as increasing returns 
to scale both within and between firms, and 
the trend towards ‘fragmentation’ in inter
national trade. Fragmentation occurs when 
different ‘tasks’ in the production of a final 
good are performed by different firms often 
in different countries. International RoOs 
should be designed to ensure they do not 
penalise specialisation according to compara
tive advantage, but rather facilitate developing 
country participation in a globalised world 
trading system. For instance, RoO require
ments under the EU’s Everything But Arms 
(EBA) scheme have reduced the effectiveness 
of the preference scheme as an instrument of 
economic development. 

The authors delivered this message to senior 
European policymakers and the research has 
helped to shape recent policy changes in 
RoO regulations, especially for textiles and 
garments, relaxing them compared to the 
restrictive ones that had been in place since 
the first Lomé Convention trade agreement 
in 1976.This research paper has also attracted 
attention at the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), and the Director General has engaged 
directly with iiG on the issue. Paul Collier 
has also been invited to give evidence to a 
US Senate committee on the issue of trade 
preferences and their effectiveness early in 

Key reference: 
Collier, P. and Venables,A.J. 2007. Rethinking trade preferences: How Africa can diversify its exports

The World Economy, Blackwell Publishing.Vol. 30(8), pages 1326–1345. 
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Centre for the Future State (at IDS), Crisis States Research Centre (at LSE), and 

financial management. 

not 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 

G
row

th 

Promoting effective taxation 

University of Oxford. Tax Evasion Study: 2005–2010 

Taxes, raised in ways that encourage economic 
growth and promote political accountability, 
build the political legitimacy of the state and 
offer the eventual ‘exit from aid’. Effective 
tax systems are central also to the Monterrey 
Consensus, by which developing countries 
committed themselves to improving their 
tax efforts in order to mobilise the domestic 
resources required for poverty reduction.Yet 
many developing countries fail to raise the 
tax revenue required to finance their public 
sectors. Moreover, in poor agrarian countries 
with weak democratic institutions, taxation 
is often coercive and corrupt. DFID funded 
research on tax across several programmes 
has pushed taxation higher up the policy 
making agenda and highlighted areas where 
knowledge is insufficient to support rigorous 
evidence based policy. 

Research at the Development Research 
Centre for the Future State (CFS) and the 
Crisis States Research Centre (CSRS) shows 
that tax is a core part of state building and the 
most visible sign of the social contract between 
citizens and the state. Fair and transparent 
tax collection demonstrates good govern
ance and shapes government legitimacy by 
promoting accountability of governments to 
tax-paying citizens, by encouraging political 
debate about how to address inequality and 
promote economic growth, and by stimulating 
effective state administration and good public 

The key operational message from the research 
is that donors need to understand that the 
politics of taxation are central to the exit 
from aid dependency.The incentives need to 
be improved for governments to engage in 
political bargaining over taxation with organ
ised interest groups to achieve the positive 
institution building effects of taxation on good 

governance. DFID’s long-term investment in 
this research helped shape the 2009 White 
Paper emphasis on taxation, and confirmed 
the importance of its major investments in 
improving revenue authorities in Africa and 
elsewhere in the developing world. 

The CFS research has strongly influenced 
DFID, the OECD, GTZ, the World Bank 
and other aid and development agencies; 
senior tax officials in developing countries 
and Britain; and advocacy organisations like 
the International Budget Program, Christian 
Aid and the Tax Justice Network. CFS research 
contributed substantially to the development 
of a work stream on taxation, state building and 
development within the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC). 

There are many areas where more evidence 
is required on taxation. These include the 
size and impact of tax evasion and capital 
flight on developing countries, and issues 
surrounding who and what are taxed 
and why. Tax evasion is a serious threat to 

Research in action 

Rwanda: Tax poster.  
(DFID – Max Everest-Phillips) 
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Better local solutions for rural access 
South East Asia Community Access Programme (SEACAP): 2003–2009 
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revenue mobilisation and to building effective 
tax systems in poor countries. NGOs have 
undertaken considerable work to calculate 
the impact that tax evasion and avoidance 
have on developing countries.Their widely 
quoted estimates suggest that tax evasion may 
be costing developing countries between 
$385 billion and $500 billion per annum.This 
work has been vital in shaping and informing 
the debate on tax, but experts have raised 
concerns about the data and methodology 
underpinning these figures. 

DFID, in partnership with the UK Treasury 
and HM Revenue and Customs, therefore 
commissioned the University of Oxford to 
provide a rigorous and independent evalu
ation of existing empirical estimates of tax 
revenue losses due to tax avoidance and tax 
evasion in developing countries, and of the 
current state of knowledge about the role of 

tax expenditures and other determinants of 
revenue mobilisation. 

The study found that serious methodological 
weaknesses and lack of data mean that exist
ing estimates are inaccurate and probably too 
high.The estimates are also misleading in that 
they assume illegal economic activity could 
be taxed given government capacity to bring 
them out of the shadow economy, whereas 
many of these activities are actually illegal and 
so would not be taxed, but rather closed down. 
Finally, the study noted that the preoccupation 
with producing aggregate estimates of tax 
revenue losses for the developing world as a 
whole, whilst important, could have the effect 
of clouding the significant heterogeneity of 
tax evasion in developing countries. Research 
on tax avoidance, as well as policies to achieve 
more revenue mobilisation, need to take this 
diversity into account. 

Key reference: 
A range of reports are available on the CFS website: www2.ids.ac.uk/gdr/cfs/general/ 

The main policy conclusions of the CFS work have been reprinted in Tax Notes International
Moore, M. 2007. How does taxation affect the quality of governance? Tax Notes International, 
47(1): 79–98. 

Nearly one billion people living in rural 
areas in developing countries still do not 
have access to reliable, all-weather roads. 
Without adequate access, little production 
can take place as inputs such as raw materials, 
labour and fuel cannot be brought from other 
locations; nor can manufactured products be 
delivered to consumers. Access to essential 
services such as education and health is also 
seriously constrained. To address this issue, 
DFID has been working on transport issues 

with development partners and through long-
standing cooperation with the World Bank, 
which has invested heavily in rural transport 
infrastructure. 

With support from DFID, SEACAP has 
researched ways of improving access for poor 
rural communities, with projects in Cambodia, 
Laos PDR and Vietnam. The programme 
investigated technical and non-technical 
aspects of rural transport to promote the 
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uptake of low cost, sustainable solutions for 
rural access, maximising the use of local 
resources, including labour and materials. 
Governance, poverty, time saving and gender 
dimensions were all examined, allowing a 
more holistic approach to rural transport 
interventions. 

Long-term primary research involved field 
trials comparing the performance of different 
pavement designs. A key research question 
concerned the suitability of laterite and gravels 
that have been widely used until recently as a 
surface material for low cost rural roads, due 
to their relative cheapness and availability. 
SEACAP demonstrated a strong case against 
these as the automatic choice for rural road 
construction due to problems with mate
rial quality and availability, climate, terrain, 
drainage provision, and high maintenance 
and environmental costs. 

A complementary SEACAP project investi
gated the use of alternative surfacing and paving 
options in traditional and innovative ways to 
build low cost,sustainable roads.These showed 
that some,initially more expensive,designs were 
eventually more cost-effective due to their 

greater durability and lower maintenance costs. 
These findings were used to promote a realistic 
approach to road design, taking into account 
local materials, the road environment, traffic 
characteristics,maintenance resources,technical 
and implementation options, environmental 

One opportunity for appropriate road design 
is presented by the thriving local brick making 
industry in southern Vietnam. In this region 
there are few hard stone deposits for road 
building, but clay is locally available and the 
existing small brick kilns make use of rice 
husk as a renewable energy source to fire 
the bricks.These traditional bricks have been 
demonstrated to be an ideal material for build
ing low traffic roads. Many of these designs 
require high labour and local resource inputs, 
generating increased rural employment and 
income diversification. In addition, designs 
which require no special equipment beyond 
that normally available to a local general 
contractor, open up opportunities for more 
enterprises to compete and participate in the 
works. Both of these effects potentially have 
substantial benefits for rural economies and 
the poor. 

Figure 3:
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Particularly in Vietnam, the programme 
has had a demonstrable and lasting impact, 
through the active engagement of the gov
ernment in the implementation of its Third 
Rural Transport programme, supported by 
the World Bank and DFID. In Cambodia, 
SEACAP’s work road construction 
standards has encouraged intense involve
ment from academia and the Cambodia 
Ministry of Public Works and Transport. 

The research also influenced the World 
Bank’s guidelines on rural road surfacing. 
SEACAP’s findings and guidelines have 
been put into use by the United Nations 
Office for Project Services through the 
World Bank supported Afghanistan National 
Emergency Employment Program and the 
National Rural Access Program, as well as 
in the European Union funded Sri Lankan 
Community Access Programme. 

Key reference: 
SEACAP Projects 1 and 4: Rural Road Surfacing Research (RRSR) in Vietnam. 
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Climate Change and Environment

Introduction 

The importance of climate change and the impact it is likely to have on developing countries 
is now well recognised.There is a broad realisation that the poorest in every society will suffer 
the most, as they are the least able to adapt, and that Africa, small island states and coastal areas 
are particularly vulnerable. 

This research programme provides evidence in support of efforts to achieve MDG 7 (ensure 
environmental sustainability).Whilst climate change is the most widely discussed aspect of envi
ronmental concern, there are many other ways in which environmental degradation threatens 
the livelihoods and health of the poorest. DFID’s research effort, therefore, encompasses not only 
climate change, but also important new initiatives in water and environmental sustainability. 

Climate change and environmental sustainability have been identified as priority issues in 
DFID’s 2009 White Paper, and this research programme is scaling up to meet the need for robust 
scientific research in this field. 

Some key findings and outputs of the programme are: 

yy An estimate of the global and national costs and benefits of adaptation to climate change was 
undertaken jointly with the World Bank.This study is piloting the use of an economy-wide 
assessment of the costs of adapting development to climate change, as opposed to simply adding 
the adaptation costs associated with climate change impacts on individual sectors.The results 
from this work are being used in climate change negotiations and for planning purposes. 

yy The Climate Change Adaptation in Africa (CCAA) Programme is developing innovative 
solutions to the challenges faced by poor people who are subject to current climate volatility 
and long-term change. It is building African researchers’ capacity to conduct pilot studies 
and experiments across the continent in order to inform policies aimed at making poor 
communities more resilient to climate change.The programme is, for example, finding more 
effective ways to manage increasingly scarce water resources in mountainous regions in 
Morocco, and designing new cropping 
systems adapted to increasing drought 
cycles in Benin, Kenya, Malawi and 
Tanzania. 

yy Water remains one of the greatest chal
lenges even before the effects of climate 
change are felt, as populations are rising 
and in many areas water tables falling. 
The importance of water for sanitation 
and to combat diseases of childhood is 
well known.DFID research is providing 
the evidence needed by national policy 
makers to improve water supplies to the 

Kenya, Kisumu: Adegu David shows the scientific processes of
poor based on extensive field research, gathering and monitoring data at the meteorological weather 

for example in Ethiopia. station. (DFID/IDRC – Thomas Omondi)
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yy The new Ecosystem Services for Poverty Alleviation programme will fund cutting-edge 
research on the values of the services that ecosystems provide to poor people and how to 
manage them sustainably.Working jointly with the Natural Environment Research Council 
(NERC) and the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), the programme will 
bring together researchers from the physical and social sciences.The programme is part of 
Living With Environmental Change (LWEC), a cross UK government initiative to optimise 
the linkages between environmental management and socioeconomic well-being. 

yy A new partnership starting in 2010 with the Hadley Centre will provide better resolution 
modelling of the impact of climate change on weather patterns in Africa. In particular it 
will better predict rainfall, which is essential for agriculture. 

DFID has long-standing collaborations with the UK Research Councils and with other research 
donors including IDRC, allowing researchers to share expertise and pool funding.We are also 
collaborating with private sector partners, such as PriceWaterhouseCoopers and Microsoft to 
help policy makers and practitioners plan and implement strategies that meet the climate chal
lenges of their country. 

– 

( )
( )

Case study: The lasting impact of research 

Forests protect water catchments – or do they? 

There are many underlying causes of poverty 
among forest dependent people.Yet policies 
designed to promote development have often 
not led to improvements in – and have some
times even undermined their livelihoods. 
Between 1997 and 2006 the Forestry Research 
Programme helped country partners iden
tify, test and promote more effective poverty 
reduction strategies by supporting research on 
the priority problems of the forest and tree-
dependent poor. 

The Forestry Research Programme was part 
of the wider Renewable Natural Resources 
Research Strategy RNRRS .In its last phase 
1995–2005 , the RNRRS reflected DFID’s 

shift to policies that create sustainable liveli
hood outcomes for poor people.This shift put 
people, rather than the resources they use, at 
the centre of development.This people-centred 
reorientation did not mean that the programme 
ceased to produce excellent science: an evalu
ation of the RNRRS undertaken by DFID 

in 2005 concluded that the Forestry Research 
Programme “must be regarded as a solid sci
entific success”. Rather, excellent science was 
better targeted to provide the robust evidence 
base necessary to build more effective people-
centred policies. 

Forest hydrology is just one area where the 
research programme made important con
tributions to policy, practice and scientific 
knowledge. Many forest policies were predi
cated on the assumption that forests in upper 
water catchments need to be fully protected 
to guarantee regular river flow and protect 
lower catchments from floods.These policies 
were being contested, often violently, by local 
communities who were denied access to forests 
on which they depended. Questions were also 
raised about the validity of the assumed connec
tion between forests and water catchments. 

A cluster of projects were launched, which 
aimed to improve the management of upper 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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water catchments, incorporating hydrological, 
social and economic issues. These projects 
were undertaken in contrasting altitudinal 
locations across a range of nations, including 
Costa Rica, Grenada, India, South Africa and 
Tanzania. 

The work in India, which focused on lowland, 
semi-arid regions, illustrates the approach 
taken.Water tables are dropping in most Indian 
states, largely a consequence of pumping 
ground water to the surface to irrigate crops. 
In the late 1980s, the Indian government 
adopted a national water policy based on the 
long held premise that forest cover conserves 
water in the catchment by increasing local 
rainfall or facilitating recharge of groundwater. 
By the mid-1990s around US$500 million per 
year was being spent on watershed manage
ment, including large tree planting schemes, 
in India. However, comparatively little work 
was commissioned to study the effects of 
these interventions. 

DFID funded research, using improved instru
mentation and data logging, and powerful 
computer modelling, began to test the effects 
of tree planting and other practices on upper 
water catchments.The results did not always 
support the dominant policy initiatives. For 
example, a study in the State of Karnataka 
showed rates of evaporation from both indig
enous forest and eucalyptus plantations to be 
twice that of rain-fed dryland agricultural 
crops, suggesting that tree planting leads to 
reduced water flows downstream. Further 
work in the States of Himachel Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh, which used biophysical data 

related to streamflow in hydrological model
ling, also indicated that increased forestation 
caused a reduction in water yields in these 
areas. 

The research in India showed that many 
policies and practices were ineffectual or 
counterproductive for the management of 
upper water catchments, a conclusion that held 
for other regions and countries studied within 
this research cluster. For example, in Costa 
Rica, research lent some support to long-held 
beliefs linking cloud forests to the stabilisation 
or increase of water flows downstream, but 
showed that policies that linked payment to 
the preservation and management of forests 
excluded the rural poor and incentivised 
wealthier elites to gain control of land. 

The accumulated evidence of the Forestry 
Research Programme on the management of 
upper water catchments indicates that major 
changes were required in water management 
in the regions studied. Effecting fundamen
tal change to well established policies and 
the institutions that own them is difficult, 
and to do so, the project team undertook a 
range of activities. In India workshops were 
organised to bring together policy makers 
and scientists.A workshop in Shimla in 2004 
brought together more than 40 state and 
central government officials, who concluded 
that forest policy needed to be based on 
detailed hydrological simulation modelling. 
Following the workshop, the state government 
of Himachel Pradesh took steps to ensure 
that an integrated approach to watershed 
management was adopted in the state. 

Key references: 
Hayward, B. 2005. From the mountain to the tap: how land use and water management can 

work for the rural poor. Forestry Research Programme ZF0173, DFID. Available at: 
www.research4development.info/PDF/Outputs/Forestry/ZF0173-From_the_mountain_ 

FRP-FLOWS Research cluster on the management of upper water catchments. Available 
at: www.researchintouse.com/nrk/RIUinfo/PF/FRP31.htm 
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Current research projects 

DFID-Hadley partnership 
2010–2013 

Lead institution: UK Met Office Hadley Centre 

This project, with the UK Met Office Hadley Centre, aims to provide improved knowledge and 
evidence on current and probable future climate conditions, for use by decision makers in Africa. It 
will also enhance the capacity of key African institutions to undertake climate science. Beneficiaries 
of the project will be scientists and researchers at meteorological institutions in Africa and the North; 
policy and decision makers in Africa; and donors interested in humanitarian assistance, disaster risk 
reduction and climate change in Africa. 

Climate and Development Knowledge Network 
2010–2015 

Lead Institutions: PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Overseas Development Institute (ODI), LEAD 
International, South–South North, Microsoft and Intrac 

The Climate Network, launched in March 2010, will give developing countries access to the latest 
research and science on climate change, as well as technical assistance, with a special focus on devel
opment linkages. Its core objective is to help policy makers and practitioners plan and implement 
strategies that meet their countries’ climate challenges. Key services will include translating and 
making available the latest, high quality research from around the world, commissioning research 
tailored to specific needs, and bespoke technical assistance.The programme will work closely with 
and aim to strengthen relevant research institutions in developing countries. DFID support for this 
programme is shared between the DFID Research and Evidence Division and the Policy Division. 
DFID co-funds the Climate Network with the Dutch Government. 

Economics of Adaptation to Climate Change (EACC) 
2008–2010 

Lead institution:World Bank


See Research in action, page 49.


Aid Effectiveness in Adaptation Funds 
2008–2009 

Lead institution:World Bank 

This is a short project to examine the applicability of aid effectiveness principles for climate change 
finance.The work is primarily aimed at climate negotiators and policy makers. It will also help national 
planning authorities to integrate international climate finance into core development planning. 

Climate Change Adaptation in Africa (CCAA) Programme 
2006–2011 

Lead institution: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada 

This programme aims to enhance the resilience of the poor across Africa to current climate volatil
ity and long-term change.The programme brings together teams of researchers, local people, local 
government and support organisations in a number of pilot studies and experiments that develop 
and test adaptation responses by rural and urban people, particularly the most vulnerable. Results 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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from this action research are combined with scientists’ and research institutes’ findings on climate 
variability and change to derive national and medium-term policy responses. DFID funds this in 
partnership with IDRC. 

See also Research in action, page 50. 

Adaptation to Climate Change in China (ACCC) 
2009–2012 

Lead institution: DFID China and Chinese National Development and Reform Commission 
(NDRC) 

This project is investigating the impacts of climate change in China on agriculture, water resources, 
disasters and human health. It will develop adaptation options and ways to integrate adaptation 
into planning and policy processes.As part of this work,ACCC supports the development of, and 
access to climate change science in China.The project will also help to share internationally China’s 
experiences of integrating climate adaptation into the development process.The benefits will largely 
accrue at policy and decision maker, and practitioner levels. DFID is a joint funder with the UK 
Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) and SDC. 

China Low Carbon Economy Task Force 
2008–2009 

Lead institution: DFID China and China Council for International Cooperation on 
Environment and Development 

The Task Force comprises international and Chinese experts in climate change, environmental 
economics, development studies, China studies and the private sector. The main objective is to 
build scenarios for China’s future economy and their implications for greenhouse gas emissions. 
The Task Force will produce a list of policy recommendations to support China’s shift towards a 
low carbon economy. 

Research-inspired Policy and Practice Learning in Ethiopia and the Nile Region 
(RiPPLE) 
2006–2011 

Lead institution: Overseas Development Institute 

See Research in action: page 52 

Policy Innovation Systems for Clean Energy Security (PISCES) 
2007–2012 

Lead institution: African Centre for Technology Studies, Kenya 

The purpose of this project is to increase knowledge and understanding of the livelihood trade offs 
between energy, food and water security related to bioenergy. Livelihood security is contingent 
upon the interdependence of energy, water and food security – and bioenergy is a pivotal issue at 
the intersection of these three factors. PISCES, which is carried out by organisations in India, Kenya, 
Sri Lanka and Tanzania, targets policy and decision makers, practitioners and end users. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Off Grid Electricity Generation Research 
2009–2013 

Lead institution: Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) 

This project focuses on the use of electricity in rural areas, coupled with complementary energy 
vectors such as heat and energy storage.The research also aims to stimulate local service provision 
and the development and exploitation of local skills. It complements the PISCES programme 
of research on bioenergy.The beneficiaries will largely be policy and decision makers and prac
titioners, while in the individual pilot projects, direct beneficiaries will include the local poor. 
DFID is a joint funder with EPSRC. 

SPLASH – European Union Water Initiative Research Area Network (EUWI ERA-NET) 
2007–2010 

Lead institution: European Commission (EC) 

SPLASH is a consortium of 16 ministries, funding agencies and national research and techno
logical development authorities from 11 European countries. Effective water research can play 
an important role in meeting the challenge of providing poor people with access to safe water 
supplies and improved sanitation. SPLASH is working to bring together appropriate research 
partner programmes from across Europe in a coordinated way, to carry out water science and 
technology research, with a focus on Africa and the Mekong region. Combining national research 
programmes in this way encourages common approaches and good practice, and delivers benefits 
through the pooling of resources for research. 

Ecosystem Services for Poverty Alleviation (ESPA) 
2009–2017 

Lead institution: Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 

The ESPA programme aims to deliver cutting-edge research that will improve our understanding 
of how to manage ecosystems and their services so that they deliver more for poverty reduc
tion and inclusive growth processes. ESPA will bring together researchers from the physical, 
natural and social sciences in interdisciplinary teams across the world to provide evidence and 
tools to enable decision makers and end users to manage ecosystems sustainably and in ways 
that contribute to poverty reduction. ESPA is a partnership between DFID, NERC, and ESRC, 
with a total investment of £40.5 million. It is part of the Living with Environmental Change 
programme (LWEC, see below). 

Living with Environmental Change (LWEC) 
2009–2012 

LWEC is an umbrella body representing a partnership of organisations that fund, undertake and 
use environmental research, including the research councils, government departments, devolved 
administrations and delivery agencies. It connects world leading natural, engineering, economic, 
social, medical, cultural, arts and humanities researchers. 

LWEC will help ensure that the UK provides international leadership and solutions to 
the challenges faced as a result of climate and environmental change, and will provide the 
knowledge and tools to make informed choices about the future.The programmes of work 
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Calculating the costs of climate change 
Economics of Adaptation to Climate Change (EACC): 2008–2010 

light on these costs. 

global cost 

has 

in Copenhagen. 
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Research in action 

Even if global emissions of greenhouse gases 
are drastically reduced in the coming years, 
the global annual average temperature could 
potentially be 2°C above pre-industrial lev
els by 2050. A 2°C warmer world is likely 
to experience more intense rainfall, and 
more frequent and intense droughts, floods, 
heat waves and other extreme weather 
events.Whilst the extent of climate change 
is often expressed in terms of global tem
perature, its impacts will vary greatly from 
place to place. People will have to adapt 
their livelihood strategies and developing 
countries will need to reassess their poverty 
reduction plans. 

It has proved difficult to derive reliable esti
mates of the likely economic costs of adapting 
to climate change. Early estimates of the global 
cost vary widely ($4 billion to $109 billion 
a year). National governments need to start 
developing plans to make their countries 
resilient to climate change, but the costs of 
doing so are not known.The Economics of 
Adaptation to Climate Change (EACC) study, 
supported by DFID jointly with the govern
ments of the Netherlands and Switzerland, 
and led by the World Bank, has begun to shed 

EACC’s first phase, completed in November 
2009, concentrated on estimating a 
of adaptation.The study found that the addi
tional cost of enabling developing countries 
to adapt to a world that is approximately 2°C 

warmer by 2050 is likely to be between $75 
billion and $100 billion a year. 

Like all estimates in this field, these figures 
involve some uncertainty, and are based on 
several assumptions and simplifications. Even 
so, the EACC study has established a new 
benchmark for research of this nature. The 
study was the first of its kind to calculate the 
cost of adaptation of a growing economy, 
rather than a static one based on current 
state. It used extensive global and national 
data sets, including World Bank projects and 
global economic indicators, and adopted 
a consistent approach across countries and 
sectors, and over time. 

The first EACC report, The Cost to Developing 
Countries of Adapting to Climate Change, 
been used by the UK government to estimate 
the approximate size of a package of inter
national support that would be necessary for 
climate change action in developing countries. 
This was proposed to the international com
munity and used in the climate negotiations 

The second phase, due to report in March 
2010, will focus on helping decision makers 
in developing countries understand and assess 
the risks posed by climate change in their own 
countries and design better adaptation strate
gies, keeping the most vulnerable communi
ties in focus.This phase is based on seven case 
studies, selected on the basis of vulnerability 
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economics-adaptation-climate-change-study-homepage 

in Benin 
Climate Change Adaptation in Africa (CCAA) Programme: 2006–2011 

of Zaïs
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to major climate change impacts, and differing 
social, economic and environmental condi
tions: Bangladesh, Bolivia, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Mozambique, Samoa and Vietnam. 

The country studies are being developed using 
local databases, and involve national experts, as 
well as discussions with local stakeholders.The 
country case studies use computable general 
equilibrium (CGE) models to assess the overall 
costs of climate change impacts and adapta
tion on the economy as a whole, rather than 
individual sectoral assessments. Preliminary 
results from Africa show the importance of 
extreme events, such as droughts and floods, 
and how an economy-wide perspective can 

lead to more cost-effective adaptation solu
tions than would be achieved by considering 
each sector individually. The results of the 
country based studies will be published in 

EACC directly supports the delivery of MDG 
7 (environmental sustainability). It also sup
ports White Paper commitments to invest in 
climate research to permit better prediction 
of local impacts on poorer countries, and to 
help vulnerable countries plan for climate 
change. Direct beneficiaries include policy 
and decision makers at global and national 
level, and ultimately, poor people in vulnerable 
developing countries. 

Key reference: 
The Cost to Developing Countries of Adapting to Climate Change: New Methods and Estimates

2009, available at the project website: beta.worldbank.org/climatechange/content/ 

Adapting to current climate volatility and long-term change 

Agriculture employs 70% of Benin’s work
force and accounts for 88% of export revenues. 
In recent years farmers have endured highly 
unpredictable changes in rainfall patterns 
and distribution.To better equip them for an 
uncertain future, a project under the Climate 
Change Adaptation in Africa (CCAA) pro
gramme is working to improve the quality 
and dissemination of forecasting information, 
pinpoint vulnerabilities to climate change, 
and develop adaptive practices in agriculture. 
The results of this action research are fed 
into local and national policy formulation, 
including Benin’s national adaptation plan 
of action (NAPA). 

Early warning committees, made up of farmers 
and other groups at risk from climate change, 

have been established in 35 rural communes 
in six departments of Benin. Sixty farmer field 
schools have been set up, involving some 300 
farmers in field tests of adaptation options. 
Over the last two years farmers have tested 
mulching, integrated crop management, green 
manures, agroforestry techniques and the use 

, a traditional means of regenerating 
soil using planting pits.Trials have shown that 
these techniques greatly increase soil water 
retention capacity and the number of days that 
a crop can withstand drought. Field trials also 
include a plot where farmers can innovate 
and introduce management options of their 
choice at the most appropriate moment. 

Field tests at the local level feed into a national 
level analysis, and recommendations are in 

Research in action 
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turn disseminated back to the local level. A 
national committee brings together repre
sentatives from relevant government depart
ments, the National Adaptation Programme 
of Action focal point, and members of the 
research team. This committee has facili
tated collaboration between organisations 
including the Ministry of the Environment 
and Protection of Nature, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Husbandry, 
and the national meteorological service.This 
has been a key impact of the project, as 
these organisations have long wanted to 
work together, but not previously found the 
appropriate mechanisms to do so. 

The national committee produces a bimonthly 
bulletin that analyses weather patterns over the 
last two months, and provides forecasts for the 
next two, for each department.The committee 
also analyses data on crop growth gathered from 
selected farms.These bulletins, distributed in 
print, by radio and through local committees, 
provide advisory information to some two 
million rural producers, and can be tailored 
by extension agents to reflect local condi
tions and practices. For instance, in June 2008 
when a heightened risk of floods and storms 
was reported, farmers were recommended to 
harvest their crops immediately rather than 
leaving them to dry in the fields. 

This project aims to reduce food insecurity 
and rural poverty in Benin, as part of a range 
of activities undertaken through the CCAA 
programme.A joint DFID–IDRC programme, 
CCAA aims to improve the capacity of African 
countries to adapt to volatile and changing 
climatic conditions in ways that benefit the 
most vulnerable. It supports the delivery of 

MDG 7 (environmental sustainability), as well 
as DFID’s commitment to improving the acces
sibility and use of climate information. 

The project in Benin uses participatory action 
research to bring together representatives of 
vulnerable groups with decision makers and 
scientists in a shared process of ‘learning by 
doing’. It weds scientific and local knowledge, 
and aims to establish a self-sustained, skilled 
body of expertise to enhance the ability of 
African countries to adapt. Under CCAA 
there are now 46 projects in 33 countries in 
Africa, of which 41 use participatory action 
research. 

The programme also supports a range of 
targeted capacity building initiatives across 
the continent.These include funding for the 
African Climate Change Fellowships Program, 
which in 2008 alone supported 45 early to 
mid-career African professionals and researchers 
to pursue advanced studies related to climate 

Knowledge sharing is a key objective of CCAA 
and the programme supports networking and 
communication initiatives. For example, in 
May 2009 AfricaAdapt (www.africa-adapt.net) 
was launched, providing a platform for sharing 
knowledge about climate change and adapta-
tion.The site has links with community radio to 
stimulate communication about adaptation in 
forms more likely to serve rural communities. 
At regional and international levels,AfricaAdapt 
uses conferences, such as the Bonn interses
sional meeting of the UNFCCC in June 2009, 
and COP 15 in Copenhagen in December 
2009, as opportunities for media outreach and 
face to face exchange on adaptation. 

Research in action 

Key reference: 
Uncertain horizons:Preparing Africa for a changing climate. Climate Change Adaptation in Africa,2008–09 

year in review. Available at: www.idrc.ca/ccaa/ev-148955-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html 

Gologo, H. 2007. Informing and Involving Farmers in Benin. Available at: www.idrc.ca/ccaa/ 
ev-118957-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html 
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Building capacity for better water supply and sanitation 
Research-inspired Policy and Practice Learning in Ethiopia and the Nile Region 
(RiPPLE): 2006–2011 

MDG target. 

woreda 

Ethiopia, Addis Ababa: woman collecting water from a community 
tap in the Lideta slum area. (Panos – Andy Johnstone) 
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Under the broad aim of ensuring environmen
tal sustainability, MDG 7 includes a target to 
halve, by 2015, the proportion of the world’s 
population without sustainable access to safe 
drinking water and basic sanitation. DFID’s 
2009 White Paper further commits DFID to 
developing sustainable and equitable ways of 
managing water resources. In Ethiopia, 84% 
of the population lives in rural areas; only 
31% of this rural population has access to 
clean water and 8% has adequate sanitation. 
Ethiopia thus remains amongst the countries 
furthest ‘off track’ from achieving the MDG 
targets. The RiPPLE programme aims to 
generate the evidence and research capacity 
needed to bring Ethiopia and the wider Nile 
region back on track towards achieving the 

Established in 2006 and led by the Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI), RiPPLE 
advances evidence based learning on the 
financing, delivery and sustainability of water 
supply, sanitation and hygiene to support 
measurable improvements in access to water 
and sanitation by the poor. 

RiPPLE’s work is divided into three areas: 
participatory research; capacity building; and 
engagement at local and national levels to 
influence policies and practices.An emphasis 
on communications runs through all three 
areas.The programme’s research focuses on the 
practical concerns of local stakeholders and 
involves them in identifying knowledge gaps, 
testing solutions and evaluating the results. 

Through its research portfolio, RiPPLE has 
generated a substantial body of knowledge 
on the challenges of sanitation and water 
supply. This encompasses issues of service 
provision and maintenance as well as social, 
economic and environmental factors that 
have implications for access and sustainability. 

Field studies have demonstrated the role that 
a reliable water supply plays in strengthening 
livelihoods and building resilience.They have 
highlighted the importance to rural com
munities of fresh water for multiple purposes, 
such as subsistence agriculture, livestock and 
small-scale enterprise, in addition to domestic 
water supply and sanitation. 

In order to influence policies and practices, 
research programmes need to take into account 
the complex realities of a country, and include 
the main stakeholders in the research process. 
RiPPLE has addressed these challenges by 
establishing a Learning and Practice Alliance 
(LPA) in each region and (local district) 
where the programme works. LPAs comprise 
researchers, local officials, practitioners and 
local ‘champions’.At a national level a Forum 
for Learning on Water and Sanitation has been 
established.The Forum provides an umbrella 
under which learning can be shared across 
networks. 

The research commissioned by RiPPLE 
delivers robust evidence, as well as building 
the research capacity and technical skills of 

Research in action 
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An effective research mechanism influences water policy and practice 

RiPPLE’s approach to action research, involving LPA members at all stages, has proven 
to be a very effective way of identifying knowledge gaps and ensuring uptake of findings. 
LPA members from government, academic institutions and NGOs suggest research ques
tions and carry out the research with the support of RiPPLE partners.This means that 
the people who identify research needs and carry out the research are likely to benefit 
from its findings. Once a specific issue is identified, things can – and do – move fast. 

Research carried out in the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region of 
Ethiopia (SNNPR) on the sustainability and functionality of water supply schemes 
illustrates how the process can work to good effect. Findings from two were 
published in early 2008, and contributed to a ten-fold increase in budgets at the 
start of the Ethiopian financial year in June 2008.The study recommended that water 
committees should be trained at the community level, to support the collection and 
management of user fees for water point maintenance and small repairs. Implementation 
of this recommendation has led to an increase in functioning water pumps, permitting 
access to safe water for more people. 

water supply and sanitation personnel. From 
the outset, RiPPLE has developed training 
and capacity building materials and courses. 
For example, a Water Supply and Sanitation 
module has been developed and introduced 
as an option under the Masters degree course 
in Development Studies at Addis Ababa 
University. RiPPLE sponsors 36 students 
on this Masters degree course.The students 
– mostly junior government officials – typi
cally locate their research in where 
RiPPLE works.After graduation they return 
to their post, enhancing the capacity of local 
government to deliver water, sanitation and 
hygiene services. Further forms of training 
are also provided, including focused technical 

Research in action 

training and toolkits, such as mapping and the 
use of geographic information systems. 

Engaging with and influencing national gov
ernment policy can be difficult. RiPPLE has 
been successful in working with, and gaining 
the confidence of local partners (NGOs, 
academic institutions and government) at 
the local and district levels (see box above). 
In its latest phase, RiPPLE is focusing on 
influencing national government policy on 
vulnerability assessment, which links food and 
water security, and technology choices. Both 
issues have wider, international relevance as 
governments strive to protect poor people 
from the impacts of climate change. 

Key reference: 
Many outputs from RiPPLE, including briefing papers, toolkits, synthesis and research 

reports, can be accessed through the programme website: www.rippleethiopia.org/ 
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Governance, Conflict and  
Social Development 
Introduction 

We know that stronger political processes and better social policy can lead to higher standards 
of living and faster poverty reduction. Nonetheless, standards of governance across the world 
are not improving fast enough, and poverty and social exclusion remain entrenched in many 
developing countries. Slow progress towards the MDGs is closely related to a failure to rec
ognise and address challenges in political processes and social development. DFID’s research 
on governance, conflict and social development provides an evidence base for tackling the 
political, social and economic factors that obstruct the achievement of the MDGs. 

Development, politics and conflict 
Governance describes the way people manage their own affairs, as well as how organisa
tions and institutions function: it is about people, power and authority, and relationships 
between citizens’ social structures and the state. In all developing countries, challenges 
related to governance, accountability and corruption are largely responsible for ensuring 
that the poorest remain poor. Development and humanitarian agencies devote a large part 
of their resources to conflict affected and fragile states.Yet remarkably little is known about 
fundamental governance and social development questions in such states. 

DFID’s research programme aims to address 

these knowledge gaps to support more effective 

policies and programmes. Research shows, for 

example:


yy Improving the tax system has a positive 

development impact well beyond the gen

eration of revenue for government. Taxes,

raised in ways that promote accountability,

build the political legitimacy of the state and 

offer the eventual ‘exit from aid’.


yy Informal institutions and personalised rela

tionships are pervasive and powerful, and yet 

can contribute to progressive outcomes in 

poor countries. Creating formal democratic 

government and market institutions remains 

a valid long-term aim. But in the short to 

medium-term informal arrangements and 

relationships can help stimulate investment,

improve services, connect citizens to the 

state and facilitate the transition to more Nigeria, Lagos: election workers count ballots at a 

polling station on the day of presidential elections. 
inclusive, rules based governance. (Panos – Jacob Silberberg) 
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yy Studies in citizenship, participation and accountability can help countries to strengthen 
civil society oversight of elections, as demonstrated by the Electoral Reform Committee 
in Nigeria. 

yy A resilient state is not necessarily a developmental state, and there may be trade offs 
between these two aims. For example, the deliberate avoidance of divisive ‘rent’ alloca
tions in Zambia and Tanzania helps explain these states’ resilience, even in the face of 
economic crises and entrenched poverty. 

yy State building that focuses on wealth creation can achieve the twin aims of ensuring 
the buy-in of elites and promoting popular allegiance to the state. Raising agricultural 
productivity is a strategic issue in most fragile states. 

Tackling poverty and social exclusion 
Often the poorest people are also the most socially excluded – and the hardest to reach. 
Even during vibrant growth periods when poverty may fall overall, for socially excluded 
groups it may remain stagnant or rise. Inequality levels may also rise, as happened in China. 
Whilst there has been increasing attention to social exclusion in development agencies, the 
understanding of who is excluded and why, and the political will to address social exclusion 
where it is evident, remain extremely challenging. DFID Research aims to understand the 
dynamics of poverty and exclusion, and to provide practical policy solutions for achieving the 
MDGs. A stronger focus on disability inclusion is also a feature of several areas of research. 
Research findings include: 

yy Shocks such as parental deaths have an impact on children’s development which needs 
to be addressed. In Ethiopia, for example, the death of a mother increases the chances 
that a child cannot read, or can read only letters, by 27%. 

yy Children who move without their parents are one of the least visible forms of migration 
among the poor. Education and training play major roles in the migration decisions of 
children. 

yy Men need to be put back into the picture – as women in poor countries are often seen 
as surviving ‘despite men’ rather than with them.There is a dichotomy in development 
which can view women as ‘good’ and men as ‘not good’, thus reducing people to gender 
stereotypes, missing the context and the reasons behind poverty altogether. 

yy Full reform of the investment climate is desirable in the long run but in the short or 
medium-term transitional arrangements can help to raise investment and growth.The 
key to these arrangements is active co-operation between government and business, 
focussed on removing key bottlenecks.A more political and less technocratic approach 
will help to make investment and growth policy more realistic and effective. 

This research has had a major impact on policy making in developing countries: for example, 
the Young Lives project has been important in Ethiopia, India and Vietnam. It has also been 
taken up by policy makers in DFID and other major donor organisations, for example in 
helping to shape a World Bank programme on health reform in Brazil. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Case study: The lasting impact of research 

Taking a lead in political analysis 

Research on governance has had a long-term 
impact on development policy, revealing 
lessons from the successes and failures of 
previous policy approaches, and shifting the 
consensus in policy making. Governance 
research has made a key contribution by 
bringing political analysis back to the top of 
the development policy agenda. 

The 1980s saw the dominance of economics 
over the study of international development. 
By the early 1990s, however, the lessons of the 
failure of economic reforms and the collapse 
of communism led the international com
munity to ‘bring the state back in’.The result 
was the emergence of the ‘good governance’ 

However, both the structural adjustment 
and the good governance reforms had very 
variable success. Moreover, a combination 
of operational experience and academic 
research increasingly revealed that success 
was dependent upon the extent of ‘political 
will’ in developing countries. Political analysis 
shows that context and process are central to 
shaping the incentives of politicians and policy 
makers for or against progressive change.This 
argument directly challenged conventional 
donor approaches that assumed the problems 
were primarily financial and technical. 

Over the past decade, DFID has funded 
long-standing research programmes on gov
ernance, conflict and social development that 
have led this field of debate, and deepened 
the evidence base on the political dimensions 
of poverty and development. Since 2000 
DFID has funded research at the Centre 
for the Future State CFS at IDS, and the 
Crisis States Research Centre CSRC at 
LSE. The outputs from this research have 
been central to the increasing prominence of 
political analysis in the academic community, 
as well as within DFID. Research results have 
strongly influenced DFID’s increasing focus 

on political analysis, reflected in the 2006 
White Paper that put governance at the heart 
of DFID’s approach.The 2009 White Paper 
built on this by expressly acknowledging 
that it is political processes and not money 
that often determine the success or failure of 
development policies in fragile and conflict 

The research of the Centre for the Future 
State revealed the complex formal and infor
mal political processes of elite bargaining 
around the use of power that decisively shape 
development outcomes for poor people. It 
also drew attention to key types of state– 
citizen interactions that make the difference 
between a developmental state and a non-
developmental one, especially the process of 
bargaining between the state and its taxpayers 
about the ‘fiscal–social contract’. 

Their research reminded donors that taxes 
can build the political legitimacy of the state 
and offer the eventual ‘exit from aid’. DFID 
came to recognise that effective tax systems 
are central to achieving DFID’s core priori
ties including promoting economic growth, 
tackling climate change and achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals.This work 
on tax is therefore reflected in several DFID 
projects and research themes; a study on tax 
evasion is described in more detail in Growth: 
Research in Action, page 39. 

This work also influenced the OECD DAC, 
World Bank and many other bilateral donors, 
and was taken up by the Government of South 
Africa in a conference in 2008 on African tax 
administration that led to the establishment of 
the African Tax Administrators Forum. 

The focus on politics and political economy, 
barely part of the vocabulary of international 
donors fifteen years ago, is now perceived to 
be central to aid effectiveness. DFID has been 
at the forefront of this change. 
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There are concrete examples of the strategic impact of political analysis at a country 
level. In August 2002 DFID Nepal commissioned a Strategic Conflict Assessment (SCA) 
and an accompanying Programme Level Conflict Assessment (PLCA). This followed the 
breakdown of peace talks between the Government of Nepal and the Maoist insurgents, 
and a sharp escalation of conflict in late 2001. 

The SCA examined the relationship between aid and conflict, and provided additional 
analysis supporting the preparation of a new Country Assistance Plan (CAP) setting 
out DFID’s four year strategy. “The SCA found that whilst poverty and social exclu
sion were critically tied up with the causes of conflict, the actions and behaviour of 
the elite-dominated government, bureaucracy and aid donors were intrinsically part of 
the problem. The root of the conflict lay in the unwillingness of elite groups (which 
dominated all levels of administration and parts of the aid community 
development NGOs) to share power or wealth with other groups.

The subsequent CAP “stressed delivery of direct benefits to the poor rather than building 
government capacity, and led to a much sharper focus on the poorest and most conflict 
affected areas of the country. This was probably the first explicitly ‘conflict sensitive’ 
donor strategy in Nepal and, over time, became influential in shaping the response of 
the other donors.

* See: Segal, M. 2008. Governance Assessments in Practice: Case Studies: 4A Nepal. Case study 
prepared for the OECD/DAC Conference on Governance Assessments, February 2008. 

Key reference: 
Unsworth, S. 2008. Is political analysis changing donor behaviour? Development Studies Association 

Conference, London. 

Current research projects 
Building Effective States 

Future States Programme 
2005–2010 

Lead institution: Centre for the Future State, IDS 

This research consortium has focused on how to build states that work ‘for the poor’. Research 
findings made important contributions to knowledge on state–business relations; the vital 
role of taxation in the accountability and responsiveness of the state; and on collective action 
around public services. One hundred and fifty working papers and peer reviewed journal 
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Current research projects 

articles, and 40 briefing notes were produced.The programme had considerable influence 
on DFID governance thinking, extensively reflected in the 2006 and 2009 White Papers, and 
in work on taxation and accountability by the OECD DAC, AfDB and DFID. A capacity 
building programme was implemented to provide cost-effective, long-term mechanisms to 
expand the capacities of research partners in Asia, Africa and Latin America.The work has 
led to the establishment of the African Tax Administrators’ Forum with a strong focus on 
the state building dimensions of taxation. 

Citizenship, Participation and Accountability Programme 
2005–2010 

Lead institution: Development Research Centre on Citizenship, Participation and 
Accountability, IDS 

This programme aimed to understand (and influence) the ways in which democratic 
engagement of citizens can strengthen the capacities of state and non-state institutions to 
be responsive to the needs and rights of poor people. It looked at both the role of formal 
democratic systems, such as elections, and how civil society shapes, and is shaped by, the 
state. Over 160 working papers and seven books have been produced. Findings have helped 
to shape a $200 million World Bank programme on health reform in Brazil and supported 
the Electoral Reform Committee efforts in Nigeria to strengthen civil society oversight of 
elections.The centre has six regional partners in Bangladesh, Brazil, India, Mexico, Nigeria 
and South Africa. 

Power, Politics and the State in Africa 
2007–2012 

Lead institution: Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

State building and governance in Africa often do not take account of the particular context 
within which political development occurs. In reality, states and societies draw strength from 
locally rooted traditions and patronage systems. This programme aims to identify how to 
work ‘with the grain’ of African societies, to understand how organisations actually work, 
and to promote more accountable and effective developmental institutions. It is undertak
ing intensive case studies and survey work in 11 countries; seven discussion papers and four 
working papers have recently been produced.The programme has been active in capacity 
building by funding practical field training, skills workshops and five doctoral scholarships. 

Governance for Growth Project 
2006–2010 

Lead institution: School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) 

This project seeks to understand better how some countries (mainly in Asia) have success
fully transformed their economies from low to high productivity with sustained economic 
growth, focusing on the institutional and governance capabilities that have driven growth 
in some key examples.The research has made some innovative and controversial findings, 
suggesting that a number of traditional market enhancing policies and responses to market 
failure may have limited effectiveness.This groundbreaking research has influenced UNCTAD 
and World Bank thinking. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Because it cuts across Governance and Growth portfolios, this project is described in greater 
detail in Growth – Research in action, page 36. 

Conflict, State Fragility and Social Cohesion 

Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security and Ethnicity (CRISE) 
2007–2012 

Lead institution: University of Oxford 

See Research in action, page 64. 

Crisis States Programme 
2005–2010 

Lead institution: London School of Economics (LSE) 

One billion people, including about 340 million of the world’s extremely poor, live in fragile 
states. Of the 34 countries furthest from reaching the MDGS, 22 are in the midst of, or are 
emerging from, conflict. This research programme is examining the relationship between 
development and security. It has concluded that while security is a necessary condition for 
development, it is not sufficient. In some countries, the price of avoiding conflict may be the 
maintenance of a political settlement that limits development opportunities for the majority 
of the population. In other words, broad-based development can threaten the stability of states. 
In countries already experiencing high levels of instability, the research has highlighted the 
importance of security sector reform,investment in production (particularly in agriculture) and 
taxation as key to building more robust and developmental states.The findings have been widely 
published and have influenced thinking within DFID, more broadly within the OECD DAC, 
and in case study countries, in particular Afghanistan and Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Social Exclusion and Inequality 

Young Lives 
2009–2016 

Lead institution: Department of International Development, University of Oxford 

See Research in action, page 63. 

Pathways to Women’s Empowerment 
2006–2011 

Lead institution: Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 

Women constitute a disproportionate number of the world’s poor.We know that when women 
are poor and unable to access economic, social and political resources, their children are also 
rendered more vulnerable.This international research programme links academics,policy makers 
and practitioners in Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt and Ghana to encourage radical shifts in policy 
and practice.The programme’s researchers have played a role in shaping the first state funded 
conditional cash transfer programme in Egypt in three significant ways: (i) the transfers are 
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given to women; (ii) the programme does not require a woman to prove that she is deserted, 
divorced or widowed to be a beneficiary, and (iii) the programme recognises the rights and 
entitlements of the working poor, particularly the work of women. 

Women’s Empowerment in Muslim Contexts (WEMC) 
2006–2011 

Lead institution: City University of Hong Kong 

Nearly a quarter of the world’s population is Muslim, and Islam is the majority religion in over 
50 countries. It is widely accepted that improving the position of women in society is central 
to achieving the MDGs.To support poverty reduction in Muslim countries, this programme 
undertakes research into how women in these countries work with formal and informal 
institutions.WEMC has been successful in training women’s organisations to carry out and 
use research to promote policy change.The government of Pakistan, for example, has drawn 
on the findings of this research to inform its strategy to protect women from violence. 

Religions and Development 
2005–2010 

Lead institution: University of Birmingham 

Nearly 70% of the world’s population is attached to one of the world’s four biggest religions, 
and the numbers are growing, particularly in the developing world. People’s beliefs and 
values exert a powerful influence in shaping development. They can play a role in mobilis
ing support for key development goals, such as education, and often provide a critical safety 
net for the poorest. At the same time, in some countries, violence and conflict has become 
structured around religion, pitching different groups with different religious affiliation against 
each other. In others, religious values are seen to run counter to the ‘global’, secular norms 
of the international development system. This research programme examines how faith 
and development interact, with a particular emphasis on Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. 
Countries covered by the research include India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Tanzania. 

United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) 
2008–2011 

Founded in 1963, UNRISD engages exclusively in research on social development, the only 
UN organisation to do so. UNRISD is part of the UN system but is not supported by it, and 
so seeks funding in the form of core contributions and grants for specific research topics and 
projects.DFID’s support strengthens policy research capacity on social development issues within 
the UN system, improves UNRISD dissemination,and assists in diversifying UNRISD research 
networks. Priority thematic areas currently being addressed by UNRISD research are the role 
of social policy in social development and poverty reduction;gender and development; markets, 
business and regulation; and the impact of civil society activism on the policy process. 

International Council on Human Rights Policy (ICHRP) 
2005–2008 

DFID supports this multilateral research body as a forum for applied research, reflection 
and forward thinking on international human rights policy. Current research areas include 
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climate change (focusing on technology transfer), corruption, plural legal orders, policies 
of social control, migration and human smuggling, terrorism, human rights and sexuality, 
and privacy. ICHRP uses its research to stimulate global level co-operation and exchange 
between nongovernmental, governmental and intergovernmental sectors, which can inform 
discussion of human rights policy, and influence policies and strategies that protect and 
promote human rights. ICHRP has recently undertaken research on the links between 
human rights and corruption, with the aim of advising organisations on how to effectively 
address corruption and its consequences. 

Crosscutting Disability Research Programme 
2009–2014 

Lead institution: Leonard Cheshire Disability and Inclusive Development Centre 

It is estimated that more than 500 million people are disabled as a consequence of mental, 
physical or sensory impairment.While accounting for approximately 4–7% of the population 
in developing countries, they make up roughly 20% of the poorest.These data are indicative. 
Despite their large number and the significance of disabled people as a group, evidence is 
very limited as to the extent and nature of the challenges they face, and how best to reduce 
poverty amongst disabled groups. DFID supports this new programme to provide evidence 
on how disability interacts with other factors influencing poverty, particularly through the 
mainstreaming of disability in research. Outputs will include new, cutting-edge policy, tech
nical and institutional knowledge produced by a group of researchers that includes disabled 
people. Capacity building in research on disability, in particular within disabled people’s 
organisations in developing countries, is a key priority. New knowledge about disability in 
developing countries will be communicated to a global audience. 

Southern African Federation of the Disabled Research Programme (SAFOD) 
2007–2012 

This project aims to strengthen the evidence base regarding disability in southern Africa. It 
supports SAFOD, a regional network of disabled people’s organisations (DPOs), to undertake 
research and use research findings to influence policy and practice, and improve outcomes for 
disabled people in the region. In 2008–2009, DPOs were trained in generic research skills 
and database management, and training continues in 2009–2010. By early 2009, five pilot 
studies had been completed. DFID aims to draw on this new programme as it develops, to 
inform and influence an inclusive education strategy. 

Poverty Alleviation, Social Protection and Migration 

Chronic Poverty Research Centre (CPRC) 
2005–2010 

Lead institutions: Institute for Development Policy and Management, and Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI) 

Between 320 and 443 million people worldwide are trapped in poverty, remaining poor for 
much or all of their lives. Most of their children will remain poor. CPRC has highlighted 
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the issue of chronic poverty, analysed the factors that keep people chronically poor, and 
identified some of the most effective strategies to reach them. Chronic poverty is the result 
of multidimensional deprivation. Key policy responses are social protection, public services 
for the hard to reach, antidiscrimination and gender empowerment, building individual and 
collective assets, strategic urbanisation, and migration.The chronically poor need more than 
just good policies; they need societies that will help them achieve their rights and voice 
their concerns. Ninety one working papers, more than 200 articles, research summaries 
and 26 policy briefs have been published.These have influenced the Indian 11th Five Year 
Plan, the Uganda National Development Plan and Bangladesh Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Plan statements. 

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)–DFID International 
Development (Poverty Alleviation) Research Scheme 

2005–2010 (phase 1), 2009–2014 (phase 2) 

This scheme provides funding for social science researchers to generate new knowledge that 
contributes to poverty reduction in developing countries and the achievement of the MDGs. 
In phase 1 the scheme supported 46 short and medium term projects.An independent review 
of the scheme viewed it as “internationally unique… in being a bottom-up, quality-driven 
research-funding scheme in the area of development… there are opportunities for it to act 
as the ‘R&D department’ for this wider effort” (Arnold and Jávorka, 2009, Review of the 
ESRC/DFID Joint Research Scheme).The review suggested that the scheme is a key source of 
funds for new thinking. For the 2009 call, three themes of particular interest were defined: 
security, conflict and development; economic crisis, poverty and growth: the implications 
for development theory and practice; and cities and development. 

Development Research Centre on Migration, Globalisation and Poverty 
2003–2010 

Lead institution: University of Sussex 

There is growing recognition that instead of reflecting the failure of development, migra
tion can also represent an important route out of poverty. This programme of research, 
capacity building, training and dialogue promotion has provided a strong evidential and 
conceptual base for new policy approaches to migration. More than 50 working papers, 30 
peer reviewed articles and 15 book chapters have been produced.The programme played 
a significant role in the development of the 2007 DFID policy paper on migration. The 
Centre’s researchers have been involved in preparations for the UN High Level Dialogue 
on migration, and have been working with policy makers in their own countries to set out 
responses to migration challenges. 
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Young Lives, University of Oxford: 2009–2016 

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
estimates that one billion children live in poverty 
worldwide.Tackling childhood poverty and its 
implications for education and social protection 
is also a priority for DFID.Yet there are many 
gaps in our knowledge on childhood poverty 
in developing countries. Existing information 
about childhood poverty is often segmented, 
and valuable data relating to child health and 
education are not brought together. Information 
on child well-being is rarely disaggregated, 
giving an incomplete picture of the differ
ences between the lives of different groups of 
children, for example between girls and boys, 
or between three-year-olds and ten-year-olds. 
We often have only a ‘snapshot’ of their lives, 
and changes in children’s situations over time 
are poorly understood. 

Young Lives is a unique, long-term interna
tional study of childhood poverty, led by the 
Department of International Development 
at the University of Oxford, which is track
ing the changing lives of 12,000 children 
in Ethiopia, India (in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh), Peru and Vietnam over a 15-year 

period.This timeframe, which started in 2001, 
was set by the UN to assess progress towards 
the MDGs. In each country, the study is 
following 2,000 children who were born 
in 2001–2002, and 1,000 children, born in 
1994–1995. Longitudinal research of this 
size, scope and complexity has never been 
undertaken in the developing world before. 

Young Lives is also unique in the way it inte
grates regular questionnaire based surveys of all 
the children and their carers every three years 
with more in-depth research using participatory 
methods with selected children,together with 
monitoring of relevant government policies, 
budgets and actual spending on services, such 
as health and education at community level. 

The first round of Young Lives data collection 
took place in 2002, the second round in 2006, 
with a third round in late 2009.These will be 
followed by further rounds in 2012 and 2015, 
interspersed with in-depth sub-studies with a 
sample of the children.The study’s value will 
be fully realised as this cross-country longitu
dinal dataset is built up. However, emerging 
preliminary findings have already cast light 
on some important dimensions of childhood 
poverty. Overall, the study has shown that 
although current unprecedented levels of 
growth in India and Vietnam, and sustained 
growth in Peru since the 1990s, have been 
lifting many children out of poverty, there 
were stark inequalities within countries, and 
in some cases these were increasing. 

There have already been many examples of this 
study’s impact on policy. In Vietnam, recom
mendations from the project were incorpo
rated into the country’s Social and Economic 
Development Plan (2006–2010). In Ethiopia, 
the research team developed recommenda
tions and indicators for the second Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Plan and are regularly 

is an important part of children’s learning and self-esteem. 
(Young Lives – Lucero Del Castillo Ames) 
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invited to the Parliamentary Committee for 
Social Affairs. The Government of Andhra 
Pradesh commissioned Young Lives to lead 
the consultation and drafting of its State Plan 
of Action for Children. 

The research so far has shown that education 
in all four countries is affected by inequalities 
related to rural–urban residence, class or caste, 
ethnicity, and socioeconomic status. Maternal 
education continues to be a strong factor that 
determines pre-school and school enrolment 
in all countries. In line with experience across 
the world, enrolment has improved; this is 
reflected in the national data, which show that 
enrolment rates for the 12-year-old cohort 
reached unprecedented levels of about 90% in 
all the study countries by 2006. Everywhere, 
educational enrolment remained strongly cor
related with wealth and income, suggesting it 
may be at risk when a downturn in economic 
fortunes occurs. 

Furthermore, and especially in Ethiopia and 
India, the evidence pointed to serious qual
ity gaps in education, as many 12-year-olds 
appear to be unable to master even the most 
basic literacy skills. In Ethiopia only 56.5% of 

older children could write without difficulty 
and only 60.7% could read without difficulty. 
In Andhra Pradesh, India, these figures were 
70.2% and 81.6%. This has implications for 
children’s future prospects and well-being, 
with the strong likelihood that those unable 
to read and write will be caught in the same 
poverty trap as their parents. 

In three of the four countries,social protection 
systems have been introduced or extended 
during the study period. These schemes 
include the productive safety net in Ethiopia, 
the employment guarantee and midday meal 
schemes in India, and the conditional cash 
transfer programme, , in Peru. Young 
Lives is in a good position to evaluate their 
impact.Analysis has already shown the benefits 
of such schemes for nutrition and cognitive 
development,especially following environmen
tal shocks such as drought.The research also 
shows that social protection measures involving 
adult employment can affect the division of 
children’s time between education and work. 
This finding demonstrates the importance of 
considering possible unintended consequences 

Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security and Ethnicity (CRISE): 2007–2012 

Fifty per cent of new UK bilateral funding 
will be allocated to fragile countries. Thus, 
understanding the factors that make states 
fragile, the issues that fuel conflict, and how 
to build capable, accountable and responsive 
states, is at the heart of DFID’s strategy. As 
highlighted in the 2009 White Paper, part 
of this approach to building peaceful states 
involves directly addressing the underlying 
causes of conflict and fragility, including for 
example, discrimination against marginalised 
groups.To do this, we need access to better 

Since the end of the Second World War con
flicts appear to have increasingly involved 
mobilisation along explicit lines of ethnic 
identity. So why do the majority of ethnic 
groups live together peacefully, yet others 
experience violent conflict? The Centre for 
Research on Inequality, Human Security 
and Ethnicity (CRISE) at the University 
of Oxford is studying multiethnic societies, 
and defines ‘ethnicity’ broadly to encompass 
all significant perceived cultural differences 
between groups of people. CRISE aims to 
investigate why some societies experience 

Research in action 
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political instability and violent conflict,whilst 
others do not. 

In particular, CRISE is focusing on how 
ethnic inequality in access to political and 
economic resources affects political stability, 
an issue on which there is a dearth of data, 
particularly at the international level. Since 
the 1990s some well known cross-country sta
tistical studies have concluded that inequality 
does not increase the risk of violent conflict. 
However, CRISE argues that these findings 
may be premature because the studies usually 
test the conflict potential of ‘vertical inequali
ties’ such as income inequalities between 
individuals, or simple inequality between 
rich and poor, while neglecting the group 
dimensions of inequality. 

CRISE researchers hypothesise that conflict 
is made more likely by the existence of high 
‘horizontal inequalities’ – inequalities in 
political, economic and social resources or 
cultural status among groups that perceive 
themselves as culturally differentiated. In 
testing this hypothesis, CRISE has used 
in-depth country comparisons in Southeast 
Asia,West Africa and Latin America, as well 
as broader analytical approaches including 
high quality, cross-country, econometric 
investigations. 

Overall, CRISE research suggests that con
flict is more likely to occur in areas where 
economic, social, political and cultural status 
horizontal inequalities occur simultaneously, 
and where some groups are deprived across 
every dimension. In these cases group leaders 
or elites who face political exclusion – and 
their potential followers or ethnic constitu
ents, who perceive themselves to experience 
unequal treatment with respect to assets, jobs 
and social services – are more likely to be 
inspired to mobilise along ethnic group lines 
and possibly engage in violence. 

This hypothesis is supported by in-depth case 
studies as well as econometric research. An 
econometric study of 55 countries found that 
political exclusion has a very strong impact 
on the relationship between socioeconomic 
horizontal inequalities (approximated by 
interregional asset inequalities and violent 

CRISE research found that the perception 
of inequality matters as much as ‘objective’ 
measures of inequality and the introduction 
of appropriate policies. This is important 
because leaders, the media, educational 
institutions and other agents can influence 
perceptions of inequality, even when the 
underlying reality remains the same. 

Figure 4: Schematic representation of conflict-inducing elements of horizontal 
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Horizontal inequalities have been neglected 
in international development policy, but 
CRISE research suggests that if lasting solu
tions to conflict are to be found, exclusion 
and inequality must be tackled. Purely military 
action to eliminate those responsible for 
violence may not only be morally ques
tionable, but may also not work, because 
as long as inequalities and grievances exist, 
new leaders will be able to mobilise support. 
Direct approaches include specifically target
ing unequal groups through job allocation 
quotas, educational access or assets. Indirect 
approaches involve general policies aimed at 
reducing group disparities over time, such as 
progressive taxation, antidiscrimination poli
cies, regional expenditure or decentralisation 
of power. Direct approaches are more effective 
in the short run, but can entrench identities 
and raise opposition among groups who do 
not benefit. If adopted, CRISE argues, they 

CRISE research has helped to bring group 
disparities, and ways of reducing them, into 
policy discussions on post-conflict state-
building. The UNDP’s Crisis Prevention 
and Recovery Report 2008, 
Economic Recovery – Enabling Local Ingenuity, 
paid significant attention to the importance 
of horizontal inequalities.The report empha
sised that post-conflict recovery activities 
“should actively evaluate the distributional 
impacts of programmes and policies – includ
ing impacts on horizontal inequalities – to 
ensure that tensions are not inadvertently 
aggravated”. The DFID White Paper 2006, 
Preventing Violent Conflict, emphasised the role 
of ethnic inequalities in making war more 
likely. Appropriate approaches to targeting 
horizontal inequalities were also discussed 
at length in GTZ’s 2006 Conflict Prevention 
and Peace Building Elements of PSD/SED 
Programmes. 

Key references: 
Langer, A. 2005. Horizontal inequalities and violent group mobilization in Côte d’Ivoire. Oxford 

Development Studies, 33(1): 25–46. 

Østby, G. 2008. Horizontal inequalities, political environment and civil conflict: evidence from 55 
developing countries. In: Stewart, F. (ed.) Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: Understanding 
Group Violence in Multiethnic Countries, London: Palgrave, p. 155. 
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Research Communication and 
Uptake 
Introduction 

Research that is undertaken but only discussed in academic circles has limited impact. 
DFID has therefore made a major commitment to ensuring that research evidence (includ
ing results from research not funded by DFID) is available, accessible and useable amongst 
decision makers, practitioners and policy makers throughout the developing world, as well 
as in the UK. 

DFID supports a broad range of programmes that aim to address this commitment.These 
include support to organisations that synthesise and communicate research to different audi
ences, that test the use of different media to communicate research, and that look at ways to 
engage researchers with the media and policy makers. For example, these include: 

yy SciDev.Net, a leading online resource for news and analysis about science and technol
ogy of relevance to the developing world. 

yy Mobilising Knowledge for Development (MK4D), a knowledge and information service 
that provides access to research evidence on development related topics, including the 
social sciences, health and agriculture, and a unique repository of published literature 
through the British Library of Development Studies. MK4D works closely with a network 
of developing country partners to build their capacity to develop similar knowledge 
and information services. 

yy The World Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ) helps journalists from developing 
countries to improve their abilities to accurately communicate research findings to the 
public through local media. 

yy Makutano Junction, a television soap opera in east Africa, which communicates impor
tant research findings to the general public in an easily accessible and visual format. It 
aims to increase awareness and change behaviour, as well as testing the combined role 
of television, mobile messaging and newsletters in disseminating research findings. 

yy The Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information, which improves the 
accessibility of information needed by researchers to conduct research and publish 
results, and the creation of robust systems for storing and communicating knowledge. 
It also supports developing countries to directly negotiate with publishers low cost or 
free access to more than 25,000 academic journals. 

DFID emphasises the importance of the systematic communication of research, by ensur
ing that DFID funded programmes allocate money and technical resources to this area. 
DFID is increasingly emphasising the synthesis of new and existing research evidence in a 
comprehensive and neutral way. DFID’s work on research uptake also aims to deepen our 
understanding of wider structural conditions that may facilitate or impede the communica
tion and uptake of research evidence. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Current research projects 

Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information 
2002–2013 

Lead institution: Information Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications 
(INASP) 

This is a multidonor initiative that works with partners to support the global commu
nication of research.The programme primarily focuses on facilitating access to inter
national journals, helping developing country authors to publish their work, enhancing 
the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) to access research, and 
supporting the development of modern digital libraries. 

The programme is also funded by the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA), the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), the 
Royal Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (RDMFA) and the Atlantic Philanthropies. 

SciDev.Net (The Science and Development Network) 
2001–2011 

Lead institution: SciDev.Net, UK


See Research in action, page 73.


Makutano Junction 
2006–2010 

Lead institution: Mediae Company, Kenya 

See Research in action, page 75. 

Mobilising Knowledge for Development (MK4D) 
2005–2014 

Lead institution: Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 

MK4D is a knowledge and information service for policy makers and analysts, research
ers, practitioners and others. It provides access to a wide range of development related 
research information, with the aim of facilitating more informed decision making and 
bridging the gap between research, policy and practice. The programme has a large 
capacity building component that will support southern institutions to develop and 
manage services similar to MK4D. 

MK4D is also funded by Irish Aid, NORAD (Norway), SDC (Switzerland) and SIDA 
(Sweden). 

GDNet 
2005–2014 

Lead institution: GDNet, Egypt 

GDNet is a multidonor funded initiative, which is part of the Global Development 
Network (GDN). GDNet aims to strengthen the capacity of researchers in developing 
countries to generate, share and apply knowledge for the purpose of development. It 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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has a remit to build regional partnerships and to increase the effectiveness of devel
opment research, especially that generated by southern research institutes, to inform 
policy debate. 

GDNet is also funded by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DGIS). 

Research Africa 
2005–2009 

Lead institution: Southern African Research and Innovation Management Association 
(SARIMA), South Africa 

Research Africa is a printed and online newsletter available to subscribers in Africa. 
The programme aims to facilitate improved policy and practice in science for develop
ment throughout Africa, through better provision of information resources likely to 
be of use to African science and technology policy makers, researchers and research 
managers.The newsletter has been particularly valuable in sharing research news and 
funding opportunities. 

RELAY: Communicating Research through the Media 
2005–2010 

Lead institution: Panos 

RELAY aims to promote informed and inclusive public debate on key issues raised by 
research on critical development themes. It does this by building capacity for accurate 
research reporting in radio and print journalism, and improving relationships and links 
between research communities and the media across southern Africa, eastern Africa 
and South Asia. 

Communication for Governance and Accountability Program 
(CommGAP) 
2006–2011 

Lead institution:World Bank 

CommGAP promotes the use of effective communication to support good governance 
and hence better development results. It aims to strengthen the coherence of donor 
policy on communication interventions, especially in weak and fragile states; to produce 
a body of research on communications in development and embed communications 
in policy processes; and to build communications capacity among programme planners 
and other stakeholders in governance reform. 

Supporting Science Journalism in the Developing World (SjCOOP) 
2006–2013 

Lead institution:World Federation of Science Journalists, Canada 

See Research in action, page 74. 
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Current research projects 

Communicating Research: Contributing to Sustainable Development 
(New Agriculturalist and AGFAX) 
2006–2011 

Lead institution:Wren Media, UK 

New Agriculturalist is an online information service that communicates research and 
policy findings on agriculture and livelihoods. It is complemented by a radio news service, 
AGFAX, which aims to stimulate improved reporting of research and development, and 
to encourage researchers to use the media as an effective communication channel. 

Practical Answers 
1976–2009 

Lead institution: Practical Action, UK 

Practical Answers, which comprises the Technical Enquiry Service and a number of 
resource centres, is a technical information service on appropriate technologies. It 
provides free advice to a range of southern users. 

Information Systems in Agriculture Science and Technology 
2005–2010 

Lead institution: Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

This programme advocates for coordinated and interlinked agricultural information 
management systems worldwide, through a number of initiatives.These include improv
ing developing countries’ access to three web-based science information initiatives in 
agriculture (Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture,AGORA), health (Health 
Access to Research, HINARI) and environment (Online Access to Research in the 
Environment, OARE). It has developed IT-based tools to facilitate interoperability 
between systems, and helped launch the international advocacy initiative for Coherence 
in Information for Agricultural Research for Development (CIARD). It has also helped 
to establish pilot national repositories of agricultural research information in Ghana 
and Kenya and built capacity to populate these. 

InfoDev 
2006–2010 

Lead institution:World Bank 

InfoDev is a multidonor partnership that aims to coordinate joint action amongst 
international development agencies and developing countries to better understand the 
impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) on development and 
poverty reduction. It aims to enable ICT access for all, mainstream ICTs as tools for 
development and poverty reduction, and promote innovation and entrepreneurship in 
this field with the private sector. 

InfoDev is also supported by the Ministry of Science and Technology, Brazil; the EC; 
BMZ, Germany; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland; Department of Science and 
Technology, India; Irish Aid, Ministry of Finance, Japan; Government of the Republic 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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of Korea; SIDA, Sweden; the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, Switzerland; and 
the World Bank. 

Africa Health Infoway (AHI) 
2006–2009 

Lead institution:World Health Organization (WHO) 

The Africa Health Infoway is an information system managed by the World Health 
Organization to collect and improve the reliability of sub-national health data and 
statistics in Africa. This aims to strengthen the capacity of African countries to use 
evidence for better informed decision making. 

Collaborating Institutions include the African Union, Digital Solidarity Fund, Health 
Metrics Network, International Telecommunication Union, and the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa. 

Policy and Research Programme on the Role of the Media and 
Communication in Development 
2007–2011 

Lead institution: BBC World Service Trust, UK 

This programme aims to ensure that policy makers recognise the importance of informa
tion and communication for effective development strategies, and to catalyse demand 
amongst development practitioners for better engagement with the media. It focuses 
on two major themes: the information and communication needs of people living 
in poverty, and the role of media in good governance. The latter theme concentrates 
especially on media and democracy in fragile states, and on media and development 
effectiveness or accountability. 

Research4Development (R4D) 
2006–2012 

Lead institution: CABI, UK 

See Research in action, page 76. 

Information and Communication Technology for Development (ICT4D) 
Programme 
2006–2011 

Lead institution: International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 

This global research programme is co-funded with IDRC. It aims to empower the poor in 
Africa and Asia to address their key development challenges through effective use of ICTs. 
It facilitates research by southern networks, including Acacia, Connectivity Africa and the 
Pan Asia Network to better understand key aspects of the ICT for development agenda 
and how opportunities to have a positive impact on poverty reduction can be maximised. 
Evidence is shared and debated with regulators, policy makers, civil society and the private 
sector to facilitate better decision making on policy issues relevant to ICT4D. 
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Changing Lives: Making Research Real 
2008–2010 

Lead institution: Inter Press Service News Agency (IPS), South Africa 

This project aims to raise the profile of research in the media in Africa and Asia. It does 
this by working with seasoned journalists to uncover the human interest stories within 
often complex research programmes funded by DFID and others. Stories are posted on 
the IPS wire service (a global site) and are utilised by commercial radio and print media 
throughout Africa and Asia to stimulate awareness and debate on development issues. 

UK Collaborative on Development Sciences (UKCDS) 
2007–2010 

DFID provides core support to the UKCDS, which brings together key government 
departments and UK research funders who support development sciences.The UKCDS 
aims to improve stakeholder collaboration in development sciences, to encourage the 
research policies and practices of UK funders to reflect good practice in development, and 
to support the UK to be a global leader in development sciences and their application. 

Collaborating institutions include BBSRC, DECC, DEFRA, the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS), the Department for Transport (DfT), the Department of 
Health, EPSRC, ESRC, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), MRC, NERC, 
the Scottish Government and the Wellcome Trust. 

The Development Studies Association (DSA) 
2006–2010 

DFID supports the DSA, which is the largest and most coherent platform for the devel
opment studies community in the UK and Europe. The DSA provides opportunities 
for the producers and users of development studies research to meet, exchange views 
and experiences, disseminate research results, and bring findings into action through 
conferences, policy fora, workshops and networks. 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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SciDev.Net: 2001–2011 

SciDev.Net (the Science and Development 
Network) is an online information resource that 
reports and analyses the latest developments in 
science and technology that affect the developing 
world. It works to increase the use of science and 
technology information by decision makers in 
developing countries, and also to raise awareness 
of how science, technology and innovation can 
contribute to sustainable development. 

SciDev.Net was established in 2001 with the sup
port of the scientific journals 
as well as the endorsement of the Academy of 
Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS). 
DFID has co-funded SciDev.Net since its incep
tion. Other donors include DGIS, IDRC, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, SDC and SIDA. 

The free access website (www.scidev.net) that 
forms the core of SciDev.Net’s activities now 
contains more than 16,000 news, feature and 
opinion articles as well as reviews and other 
material relating to the role of science and 
technology in developing countries. It features 
six regional gateways (China,Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Middle East and North Africa, 
South Asia, South East Asia and sub-Saharan 
Africa) and six topic gateways (Agriculture and 
Environment, Climate Change and Energy, 
Health, New Technologies, Science 
Innovation Policy,and Science Communication). 
Content is available and searchable in Chinese, 
English, French and Spanish. 

The site now boasts over 48,000 registered users, 
of whom 72% are from the South. In 2009, the 
website received 1.57 million visits and more 
than 3.17 million page views, 49% of which 
were from developing countries. Much of the 
content reported on the website is produced by 

southern based contributors including leading 
academics, thinkers, journalists and policy makers 
who ensure that content is relevant to developing 
countries. Currently 94% of content is written 
exclusively for SciDev.Net, but the site also 
provides access to material from 
and other journals not available free elsewhere. 

An external review in 2006 found that the 
website is highly valued by those who use it, 
particularly for news, features and opinion arti
cles, and that SciDev.Net has built a reputation 
for quality and reliability, and for writing clearly 
about science in a way that is both accessible 
and authoritative.An independent user survey 
in 2009 corroborated these findings, with 94% 
of the 1,361 responses rating the site as excel

SciDev.Net also works to build developing 
countries’capacity for communicating science 
and technology through regional networks, 
practical guidance and specialist workshops. 
There is a strong interest from many policy 
makers and researchers in promoting greater 
public participation in science, technology 
and innovation policy debates. SciDev.Net 
supports this interest directly by organising 
science communication workshops for current 
and future policy makers and journalists, in 
partnership with developing countries.In 2008, 
this included collaboration with the British 
Council in China and the UK Parliamentary 
Office of Science and Technology (POST) 
in Uganda. SciDev.Net also provides science 
journalist internships to support and nurture 
a future generation of journalists, and ensure 
that the reporting of science and technology 
remains relevant now and in the future. 

www.scidev.net 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=60603 
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Mentoring a new generation of science journalists 

World (SjCOOP): 2006–2013 

High quality, skilled science ournalists are in 
short supply across the developing world.To 
help build capacity to accurately report science, 
DFID has co-funded theWorld Federation of 
Science Journalists WFSJ to provide in situ 
distance training and mentoring by established 
science journalists in Europe, North America, 
Africa and in the Arab region. It also aims to 
facilitate sustained relationships among jour
nalists and scientists,and between networks of 
professional science journalists in 21 countries 
in Africa and the Middle East. 

The SjCOOP project has improved the quality 
and quantity of reporting dedicated to health, 
environment and scientific issues, in several 
media across Africa and the Middle East. As 
a result of the project, the first ever online 
course in science journalism was created 
and is now available on the WFSJ website in 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Portuguese 

Seven new national and regional associations 
of science journalists have been established in 
the Arab world, Cameroon, Ghana, Rwanda, 
South Africa, Sudan and Uganda with more 
in the making. More than 600 African and 
Arab science journalists and editors are now 
a part of international networks through 
national and regional associations and mem
bership of the WFSJ. International twinning 
arrangements have been created between 
newly established science associations and well 
established groups in the developed world for 
ongoing mentoring. For example, the African 
Federation of Science Journalists is twinned 
with Germany, the Arab Science Journalists 
Association with the US, Uganda with the 

Research in action 

UK. Ongoing relationships have also been 
established with relevant academies of science 
in Africa and the Middle East. 

At the individual level, journalists supported 
by the SjCOOP project have created a new 
pan-African science magazine ScienceAfrica)
created five new TV science programmes, six 
new radio science programmes, and seven 
new science beats in newspapers, magazines 
and news agencies. Fifteen of the thirty two 
graduates have been promoted by their editors 
because of their new skills, and eighteen now 
freelance internationally,writing for publica
tions that include La Recherche and 
SciDev.Net.Their professionalism has been 
recognised by 44 prizes, and 22 graduates 
have been awarded international scholar-
ships.These include three SjCOOP graduates 
who earned the prestigious Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Knight Science 
Journalism Fellowship in 2007, 2008 and 
2009. A SjCOOP graduate also won the 
2008 prize for best science article from the 
Senegalese Science Academy; another won 
the 2008 Dan Moussa Prize for the reporting 
that contributed most to peace in the West 
African region. 

An unanticipated outcome of the project was 
the creation of the first transborder teams 
of African editors and journalists working 
together to publish science stories of relevance 
to more than one country. In 2009, the Arab 
Science Journalists Association, initiated by 
SjCOOP, beat off stiff international compe
tition to host the prestigious Seventh World 
Conference of Science Journalists in Cairo in 
2011, the first time it will be held in Africa. 

www.wfsj.org 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=60314 
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Makutano Junction – a fictional television soap drama for Africa: 2006–2010 
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The Mediae Company has been explor
ing the role of television in disseminating 
research messages in an entertaining manner. 
Set in a fictional Kenyan village, Makutano 
Junction is a television series that follows the 
lives and loves of a colourful cast of characters. 
The pro ect aims to build capacity in east 
Africa for producing sustainable, low cost, 
quality television series to discuss issues of 
relevance in the region; to study the effects 
of television in improving knowledge, atti
tudes and practices amongst the audiences; 
and to establish an information portal for 
viewers (through mail [comic strips], mobile 
phone [SMS] and the internet) that provides 
further technical information and support 
about development messages contained in 
each episode. Content and key messages are 
developed in a collaborative process involv
ing producers, scriptwriters, scientists and 
NGOs, to ensure scientific accuracy and 
developmental relevance, as well as interesting 
storylines. Many episodes draw on results of 
DFID funded research. 

Makutano Junction reaches an average of 
seven million regular viewers in Kenya 
(2010), where it is the second most popular 
television drama series. In Uganda, it is the 
most popular television drama, reaching an 
estimated three million viewers.The soap also 
airs in Tanzania (where it reaches approxi
mately two million viewers) and throughout 
English speaking Africa on DSTV. It is about 
to be launched in Zambia and Ghana. It has 
been a winner of the Kenya Film Awards, 
Best Directed TV Series and in 2009, was 
shortlisted for the Special Award for the 
global One World Media Awards. 

Independent audience research has been 
ongoing over the last three years. It has shown 
that such a medium is highly effective at com
municating useful and relevant information 

Research in action 

to rural and peri-urban audiences, as well 
as being effective at changing attitudes and 
practice. For example, programmes are sup
ported by an SMS facility, where viewers 
are invited to text in if they need more 
information on a given topic. Mediae have 
received 30,000 texts in the course of the 
last year alone. In May 2008 an episode of 
Makutano Junction focused on simple seed 
soaking techniques that accelerate seed ger
mination and improve crop yields – research 
originally funded by the DFID Plant Sciences 
Programme.Viewers who sent text messages 
after the show received an illustrated leaflet 
explaining the technique and principles of 
seed soaking in more detail. 

Newly released Google maps enabled all the 
request locations to be plotted and revealed 
that the leaflets had been distributed in all 
Kenyan provinces, and all the key agricultural 
areas. Follow up calls in August 2008 to 
randomly selected leaflet recipients revealed 
that 57% had already tried seed soaking 
for themselves using the information they 
had seen on television and received in the 
leaflet. Of these, 95% said they had learned 
something new. Of the 43% who had not 

www.research4development.info
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yet tried seed soaking, 20% said they were 
still preparing to do so, 26% said they were 
waiting for the rains before planting, 40% 
said they lived in town and were planning 
to share the information with rural relatives, 
and only 14% said they were too busy. An 
impressive 94% of the leaflet recipients said 
they had shared the information with up to 
five other people. 

Makutano Junction is also now attempting 
to engage youth audiences in development 
issues. It is currently being used by a number 
of schools in the UK where innovative 

A portal to DFID funded research 
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teaching materials are being devised around 
the soap drama. Teachers and students can 
learn more about the everyday lives of east 
Africans, view extracts from the soap opera, 
find out about the characters, and download 
various pro ect activities and resources.The 
activities are intended to help engage young 
people with global issues; discover similarities, 
challenge stereotypes and raise awareness. 
Sixty four subject specific clips are now 
showing on YouTube, with links to relevant, 
DFID funded research consortia, as well as 
other useful websites. 

www.makutano.org/ 
www.makutanojunction.org.uk/ 
www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?ProjectID=60313 

Over the past decade, DFID has invested 
around £700m in international development 
research. The Research for Development 
Portal (R4D) was launched in 2006 in 
response to the demand expressed by many 
DFID stakeholders for more information on 
the research pro ects and programmes that 
DFID funds.The interactive portal includes 
a free, open access, searchable database of 
current and previous DFID research. It aims 
to support the development of a more trans
parent relationship between DFID research 
teams, key stakeholders and the general 
public. 

R4D is now a very substantial repository 
of DFID funded research, with a data
base that contains around 5,000 projects, 
23,000 research outputs and 14,000 PDFs 
on topic areas including growth, climate 

change, governance in challenging envi
ronments, agriculture, human development 
which incorporates health and education

and research communication. In addition 
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to the database, the website also provides 
the contact details of over 4,000 research 
organisations with which DFID research 
teams have worked. 

R4D is currently reaching a large audience, 
with over 50,000 visits per month in 2009. 
The site is widely viewed as a useful infor
mation service for keeping up to date with 
DFID research and wider emerging trends 
in the field of international development 
related to the global research agenda. R4D 
actively uses social networking tools to keep 
users alerted to the latest news. There are 
30 themed email alerts or RSS feeds on 
specialist subjects such as agriculture and 
water for 45 countries, further empowering 
stakeholders to develop a more evidence 
based approach to poverty reduction in the 

developing world. Users can also create their 
own tailored alerts and feeds. 

In 2009, an independent review of the site 
revealed that 90% of survey respondents rated 
the R4D service as useful, with 54% reporting 
that they felt it was very or extremely useful. 
The review highlighted the opportunity for 
further audience expansion, as 90% of the 
respondents stated that they would recom
mend R4D to their colleagues. Particularly 
positive feedback was received from users 
in developing countries. R4D continues 
to evolve and the vision for the future is to 
move on from the current format, which 
serves largely as a repository for research 
documents, to an outward looking, dynamic 
service for its audiences. 

www.research4development.info 
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DFID Chief Advisers and Senior 
Research Fellows 
Introduction 

In 2009 DFID Research recruited 14 Senior Research Fellows (SRFs) who are seconded on 
a part time basis from their academic institutions.This is an innovative programme to increase 
the intellectual and evidence base underpinning DFID’s work.The SRFs work with chief 
advisers, research and policy teams to bring an external perspective to DFID’s research agenda, 
helping it commission research that fits into a wider academic landscape.These academics 
exercise a challenge function to ensure DFID’s research is robust and high quality, and they 
provide a window onto the research done by others.They also provide policy makers with 
up to date evidence and information on current debates, so helping DFID remain an intel
ligent user of, and interlocutor on cutting-edge science. Chief advisers provide independent 
scientific advice to government departments. 

Chief Advisers 
Professor Christopher Whitty: Chief Scientific Advisor and Director of the 
Research and Evidence Division, DFID 
Christopher Whitty is also Professor of International Health at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Prior to joining DFID he was Director of the Malaria 
Centre, the international ACT Consortium (a global research partnership formed to answer 
key questions on malaria drug delivery in Africa and Asia), and chair of the cross-government 
National Expert Panel on New and Emerging Infections. 

Professor Whitty trained in medicine and his research has included basic science, epidemi
ology, trials, economics and social sciences. He has worked as a doctor or collaborated in 
research in many of DFID’s target countries, including Afghanistan, Ghana, Malawi,Tanzania, 
Uganda and Yemen. 

Professor L. Alan Winters: Chief Economist, DFID 
Alan Winters is also Professor of Economics at the University of Sussex.Among his previous 
appointments were Director of the Development Research Group of the World Bank and 
editor of the World Bank Economic Review. He is a research fellow and former programme 
director of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR, London), and fellow of the 
Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA, Bonn). Alan Winters is one of the world’s leading 
specialists on the empirical and policy analysis of international trade. He has published over 
200 articles and 30 books in areas such as trade and poverty, international labour mobility, 
regional trading arrangements, non-tariff barriers, European integration, transition economies’ 
trade, agricultural protection, and the world trading system. He has also published on small 
economies, global warming, pricing behaviour and econometrics. 
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Chief Advisers 

Professor Tim Wheeler: Deputy Chief Scientific Adviser, DFID 
Tim Wheeler is also Professor of Crop Science at the University of Reading where he heads 
the Crops and Climate Group of the Walker Institute, the Crops Research Group of the 
School of Agriculture, Policy and Development, and is Director of the Plant Environment 
Laboratory. Professor Wheeler’s research has been cited in all the major climate change 
assessments of the last decade: the Second,Third and Fourth Assessments of the IPCC, the 
Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change, and the World Bank Development 
Report, 2008. In 2005, he gave the Royal Society Public Lecture in London on Growing 
crops in a changing climate. He has been part of Europe-wide projects concerned with the 
effects of climate change on agriculture in temperate and tropical regions. 

Senior Research Fellows 
Dr Paul Bennell 
Paul Bennell is a Senior Partner with Knowledge and Skills for Development. He was 
previously a fellow at IDS, Sussex University, a senior research officer at the Education 
Policy Unit, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, and lecturer at 
the Department of Economics, University of Zimbabwe. 

Professor Nauro F. Campos 
Nauro Campos is a Professor of Economics and Finance at Brunel University (London), 
Research Professor at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH, Zürich), a Research 
Affiliate at CEPR (London), and a Research Fellow at IZA (Bonn) and the William 
Davidson Institute (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor). 

Dr Declan Conway 
Declan Conway is Senior Lecturer in Natural Resources in the School of International 
Development at the University of East Anglia. His research concentrates on the inter
actions between climate and society with extensive research experience in developing 
countries. 

Professor Margaret Gill 
Margaret Gill is a Professor in the School of Geoscience at the University of Aberdeen. 
She is also Chief Scientific Adviser to the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural 
Affairs Department. Previous positions include Chief Executive and Director of Research, 
Macaulay Institute, and Chief Executive, Natural Resources International Ltd. She is 
a member of the Strategy Advisory Committee of the Rural Economy and Land Use 
research programme of the UK Research Councils, a member of the Standing Panel 
on Mobilising Science of the CGIAR Science Council, and a member of the Research 
Assessment Exercise Panel on Agriculture,Veterinary and Food Sciences. 
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Professor Wendy J. Graham 
Wendy J. Graham is Professor of Obstetric Epidemiology at the University of Aberdeen. 
Trained at the Universities of Sheffield and Oxford, her research career has focused on 
interventions to reduce deaths during pregnancy and childbirth in the developing world. 

Dr David J. Grimshaw 
David Grimshaw is Head of the International Programme (New Technologies) with Practical 
Action. He was previously on the faculty at Cranfield School of Management, the University 
of Leeds and Warwick Business School, University of Warwick. 

Professor Christopher Heady 
Christopher Heady is Professor of Economics at the University of Kent. His areas of expertise 
cover the microeconomics of public policy in relation to taxation, growth and other aspects 
of social well-being (such as poverty and environmental quality). 

Professor Naila Kabeer 
Naila Kabeer is a social economist at the Institute for Development Studies, Sussex University, 
specialising in gender, poverty and social policy issues. Her main areas of research have 
been in South and Southeast Asia. 

Dr Julie Litchfield 
Julie Litchfield is a Senior Lecturer in Economics at the University of Sussex. Specialising 
in development economics, Dr Litchfield’s main research themes are poverty, inequality and 
income distribution. 

Professor Martin Parry, OBE 
Martin Parry is Professor of Environmental Science at the University of East Anglia 
(UEA). A specialist on the effects of climate change, Martin Parry has directed the 
Jackson Environment Initiative since 1996, first at University College London and now at 
UEA. Professor Parry is also Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 
Task Group on Scenarios for Climate Impact Assessment, and member of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee of the United Nations Environment Programme’s Climate Impacts 
and Responses Programme. 

Professor Ian H. Rowlands 
Ian H. Rowlands is a Professor in the Department of Environment and Resource Studies 
at the University of Waterloo (Canada). His research interests are to do with climate change 
mitigation, energy management strategies and the international political economy of the 
environment. 
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Senior Research Fellows 

Professor Ronald Skeldon 
Ronald Skeldon is a Professorial Fellow in the Department of Geography at the University 
of Sussex. Previous appointments were as research fellow at the New Guinea Research Unit 
of the Australian National University, and the Papua New Guinea Institute for Applied Social 
and Economic Research. 

Dr Emma Tompkins 
Emma Tompkins is Senior Lecturer in Climate Change Impacts,Adaptation and Vulnerability 
at the University of Leeds. Specialising in climate change adaptation, she has carried out 
research into the barriers and limits to institutional adaptation, public–private partnerships 
for adaptation, and drivers of individual adaptation. 

Professor Alan Whiteside 
Alan Whiteside is a Professor at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and a Visiting Professor at 
the School of Tropical Medicine, University of Liverpool in the UK. He is an elected mem
ber of the Governing Council of the International AIDS Society and was a commissioner 
of the UN Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa. He is also a member of 
the Governing Council of Waterford Kamhlaba United World College (UWC) of South 
Africa and a donor to the College. 
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How DFID research is funded 14% 
Product Development Partnerships (an 
innovative public-private sector funding 

10% model to address the need for new or 

Joint funding of research improved technologies [such as new drugs, 

with other donors vaccines and diagnositics] to combat 
diseases in developing countries) 

16% 
Direct funding for specific 


research, programmes and 
 14% 
Collaboration with research 
councils (joint programmes or 
core funding) 

projects 

18% 
Direct funding to research 


programme consortia (centres of 

28%expertise on a particular theme 

made up of academic, commercial Core funding to international 

and civil society organisations, and regional research organisations 

including [or exclusively] institutions 

in developing countries)


Allocation of the research programme budget by theme (2009–2011) 

5% 1% 
Short-term policy research (an internal fund Future challenges and opportunities (research into fast 

for DFID policy teams to commission short-term emerging issues and future ‘unknowns’, including how 
research on policy questions) to make sure developing countries can make the most of 

5% new and emerging technology) 

Growth 

8% 
Research uptake and communication 

32%(all research projects have additional 
research uptake funding) Human development 

10% 
Governance, conflict and 


social development


12% 
Climate and environment 

27% 
Agriculture 
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DFID’s research partnerships include regional bodies, national governments, universities, 
research institutions, civil society organisations, UK government departments, knowledge 
intermediaries, the media and the private sector. 

DFID also works in partnership with international organisations (multilateral agencies) to 
fund and disseminate research in developing countries, including: 

yy African Insect Science for Food and Health 
yy CABI Development Fund 
yy Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
yy Crops for the Future 
yy Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative 
yy Food and Agriculture Organization 
yy Global Alliance for Tuberculosis Drug Development 
yy Global Alliance in Livestock Veterinary Medicines 
yy Global Plant Clinic 
yy International AIDS Vaccine Initiative 
yy International Centre for development oriented Research in Agriculture 
yy International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh 
yy International Council on Human Rights Policy 
yy International Foundation for Science 
yy International Partnership for Microbicides 
yy Medicines for Malaria Venture 
yy The Global Forum on Agricultural Research 
yy The World Vegetable Center 
yy United Nations Research Institute for Social Development 
yy United Nations University – World Institute for Development Economic Research 
yy World Bank 
yy World Health Organization 

In addition, DFID has partnerships with the UK Collaborative for Development Sciences, 
research councils and international organisations including: 

yy Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council 
yy Economic and Social Research Council 
yy Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
yy European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 
yy Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
yy International Development Research Centre 
yy Medical Research Council 
yy Natural Environment Research Council 
yy Wellcome Trust 

For further project information and references please go to www.research4development.info 
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Details of more than 5,000 DFID-funded research programmes 

and their results, can be found on DFID’s research portal  

www.research4development.info 
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chances to get an education. 

Building our Common Future

safe and sustainable world for all. 

elements of global poverty by 2015. 

What is UKaid? 

Fax: +44 (0)20 7023 0016 

DFID, the Department for International Development:  
leading the UK government’s fight against world poverty. 

What is international development? 
International development is about helping people fight poverty. Thanks to the efforts of governments and 
people around the world, there are 500 million fewer people living in poverty today than there were 25 
years ago. But there is still much more to do. 

1.4 billion people still live on less than $1.25 a day. More needs to happen to increase incomes, settle 
conflicts, increase opportunities for trade, tackle climate change, improve people’s health and their 

Why is the UK government involved? 
Each year the UK government helps three million people to lift themselves out of poverty. Ridding the 
world of poverty is not just morally right, it will make the world a better place for everyone. Problems 
faced by poor countries affect all of us, including the UK. Britain’s fastest growing export markets are in 
poor countries. Weak government and social exclusion can cause conflict, threatening peace and security 
around the world. All countries of the world face dangerous climate change together. 

The 2009 White Paper, , set out the UK government’s approach to tackling 
global poverty in the context of the challenges posed by the world recession, climate change and countries 
affected by conflict or bad governance. The White Paper also renewed the government’s commitment to 
increase UK aid to 0.7% of national income from 2013. 

What is the Department for International Development? 
The Department for International Development (DFID), leads the UK government’s fight against world 
poverty. 

Since its creation in 1997, DFID has helped more than 250 million people lift themselves from poverty and 
helped 40 million more children to go to primary school. But there is still much to do to help make a fair, 

Through its network of offices throughout the world, DFID works with governments of developing 
countries, charities, non-government organisations, businesses and international organisations, like the 
United Nations, European Commission and the World Bank, to eliminate global poverty and its causes. 
DFID also responds to overseas emergencies. 

DFID’s work forms part of a global promise, the eight UN ‘Millennium Development Goals’, for tackling 

UKaid is the logo DFID uses to demonstrate how the UK government’s development work is improving the 
lives of the world’s poorest people. 

Department for International Development 
1 Palace Street, London, SW1E 5HE, UK 
Abercrombie House, Eaglesham Road, East Kilbride, Glasgow, G75 8EA, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7023 0000 

Website: www.dfid.gov.uk 
Email: enquiry@dfid.gov.uk 
Public enquiry point: 0845 3004100 or +44 1355 84 3132 (if you are calling from abroad) 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk
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