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Statement from WRI
Dr. Charles A.Biney

Director

Mr. Chairman, Hon. Minister of Food and Agriculture, Distinguished Invited Guests, Colleague 
Scientists, Ladies and Gentlemen. It is with great pleasure that I make this statement at the opening 
ceremony of the Workshop on the Biodiversity, Management and Utilization of West African Fishes 
scheduled from 2 to 4 July 2002 in Accra.

On behalf of the Acting Director General, it is my honour to welcome you all to the Council for 
Scientifi c and Industrial Research (CSIR) of Ghana and in particular to its Water Research Institute 
(WRI). Mr. Chairman, Hon. Minister, permit me to say a few words about the host Institute to our 
guests.  The CSIR-Water Research Institute (WRI) is one of 13 Research Institutions of the CSIR.  It 
was formed in 1996 by the merging of the erstwhile Institute of Aquatic Biology (IAB) and the Water 
Resources Research Institute (WRRI), both of the CSIR.  The CSIR-WRI has the mandate to undertake 
research into all aspects of water resources of Ghana in order to provide scientifi c and technical 
information and services needed for sustainable development, utilization and management of the 
resources in support of socio-economic development of the country.

The six long-term key objectives of the Institute are to:

i. Generate information and provide services and appropriate technologies for sustainable 
development, utilization and management of surface water resources of Ghana;

ii. Generate, process and disseminate information on the amount of potable water that can be 
abstracted from groundwater and the reliability of its recharge;

iii. Generate, process and disseminate water and wastewater quality information to end-users;
iv. Enhance public health status through sound environmental management and water pollution 

control strategies;
v. Increase fi sh production through aquaculture development and sustainable management 

strategies in inland and coastal waters of Ghana; and
vi. Promote commercialization efforts and strengthen capacity through the provision of water 

resources information documentation and technical support services.

These objectives are achieved through six Technical Divisions of WRI, namely: Surface Water; 
Groundwater; Environmental Chemistry; Environmental Biology and Health, Fishery and 
Commercialisation cum Information Division.

Mr. Chairman, coming just after the celebration of our 5th Anniversary as a merged Institute of the 
CSIR, we in the Water Research Institute are proud to host this workshop attended by scientists from 
Africa, Asia and Europe.

I would like to use this opportunity to thank our collaborators, the WorldFish, the University of 
Hamburg and our donor GTZ (German Technical Cooperation) for the successful collaborative 
research. I would also like to thank the organizers for all the toil to get this workshop to a successful 
start. Mr. Chairman, Hon. Minister, once again, I welcome all of you to the CSIR-WRI and the  
workshop.

Thank you.
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Statements from the University of Hamburg - ZIM 
(Zoologisches Institut und Museum)

Thomas M. Falk
Senior Scientist

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

On behalf of our institute it is my pleasure to welcome you all to our fi nal project workshop here in 
Accra. During the next few days we are going to discuss some common interests in the biodiversity, 
management and utilization of West African fi shes and we shall also try to identify future research 
and training priorities for this area. In fact, looking back, this is what we have been doing for some 
years and what we can call a continuation of a quite successful and also long-term collaboration.

Our partnership with WRI and the WorldFish Center on tilapia genetic resources research started in 
1986 with a project called “Utilisation of Tilapia Genetic Resources for Aquaculture”. Through the 
1990s until today these partnerships in research and training have received constant support from 
the Bundesministerium für Wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung (BMZ), Abteilung 
Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) of the Federal Republic of Germany. The 
University of Hamburg greatly values these partnerships and is particularly grateful to BMZ/GTZ, 
Germany, for their generous and constant support. 

After a successful fi nalization of the fi rst project in 1989, four additional project periods, including 
two international project workshops, followed and now we are presently fi nalizing our research 
activities on the black-chinned tilapia complex. But apart from this, a variety of other research 
activities have been continued, covering other tilapia species, and including, for example, some 
African and South American characids. With regard to tilapias, our more recent studies have been 
focused on the black-chinned tilapia complex (Sarotherodon melanotheron/Sarotherodon nigripinnis 
spp.), on Tilapia guineensis, another major important lagoon tilapia in West Africa, the Nile tilapia 
(Oreochromis niloticus), and the Mango-tilapia (Sarotherodon galilaeus). We shall have a look at 
the results of these studies and their implications for fi sheries, aquaculture and biodiversity 
conservation.

Besides genetic research activities, the project also initiated pilot studies on culture characteristics 
of tilapias, with the involvement of local communities to make them  aware of the importance of 
small-scale culture of tilapias. And now the project is linked to an additional project, funded by 
the World Bank, that has recently been initiated by WRI and an NGO to focus on aquacultural 
approaches in Ghanaian lagoons. From this point of view I am very happy with the general 
intensions of our studies and activities. 

Ladies and gentlemen, again, greetings from our University and thanks for coming. 

Wolfgang Villwock
Project Leader at Hamburg

Honorable representatives of the Ghanaian Government, distinguished Director of the Water 
Research Institute, long-time Ghanaian partners, dear participants of the workshop, ladies and 
gentlemen.

Although medical advice recommended against my participating in this workshop, I hereby will 
take the opportunity to give my words of welcome and thanks to everybody joining this conference. 
They are especially directed to those who have been working with our institute for years. I wish to 
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thank at this moment not only the Head of the Fisheries Department of WRI, Dr. Eddie Abban, but 
also the International Center for Living Aquatic Resources Management (ICLARM-The World Fish 
Center), represented here by Dr. Patrick Dugan. It is also a great pleasure for me to take the occasion 
to offer my sincere thanks to our long-term partner and personal friend of mine, Dr. Roger Pullin, 
a former program leader of the WorldFish Center, and WorldFish research associate, Christine 
Casal. In this context, I must not forget to remark upon our German mentors in the Division of 
International Agricultural Research of the GTZ, Dr. Martin Bilio and Dr. Stephan Krall. All of them 
cooperated at their best in guiding our common project to extend our knowledge on the biodiversity 
and management of African fi sh.

While thinking about the general targets and activities of the last 10 years or even more of 
cooperation with the team of Dr. Abban, I fi nally would like to thank Prof. Lothar Renwrantz and 
Dr. Thomas Falk (University of Hamburg).

To all of you and all other participants I wish a very successful meeting. Welcome again, and best 
regards to all of you.

Statement from the WorldFish Center
Patrick Dugan

Mr. Chairman, Honorable Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure to be able to say a few words of welcome on behalf of the WorldFish 
Center.  It is always a pleasure to be back in Ghana, but especially so to be here with a group of 
friends and colleagues dedicated to a common cause – the conservation and sustainable use of West 
African fi sh.

This meeting comes at an important time.  Over the past six years the Water Research Institute, the 
University of Hamburg, and the WorldFish Center, with the support of BMZ and GTZ, have carried 
out an important program of research on the biodiversity and potential use of tilapias in West Africa.  
This week now gives us an important opportunity to review our achievements, assess progress, and 
look forward to what needs to be done in coming years.

For this reason the WorldFish Center attaches great importance to this workshop.  Over the past 
18 months the WorldFish Center has been undertaking a review and redesigning our program in 
Africa.  This has re-emphasized the importance of working to sustain the region’s capture fi sheries, 
while developing the large potential for aquaculture.  To help underpin these two objectives we 
need to improve our understanding of the fi sh biodiversity of the region and the requirements for 
its management and use.

It is in this wider regional context that this week’s meeting is of special signifi cance.  By bringing 
together your expertise, reviewing progress in the collaborative work of WRI, UH, and WorldFish 
Center, we hope to be able to identify future priorities for research, training and management.  We, 
therefore, look forward to the discussions over the next few days and to building upon the outcomes 
to improve management of fi sh in West Africa for the benefi t of the people of the region.

Thank you. 
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Statement from GTZ
Dr. Uwe Lohmeyer

Participants of the workshop, I regret that I cannot personally attend the workshop, but I do not want to 
miss the opportunity to send you my regards as well as best wishes for the success of the international 
workshop on “Biodiversity, Management and Utilization of West African Fishes”.

This workshop is being convened to mark the end of a collaborative research project of the Water 
Research Institute, the University of Hamburg, the WorldFish Center and GTZ. GTZ highly appreciates 
the efforts made by this project for the conservation and sustainable use in capture and culture fi sheries 
of brackish water tilapia which is widely exploited in the coastal zone of West Africa. The project, 
therefore, made an important contribution to secure fi sh supply and livelihood opportunities for 
fi shers and farmers in this region. Furthermore, results and experiences of this project can be used in 
other regions as well as for other exploited or exploitable fi shes. 

The achievements of this project are of special signifi cance for the conservation of genetic resources 
which are a key factor in long-term and sustainable food security and are presently under serious threat. 
Since conservation of aquatic resources has now become a global concern and aquatic biodiversity is 
beginning to attract the attention of policy makers, I am very optimistic that the results of this research 
project can provide valuable information for future programs geared at the conservation of genetic 
resources.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to give this statement.

Statement from the Directorate of Fisheries, Ghana
Dr. Emilia Anang

Agriculture Director

Mr. Chairman, Hon. Minister of State, invited guests, fellow fi sh workers, ladies and gentlemen, I bring 
greetings and support from the Directorate of Fisheries of Ghana to this workshop.

The Directorate, which I am representing for the next few moments, is the mother fi sh institution in 
this country.  As such, WRI, administratively, constitutes a technical arm of the Directorate.  Mr. 
Chairman, I am pleased to proclaim that the theoretical administrative relationship between the 
Directorate and WRI has always been a practical reality.  The two institutions have been collaborators 
and partners in several fi sheries development activities including training and extension of technologies 
to fi sh farmers.

For example, the Directorate has been the main organization to extend the results of a phase of research 
related to Integrated Aquaculture-Agriculture, undertaken in this country by WRI. The same partners 
are involved in today’s workshop.  So I may as well inform the WorldFish Center, the University of 
Hamburg and GTZ that the Fisheries Directorate is, therefore, a partner in these activities, though we 
have not met directly yet. However, we intend to improve this situation soon.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, the interest of the Directorate of Fisheries in this workshop is that 
we share similar concerns with WRI in ultimately improving fi sh and fi sheries resources availability and 
utilization in this country although our main concerns are production and management.  That is why 
we wish this workshop every success.

Thank you for your attention.




