
x WorldFish Center | Biodiversity, Management and Utilization of West African Fishes

Opening Address from the Minister of 
Food and Agriculture, Ghana

Hon. Courage Quanshiga
Minister for Food and Agriculture

Mr. Chairman, Honorable Ambassadors of international and local research and development 
agencies, Director, Water Research Institute, international and local researchers, ladies and 
gentlemen with interest in fi shes, good morning.

The background to this workshop indicated that four major national and international institutions, 
namely: The WorldFish Center, the University of Hamburg, Germany, CSIR-Water Research 
Institute, Ghana and the German Agency for Development (GTZ) have for many years collaborated 
to research on biodiversity of our fi sh resources in West Africa and Ghana in particular.  Now you 
wish to share your results with interested institutions and fi nd ways forward.  I congratulate you for 
that length of collaboration, your desire to share and to look ahead to cooperate with even more 
partners in future.

I am pleased as always to be among people like you.  This is because your activities in addition 
to expanding our knowledge on resources of nations, ultimately aim at enhancing the status 
of food security of our world.  Ensuring food security in general is a charitable endeavor but in 
developing countries where population increases completely outstrip production capacities, it is 
also honourable.  As the Minister for Food and Agriculture of this country, it is my responsibility 
to encourage all processes which eventually contribute to food availability. Therefore, your efforts 
make it  my pleasure to be in your company to share in knowledge revealed by your research that 
could help me deliver on my job.

Fish is an important food commodity in tropical Africa generally as the major source of animal 
protein in diets of  a majority of populations.  In West Africa, issues surrounding fi sh also directly 
and indirectly infl uence the economic status of all the sub-regional countries.  Thus for you to devote 
efforts and resources to investigating the diversity of the resource, which will present opportunities 
of expanding fi sh utilization, it is both honorable and humane.

It is common knowledge that the world’s traditional sources of fi sh, that is, our marine, brackish and 
freshwater systems and fi sh communities have been and continue to be greatly abused by humans 
resulting in reduced availability of fi sh. Yet, by the nature of humans we continue to demand even 
more fi sh from the systems.  The combined situation is highly pronounced in our part of the 
world, where insuffi cient knowledge of fi sh resources limits our basis for their management. This is 
compounded by easy degradation of their environments and wasteful over-exploitation.

Thank you for your efforts and your attention.




