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incorporating a gender dimension into any socioecological or socioeconomic research is likely to be 
informative and useful. Knowing how different genders access and use resources; who has power and 
makes decisions; whose priorities are being addressed; and who is impacted by, or benefiting from 
different development alternatives provides rich and important information. experience in many fields 
tells us that conducting research with gender-sensitive tools often provides answers that take us beyond 
simplistic perspectives that assume, for example, that all women and men in a community share the 
same priorities and perspectives. From a human development perspective, such research questions are 
vitally important because answering them allows us to better understand existing circumstances and 
design more appropriate interventions to improve the situation.

the benefits of a gender-focused research agenda apply as much to the fisheries sector as any other, a 
fact recognized by the asian Fisheries society, the WorldFish Center and the Consultative Group on 
international agricultural research in their support for the Global symposium on Gender and Fisheries 
and for their championing of this important issue over the last decade.

the papers contained in this volume represent a substantive contribution to the literature on the topic 
of gender and fisheries. drawing on work undertaken around the globe, the results described here 
confirm and extend earlier work and show that contributions to the fisheries sector among different 
genders are highly differentiated but uniformly substantial. as with many other sectors, however, the 
size and nature of the contribution of women, in particular, is inadequately recognized and there 
is rarely an equitable distribution to each gender of the benefits that derive from their inputs. such 
problems are especially stark for the small-scale fisheries of developing countries where women often 
bear the brunt of the poverty that pervades the sector. notwithstanding the value of the contributions 
provided in these pages, however, a careful reading of them reveals as many gaps as answers. these gaps 
indicate that our understanding of these enduring inequities remains inadequate. We have made an 
important first step, but much more is needed.

as dr. meryl J. Williams, in her summary paper for this volume notes, the field of gender and fisheries 
is in its infancy. For the field to mature, much greater effort will be needed to move from general 
descriptions of the gender dimensions of fisheries to rigorous analyses. such analyses must focus, not 
only on quantifying the gender-specific contributions to the sector (especially using economic valuation 
approaches), but also on the linkages and drivers, both within the fisheries sector and beyond, that 
explain the current situation. it is only with a more thorough understanding of these interactions that 
better interventions can be designed to ensure a sustainable and equitable distribution of the benefits 
that fisheries can provide.
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