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This publication incorporates the information drawn from aquaculture

genetics research undertaken or in progress in Member Countries and

Associate Member Institutions of the International Network on Genetics

in Aquaculture (INGA). INGA has a membership of 13 countries in Asia,

the Pacific and Africa, and 12 advanced scientific institutions. The Steering

Committee of INGA consists of senior research planners from member

countries and institutions as well as ICLARM. The Committee meets at

regular intervals to discuss progress in aquaculture genetics, identify areas

for possible collaboration, and share information.

The Fifth Steering Committee of INGA hosted by the Malaysian Department

of Fisheries and the University of Malaysia was held in Kuala Lumpur,

from 3-5 March 1999. The meeting  was attended by all members and

associate members of the network. The papers presented at this meeting

were informative and contained a wealth of information on the state of

aquaculture genetics research in the respective countries and institutions .

Hence,  INGA/ICLARM undertook to publish the papers presented at the

meeting. Papers presented at the meeting in 1999 were revised by their

respective authors to incorporate the developments that have taken place

since then.

Aquaculture genetics research is in its infancy in many developing countries

and there is an urgent need for collaboration among institutions in the

developing and developed countries for synergy in developing better breeds

of fish that can contribute to increased production and food security while

ensuring the conservation of aquatic biodiversity. All the members and

associate members of INGA have been playing an active and important

role in this and in supporting network activities. Close collaboration among

network members is evident from the exchange of germplasm following

material transfer agreements and quarantine protocols and collaborative

research projects that have been developed. On behalf of INGA I thank

all those who have contributed to this volume.
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