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2.1 Rationale

The alleged shortage of bangus fry in the Philippines led to a collaborative effort by BFAR, ICLARM,
SEAFDEC-AQD, and the PCAMRD to verify this claim and provide inferences as to the likely causes.
A Memorandum of Agreement was signed on 1 April, 1996 to undertake a project entitled Bangus Fry

Resource Assessment in the Philippines.

The milkfish fry industry is very important to the culture and production of milkfish in the Philippines. The
cost of fry is the most important cost item for the culture of milkfish (Lopez 1991).  The fry industry is a well-
established and highly commercialized venture.

The shortage in the supply of bangus fry can be traced to:
• resource exploitation and management, and
• degradation of the ecosystems in which fry is spawned.

Although catching of the sabalo is prohibited, some people in the industry claim that it occurs as incidental
catch, e.g., in fish corrals and otoshi-amis1 (Bagarinao  et al. 1986). There are instances in which the sabalo

is actually targeted. The deterioration of coastal waters due to land conversion and pollution increases the
natural mortality of fry or decreases the  productivity of spawners. Critical environmental parameters, such
as temperature, level of dissolved oxygen and salinity, are factors that influence natural fry production (Lin
1969; Duenas and Young 1993). Hence, any change in environmental parameters will affect the availability
of natural fry.

This study attempts to verify the issue of the scarcity of fry.  An earlier study by Smith (1981) identified the
existence of an artificial scarcity in the supply due to technical and pricing inefficiencies in the bangus fry
industry. In recent years, imported fry and locally produced hatchery reared fry may have resulted in a
better supply.

2.2 Objectives

The main objective of the project was to verify the alleged scarcity in milkfish fry and to provide inferences
as to the likely causes. The specific objectives were to:

(i) Monitor fry production in selected sites in the Philippines for a period of one year;
(ii) Assess the current demand for milkfish fry; and
(iii) Provide on-the-job training on data collection and recommend a system for continuous
       collection of data on fry production.

___________________
1 Stationary trap nets.
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